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and when a political officer was in 1868 stationed in Bikénir, an
effort was made to obtain fuller details regarding this impor%ant |
szgcf:lon )of é;lh.e, fgreaizi tli:;lbe, the head of which was, after the Amer.
aipur iief, and his son, the Hindd ig : :
e of hlbhe_St rank at the
A« ]giyé.nt,” or history of Bikénir, had been recently com.
_ piled by Diyilji, one of the principal Chérans, or bards of the state,
but it was many months before a copy of it could be procuredi
It»prgved to be a manuscript of formidable bulk, and comprised
the history of the Réthor tribe from its origin, but as the copying
had to be completed quickly, only that part was transcribed which -
related to Bikdnir, and which began with the career of Bik4."

The language of the work was the dialect of Bikénir, includ-
ing some Urdd words, and though written in prose, it was
garnished with long extracts from old poems in verification of .
the facts narrated, with which they are usually contemporaneous -
or nearly so. Single couplets (doha), too, are often quoted in
attestation of a date or an event. Diyalji’s work is generally
too long, tautological and involved, to be translated at length;
but anecdotes are offen well told, and terse colloquialisms often
met with. The extracts in verse I have read very little of,
because I found many of the words in them could only be
interpreted by a Bikdniri, and I bad only a Shekhdwiti tutor,
but the whole of the prose which forms the bulk of the work
I have read and translated. Shorter works fell into my hands
regarding Biké and the Charani woman, Karniji, an incarnation
of Mahadevi, who is believed even by the most travelled and -
intelligent men of the present day in Bikdnir to have bestowed
the territory on her protégé Bika. ~

The reign of R4j4 Andp Singh, perhaps the golden time of
Bikanir valour and fame, was the subject of another little book,
which fell into my hands, and no doubt many such.might be
obtained. I have, however, in the following pages given in an
abbreviated form the version of Diyalji, the official bard, only
adding a few comments where they seemed necessary.

The limits within which these poems—for, as'I have stated .
above, the Kiydnt is based on old poems—can be looked upon as
affording data for history, are-explained by Colonel Tod. They
touch on little besides war, marriage, and religious observances,
and where the military character of favourite warriors are con-
cerned, they ave'full of extravagances: suppressions are frequent;
and liberality to Chérans is no doubt exaggerated for the sake of
the precedent. But they often expose ingratitude and crime
boldly, they are not inaceurate as regards the general narrative, -
though the order of events is often wrong, and, like all national:
ballads, while deriving their own character from the spirit of -the
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people, they re-act on the latter, and are a better guide to their
feelings and interests than more matter-of-fact histories would
be. The story of Bikénir, as told by DiyAlji, is believed by Biké-
nirfs, and it may be more advantageous to those who have social
intercourse with Réjputs, and more practically useful to them in
giving an insight into R4jput character to have some acquaint-
ance with the history of the land as believed in by the people
themselves, tedious though it may be, than to possess a critical
knowledge of it derived from many collated manuscripts. I have
greatly abbreviated the narrative as given in the Kiyint, but the
fear of tediousness has not deterred me from inserting anything
which, I thought, might be useful in any way. I believe verna-
cular prose histories of states,” intended to be complete and
. based to a great extent on old records and poems, as well as on
. tradition, are rare. Indeed, I have known a Chéran poet dis-
tinctly decline to write prose as being infre dig.

. Bikénir has a reputation in Ré4jputénd for its collection of
books, and from the time of Bik4 there has been a succession of
local poets whose works have been to a great extent preserved.

In Sambat 1753 (A. D. 1696) one Jasrip Mundra of Bikénir
made a collection of them, and his compilation, a ponderous
volume, is in the Bikdnir palace library. In the time of Ajit
Singh of Jodhpur, one Nainsukh Munot of that state composed a
Kiyént or history of the Réthors, which is also in the Bikénir
palace. I have, since the Gazetteer was printed, ascertained that
these two books furnished the basis of Diyéljis Kiyint, He
quotes nearly fifty poems up to the death of Anép Singh, of
which the authors of more than thirty are specified, and are for
the most part known persons :—

Torms Quorep v DivArsi's “Kivdnr.” AvTHOR
Bikd's tume

Death of Kéndhal, (see page 8 of Gazetteer) . Not known.
Release from Ajmir of Bar Sigh, (page 9) «. Chéndan Kiriya (Chiran caste).
. ZLdnkaran.
Linkaran’s marriage at Chitor, (page 10) «.r Sanwal of Deshniik, grandson of Kar-
niyf (Chéran).

Defeat of Jaisalmir Riwal, (page 11) o L3la (Charan),

The verse on Karmsi, (page 11) . .. Asa (this verse is well known throngh.
out R&jputini)—(Charan).

Jetsi.

Shekho and Gangejis's campaign, (page 13) .. Chénga Mahru, son of Lal4
Karniji’s end, (page 14) . “ . Not known.

War with Kamréz, (page 14) . Ditto.

Death of Jetsi and losa of Bikénir, (page 15) . Bij4, son of Nagraj (Chiran).

Kalian Singh.

Recovery of Bikanir, {page 18)
Verses of encouragement to Malde of Jodhpur,
{page 19) ... oy v.. Jintha Asiya (Charan),

Hanmir, son of Stj4.
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Pogyeg QUorEp ) Divfy,yp 8 “Kiy YANT, "

Ly Sings,

AU'rIrozz.
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itto ditto . Dxtto
itto ditto ordlmn Gidap,
itto ditto - Ditt
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Réjputéing, such as the whole of Chand’s long poem called the
Pirthirdjrisa ; an original work on Kéo Jodh, founder of Jodhpur,
by Pasaich Gddan, who seems to have been the father of modern
Rdthor poetry; an original work on Rdo Jetsf, by 8j4; a con-
temporary history of R4j4 Antip Singh, called the Antp Singhji,
ka ripak, by Hingol Dés S4ndhd; and a similar work on R4ja
Sijén Singh, by one Jogi Dis Mahta. But it is probable that
quite as valuable poems would be obtained from Charans resident
in out-of-the-way villages which they received in grant for writ-
ing them (see page 123).

\
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be taken possession of by the Réthors without dispute. - This, however, was

but a small tract. To its north and west the Bhatis ruled, and to the eas,
north-east, and south-east, were the settlements of independent J4ts ; beyond the
Jéts round Bhatner were Bhétis, Chayals and Johyés, chiefly, if not entirely,
Muhammadans. Hisshr was occupied by the Dehli Emperor’s Sdbad4r. The
Kaim Khénis held what is now Shekhdwati. The Bidawat country was in the

possession of the Mohil Réjputs, and the tract in the east where Reni. is
situated was occupied by Chéayal and Khinchi Réjputs. The present Bikdnir
territory was, according to Cunningham, originally called Bégardesh, from
one Bagri Réo, who probably founded Bégor, which, according to Tod, Biké
took from the Bhétis. '

Bik4 the first day of his march reached Méndaur, and going to the shrine
of Goreji devoted himself to his work. On rising
the following morning he found Bhairdji's¥* "
amulet (mirat) amongst his amulets, although it
was not there the night before. Nipo, the Sdnkhl4, remarked, © Goreji + goes
- with you, your ‘rdj’ will indeed be strong.” Thus encouraged, Bikd set off,
and on reaching: Deshniik, 16 miles south of the present city of Bikdnir, he
paid his respects to a famous Chdran woman named Karniji, who was known
to be gifted with supernatural power. She said to him, “ Your destiny is
higher than your fathers, and many servants will touch your feet.” In obe-
dience to the direction of Karniji, Bikd first settled at Chdnd4sar, where he
abode three years; he then came and dwelt six years abt Deshnik, where he
frequently waited on Karniji. After that he lived for three years at Ko-

Bik& lives successively at ramdesar, near Gajnér, where, perceiving it was a
Chéndésar, Deshnitk, Koram- suitable place, he set up the image of Goreji on a
desar, Jénglu. tank embankment; the temple is a place of some
note ab the present day, and there are traces of Bikd’s small fort. He afterwards’
dwelt ten years at Janglu, which he converted from a depopulated into a
flourishing district. His 100 horse had now grown into 400, composed of

Biké marties the daughter of Réjpiits of various tribes. It was whilst he dwelt
the Pégal chief. & at Jangld that Karniji signified her wish that he

should marry into a family of local consequence.
That of Shekho, the Bhati Réo of Pugal in the desert to the north, was fixed
upon ; for Shekho had been styled * brother *’ and blessed by Karnijf, whom he -
came to pay his respects to on the fourteenth of each fortnight. On her.
signifying her desire to Shekho, he refused, and was even unmoved by her
prophecy that thousands good as he should touch the feet of Bikd. Now Shekho
was a great robber. One day he was returning with booty from the neigh-.
bourhood of Multdn, when he was overtaken by 400 of the Multdn garrison,
who put his followers to flight and carried him ecaptive to the Subad4r of
Multén, who confined him in a matchlock-defended fort. Shekho’s lady went
to beg Karniji to help her “brother,” promising that his daughter Rang Kaur
should marry Bik4 if the prayer were granted. Karnfji, however, insisted that
arrangements for the marriage should be made at once, though she promised
that Shekho should be back in time for it. Accordingly Gogli, Shekho’s .
manager, was employed, and everything was prepared. =~ - '

Bikd on the appointed day repaired to Pdgal with his marriage party,and:
there, too, Karniji presented herself. The marriage proceeded, and when they
came to the circult ceremony, and the presence of the bride’s father was
necessary, Karniji flew off to Multan, brought Shekho and caused him to

Bik4 is favoured by the gods,
Meets the Chérani Karnfji.

# Mahédeo in bis dark form. -
+ Mabddeo in his light form.
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complete the warriage. It was thus that the first important marriage of
a Bikénir chief took place. Gogli, the manager, incurred the displeasure of
his master for the part he had taken in the business, and was expelled from
"Pégal. He went to Karnfji for succour, and she caused Bik4 to give him a
village.” This is the first recorded grant of land made in the Biképir State.
The truth apparently is, that Bik4, anxious to ally himself with the most
powerful family of the region, took advantage of the imprisonment of the
Bhét{ Chief to entrap or intimidate the wife into giving bim her daughter

in marnage.
Biké now resolved to build a fort at Koramdesar, which was in the Bhat{
country, Shekho objected, but did not actively

Builds a fort in the BR&H 7T 3 ek o Rnielad  Mh DLAAZN a2
country.

“ He has built a fort over . d .o
declined to fight his son-in-law, and referred them elsewhere for a leader.
The Bh4tis then applied to Kolkaran Kehrot, who took the field against Bika
with 2,000 men, although eighty years of age. He sent to Shekho to join him
that they might “ nip the evil in the bud.” Shekho replied that he had a
headache, Kolkaran retorted that the Rathors would give him a very bad
headache before they had done with him. Bikd
on his part, alarmed by the coahtion, took counsel
with his uncle, brother, and Népo, the Sénkhla. The latter, who was a great
observer of omens, re-assured him, saying that signs portended the duration
for many generations of his r4], and that he might confidently meet the Bh4tis.
Accordingly they met Kolkaran in battle. Three hundred Bhitis fell, and
Kolkaran, who n spite of his age was “full of vigour,” was amongst the
slain.  Notwithstanding the victory, the Bhétis remained so hostile that
Bik4 thought it wise to build a fort elsewhere, and he sent Népo and others
to search 'for 4 site.

The explorers journeyed until they came to R4ti Gh4tf, a rocky and
raviny spot on the track between Négor and
Multén. There,in a “ Khair” thicket, they beheld
a sheep with two lambs, which several wolves were after. But the sheep fear.
lessly faced them whenever they ‘approached to seize her young, and by ber
bold front kept them at a distance.

Nfipo drove away the wolves and at once p d the spot auspi
Word was sent to Bikd, who came and laid the
foundations of a fort. ‘This, however, was not the
present fort of Bikénir; but the future sito of the latter was also indicated about
the same time as follows. Népo and one Naro had again gone to observe omeng.
As they rose early in the morning, they noticed 2 man asleep close by with his
head resting upon a tuft of «bhardt™ grass which served him as a pillow,
Round the tuft was coiled a poisonous snake, which the man who had lamn down
in the darkness had not noticed. Nfipo directed that the reptile should not be

lested, but carefully watched. When jt moved away they followed 1t, and
it led them to the ground alrezdy pointed out by the incident of the wolves
and sheep, Nfipo then foretold the crection of the present and larger fort on
. the spot where the snake had first been seen. The
ey of Dikiulr founded, Sam-  fort, of Bikd was founded in Sambat 1542 ; and
i in 15645 the huilding of the city was begun, to

which fact an old couplet testifies, which may be thus rendered—

“ Baiedkk, the month, the day the second, fifteen foxr fice the year.
And the nrth day of the lrre.%, when zmaﬁ f:nnig{ B."Iﬁ,..'r. ’

Fights and defeats the Bbtis,

Resolves to build a new fort,

Omens determine site.
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Bikd was now brought into contact with the .

Dealings with J&t claus. Jats, of whom there were the following clans :-— :-

“

List of Jdt Clans.

No, Names of Clans, N %‘il‘;:;;l;‘:k Principal villages. Names of their Chiefs,
1 Godfris 360 | Ladhri & Shekhsar... | Pandi.

2 Strans - 360 | Bhindang .« | Pilo.

3 Kuswas 360 | Sidmikh w | Kaur Pal.

4 Benfwals - e « | Riisalana ... | Réisal.

5 Puniahs o 360 { Bara Lundi ... | Xan4.

6 Sihiagas 140 | Silin +«. | Chokho.

vi Sodtians 84 | Dhansi o | Amra.

The Godirfs voluntarily acknowledged the sovereignty of Biki, and the
heads of their clan still place the tikd on the

Godérd Jits still place “4ikd ”  forehead of every mew occupant of the gadi”
on 1 vew oscupunt of the Bk~ of Biks, The circumstances which led to this
voluntary submission is not mnoticed by the author

of the ¢ Kiyfint,” which is my chief source of information. But, although he
ignores the fact ‘that the Goddrds are not Bikdnir subjects by right of conquest '
it is admitted in Bikdnir, and the reasons of their acceptance of Bikd as their
sovereign lord are mentioned by Tod. Their object was protection from
Johyas and Bb#tis ¥ and immunity from the plundering incursions of the
Ridthors. An incident which showed the Goddrds the advantage of possessing
so powerful a protector, also illustrates the social life of the snnple Jéts of the
desert at this period, and I will relate it as much as possible in the words of
the Kiydnt. - -
Pandd, the Chief or Chaudhri of the Goddrds, had a great reputation for
liberality. One day a “ D4dhi*’} of “the God4rés
came begging to Pilo, the Chaudhri of the Sarans.
Pilo gave her what he could afford, and afterwards drank wine and went
to sleep in his house. Meanwhile "his wife Maliki, a daughter of Réisil,
head of the Beniwils, heard of the circumstance, and apparently think-
ing that the D4dhi had not been treated bountifully enough, went and
begged her husband to- exhibit such bounty to the beggar that it should
eclipse that of P4ndd and excite the wonder of the Godards, amongst whom
was the © D4dh{’s home.” Pdlo, angry at being disturbed, and full of liguor, 4
exclaimed, “ Widow, be off to Pindd if you hke,” and he struck his wife .
several times. She, enraged at the outrage, exclaimed that henceforth his bed
should be to her as her brother’s, and she took an oath not to speak to
her husband again. She then shut herself up in the house and obstinately
held to her vow. This continued for six months, and the quarrel between the
Chaudhri and Chaudhran became known throughout the clan. After that
period the brotherhood assembled, in order to effect a reconciliation between:
their chief and his lady. They first killed goats, sent for liquor, stretched the
festive (pantia) cloth and en;oyed a feast, They then sent a messenger to .

Anecdote Mustrating Jat life,

* Tor information regarding Bhitis and Johyis, see ** Bhatner.”

+ A caste of mendicants. and singers more locahsed thau * Natts.” A portlon af the -
village expenses in the countly west of bhe Jumna is stxll mcurred in remuneratmg them for. theu-
entertainments, '
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fetch the Chaudhran, in order that the domestic quarrel might be publicly -
adjusted. But her door was closed, and she answered not the summons, s0
that the messenger returned without her. bereupon the Jats directed him
to force the door, to take her by the hand and bring her. The door was
accordingly forced, but the messenger found the lady fled, and only a sleeping .,
slave-girl was in the room. When questioned, the slave-girl said, Do not
blame me, Pindd, the Godiri, has taken her away.” The fact was, that a
month after the quarrel Maliki had sent word to PAndd that on his account
she had been beaten, and if he would have her, she would come to him. Péedd,
who was an old man of seventy, called his son Nakodar, and saying that as
he himself ‘was too old for such adventures, Nakodar must go and fetch the
lady who had appealed to him. So Nakodar set off with 150 camels, and lay
in concealment half a kos from Bhadrang, the Séran’s chief village. A scout
was sent at night to Maliki, who, lenvmg her slave-girl to make Tnown where
she was gone, joined Nakodar’s party. Nakodar received her with respect,
addressed her as “sweet mother,” and requested her ta take the front seat on
biS Cﬂmel, and She wvae thine aanearad 4 tha Pad4ed willama Qhalibhcan

Pindd, notwit - v
Nakodar’s mother ' ' -

0 well and establist - e

The assemblec ~

fled, followed her track, but finding that she had really gone to Pindd they
. retumcd as Pindd was under the protection of Bikd and beyond their
vengeance.

Piilo then sent word to the chief J4ts of the disgrace he had sustained, but
they all agreed that without foreign aid they could not punish the Godérds,
supported as they were by Biki.” They therefore promised a sum of money
to Narsingh, the Jatd R4)pit of Siwani, on the present Hissir and Bikénic
border, if “he would give them help. Pdlo was jorned by all the principal
Jéts, Réisil the Beniwal, his fugitive wife’s father, Kanwar P4l the Kaswa,
her maternal gr-mdfather, Amra and Chokh4, the chiefs of the Soduans
and Sihfigds, respectively, and the head of the Punizhs. Watching their
opportumt),Narsmgh attacked and burnt the Godird village of Ladhrif,
where Pindd and his son were. But they escaped, and flyiog to Bfkd and
Kindhal, who where then about to plunder Sidmukh, crted, “ Narsingh Fatd
Lills your Jéts and goes off untourhad 7 The Réthnw than numenad Noseineh
till miduight, when they halted :
that Narsingh was asleep in thi
of Pilo and at enmity with him,

They came to Bikd and offered to betray the JAtd to him, while lic on his
part promised to expel Pélo and place nnothcr Chaudhn in his place \Inrsmgb
however, was not to be rmrdaved in hic claan  +Kindhal sanend him chandin
“ Awake Narsingh ; Bik . . [

oo

Biki lh‘ys a chief of the
Jatd Rfjpits.

wounded him in the shouldcr Bfkfi t]\ercupon exclaimed, “Narsm"h, yon
should strike thus,” and cut him in two. The Jatds nnd Jhts then fled.
Although the Jits did not submit immediately, they were not long in dis-
covering that it was the only course open to them, for Bikd’s horse under
Tbo Jits submit. indhal, now increased to 900 talwirs, gave them no

rubmi pcacc; 0 at last all their leaders came and touched
Biké’s feet. The lands of the Khinch{ Réjpits, who held 110 villsges situated
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about the centre of Bikénir present territory, likewise féll under the xie‘w
power, together with some-territories wrested from ..

Likewiso the Kbinchi Bolochis and Kdim Khénfs in the direction of Sindh -

Rijpilts. Y .
Further extension of and Shekhdwdti -respectively, and Karniwati was
torritory. taken from the Pathéns .and others of Hissér. The

Conquest of the Mokil - ATohi] country had heen subjected by Bid4, Bikd’s =

country.
g own younger brother, and the history of the con-

quest deserves some notice. AR
The Mohil country lay along part of the present Jaipur boundary, included
Léduo to the south of Sdjdngarh, and is said to have consisted of 1,400 villages:
Of these, the principal were Dronpur aund Chépar, which at one time cave
their names to the tract. Chdpar 1s situated on a salt lake, a few miles north
of Sdjingarh, and Dronpur was under a hill, the “Ka4l4 Dungar,” within ten
Legendary history of the miles and to the west of Sdjangarh. Legends tell
Mohil country, the present  that to this hill, Dron4, the famous Brhman tutor of
Biddwiti. the Pandds, retired, built.a city and ruled the adjacent
territory. Subsequently, the district came into the possession of. the Dahiliya
Panwar Rdjpdts, who, itis said, ruled it for 1,600 years. They were ex--
pelled by the Bfigri Réjpits from Nagor, who remained 1,900 years. The
Mohils under Rénd Sdjan followed, and they, according to tradition, held sway
for 619 years. Mohil, it is stated, was seventh in descent from the fire-born
Chohén, but it does mnot appear how many generations lie between Mohil
N and the conqueror of Chipar Dronpur. So “far is

mﬁ“;‘(‘)g‘; oo tho Mohils by ryythological. Probable history now begins. In the -

AT : time of Jodh4, chief of Marwar, the head of . the..
Mobhils was Ajit, and to him Jodh4 married one of his daughters. In spite =
of his alliance, however, Jodh4 coveted the Mohil lands for one of his sons,
and taking advantage of a visit of Ajit to Jodhpur, he ‘resolved to slay him,
although he was his guest and son-in-law. Ajit’s mother-in-law, however,
became aware of the plot and sent word to Ajit’s ¢ pdsbdn”’ (mistress) to
warn Ajit that he must not stay a single “ghari” longer (half an hour).
The ¢ pdshdn ” informed Ajit’s minister (pardhdn), who reflected that Ajit was
not the man to fly from danger ; so that to induce him'toleave Jodhpur at
once, stratagem must be resorted to. Accordingly, Ajit was informed that
news had just arrived of an attack on Chépar by Jits, and that succour was
urgently needed to save the town. Then Ajit sounded his'“ nagéra » (kettle-
drum), and without further notice rode off. At village Ganero, not- very far
from Cb4par, Ajit perceived that a force was following him, and on’ enquiry

the whole story of the plot and counterplot was told; and he learnt that

Jodhd, guessing that his treachery had been exposed, had followed him, to
attempt by force what be had failed to effect by fraud. Ajit, displeased at
being tricked into retreat, angrily pulled his mustache and prepared -for the
fight, which followed, and which was fierce. TLosses on each side were heavy ;
but, Ajit being slain, the victory remained with Jodh4, who not strong enough
io follow up his success returned to Jodhpur, and his daughter became “ sati ”
on, the funeral pile of her slain husband. (For-another cause of the feud
hetween the Rathors and Mohils, vide Tod, vol.- I, page 632.) K
The Mohils were weakened by infernal divisions, and Jodh4 soon gained,
. ) another success over them,. slaying ' their leader-
Jodhd takes the Mohil towns.  p 4,4 Bachrdj, and then taking gos'sgession of Ché-
yar. But Bachréj’s son, Meghd, who is described asa  great Rijpiit, excelling
n power of command, generosity, and prowess,”. gave Jodhd no rest, and
inally compelled him to abandon the country. Meghd retained. his power. -
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until his death, after which the Mohil country was split up into sixteen por-
tions, and the Mohils were thus greatly weakened. Meghd’s successor at
Chépar was Réind Barsal, whose half-brother Narbad was grandson, on the
mother’s side, of Bik&’s uncle and co-adjutor Kéndhal. Jodh4 again attacked
the Mohils, expelled BarsAl and Narbad, and took possession of Dronpur
and Chépar, where he established his son Jogdyat. Bot Jogdyat was
weak in character and could not hold his own, and at last his very wife
complained at Jodbpur that the hard-won lands were being lost to the
- Réthors through her husband’s want of good sense
278 placed fn charge of the (lskichan), Jodh4 thereupon sent Bids, Bik4’s own
obil country. H

younger brother, to supersede Jogdyat, and he, as

vigorous and judicious as Joghyat was weak, soon brought the Mohils to sub-
jeetion, e restored their lands to them under deeds of grant from himself,
and connected himself by marriage with a wealthy Mohil, named Jabe, who
was at feud with his brethren. With the lady Bid4 got s dowry of
106 horse, 200 camels, and a lakh of ropees, and in return for these
favours gratified his fatherdn-law by the slaughfer of a number of the
lntter’s relations, 'While Bid4 was prospering 10 his new territory, Barsl and
Narbad had gone to Debli accompanied by Bagh Singh, a discontented son of
Kéndhal. They served the Emperor so well for several years that they obtained
an imperial grant of Dronpur, which the Hissér Stbadir was desired to
Bids, driven out by the Mobit  place them in possession of. The force bronght
chiefs, nided by animperial force by Shrang Kbén the Sdbadér and the Mohils was
under the Hiasdr Sibadar. too strong for Bid4 to oppose; so he retired to
Bikénir. Bik4 at once exerted himself to recover the lost lands, but he could
obtain no help from his father Jodh#, whom Bid4 bad offended by refusing to
give him Lédno near Sujéngarh, and certain other Mobil villages coveted by the
Rfo. However, Bika got together 5,000 men with the assistance of his father-
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his horse in the jungle. Bfgh Singb, stung by the reproaches of Bfk4, was soon
inducéd to give up the Mohils, and mutual pledges were exchanged. Bégh
Singh then promised to induce the Mohils, whose horses were worn out, to
fight on foot and on the left of their allies from HissAr, when Bik4 would find
it easy to dash his horse into the midst of them and so destroy them. The
next day the opposing forces moved out to battle. Bfki’s were in two
divisions,—one under Kéndhal, which charged the Hissar horse ; the other, led

Fid4 re-esteblished by thenid by Biks, rushed upon the dismounted Mohils. The
of his brother Biké. result was, that Rind Barsal and Narbad were
Lilled, and S4rang Khin put to flight by Kéudhal aftera very hard fight.
Biké, after o few days’ residence at Dronpur, restored all the lands to Bids,
which the latter thus held from his brother.

Kéndhal continved the feud with SSrang Khan and ravaged Hissfr from
his eamp, which was at the tank of Sihibs near the Hissir country. Bigh
Singh, now reconciled to his father, was absent - Ch4-Lered - T 0.4
Iatter; but three of his sons were with Kdndh:* ' .
brought a large force, and Kfindhal went forth - LR
horse bounded forward, a girth broke, and he found it necessary to dismount
and adjust hiszaddle, He ealled to his sons to keep the men fronting the
foe till he could join them, but before he could again mount Sirang
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Khiin had chm'ged and routed the whole force,'hso that K4ndhal was léf‘b':""
supported by but 15 men on foot. Though 73 years of age, the old Réthor .

made a gallant fight. - Twenty-one assailants fell round him, and he erossed = *

K &ndhal killed in battle with blades with Strang Khin himself, but numbers pre-

the Subadar of Hissar, vailed, and Réwat K4ndhal atlength fell, Thedate - - .

of his death was Pauh budi {), Sambat 1546. One sati ascended his funeral
Bik, mded by his fatber, Dile. On the news of his brave uncle’s death

avenges bis.unclo and kills the reaching Bikd, hé vowed that he would not eat " "

Stibudér. bread until he had avenged Kéndhal. He at once
prepared to marcli against Sdrang Khin, and aid was solicited from Réo

Jodhd, who assented ; and he himself accompanying his force met that-of - ‘

Bik#’s at Dronpur. Thence they marched against Hissdr, and in a battle -
fought at village Ké4ns, the Sdbaddr was killed. A son of Bik4’s was also
glain, and there were heavy losses on potll sides; but Rawat Kéndhal was thus
avenged within a few months of his death. On the return of the forces to
Dronpur, Réo Jodhs sent for his son Bilké and addressed him solemnly. - He told.
him that he had been brave and fortunate, and had filled his father’s heart with
delight ; he had won extensi\f"elt_erritogies, a;ldthlis ﬁ;theﬂ] now asked two things -
" . of him; first, that he should give up Lddno in the -
to133&2;gil,g":)ibn‘:ti?nt&rtisclcr{:?t Mohil country to Jodhpur, and, second, that. he
if bo becomes head of the should remain content with what he had won; and
fawaily, the heir-looms are to b6 pever seek to deprive his brothers in Jodhpur of
given up to him. any part of their patrimony. ¢ Promise me this,”
added the old chief, and Bikd dutifully replied that he would never take .
Jodhpur from his brothers, and, notwithstanding that he could not admit that
‘ his father had any right to Lfdno, he would freely give up that tdo. But
he must beg that the cherished family heir-looms, the throne, the royal
ambrella brought from Kanauj and other objects of veneration, be sent -to
him if he became the eldest member of the family. Jodhé promised that
these should be sent. )
Tn Sambat 1547, Réo Jodhd die(%1 ; his son and successor, Satal, did not long’
. i survive him, and then Sdjojf sat on the ¢ gadi.”
1512;?“}‘ of Rio Jodhd, Sumbab  por s as eldest living son :l)f Jodh4, then s§1t his
‘ faithful master of .the stables, Beld Parihdr, for'the -
Biks claims the heir-looms.  promised heir-looms; but in spite of full explana-
tions, Rdo Sdjoji refused to part with them. Biks
thereupon collected his forces larger now than -
. ) ever before. Bidd from Dronpur brought him
. - Detail of his forces. 3,000 men; Ardak Mal, son of Kéndhal, 1,000,
from his estate of S#hibd; Réjsi, another son, and Banirji, a third, brought
contingents from their estates at Rajésar and Chéchédbéd, respectively ; uncle
Mandlo brought a force from kis village Sarogmdé ; and the Bhatis of Pdgal
and the Johyds likewise contributed. Altogether the army assembled was
about 30,000 men. . L .
As usual, Biké asked and received encouragement from Karniji. Sdjoji’s
: ~ force met Biké’s a kos from Jodhpur, but it was
Takes Jodhpur and lays siege  yut to flight and driven through the city, which
to fort. for six hours was given up to plunder. The
fort was then invested, and was soon - reduced.’ to stra@ts for want -of
water, and Sijoji’s mother proposed a conference. To it. went, on the
art of Biké, the men who many years before left Jodhpur with him
when he set off on his adventures, and who ever since had been his trusted

' And not obtaining them in-
vades Jodhpur.
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Shunsellors and servants. However, no terms could be arrived at, until
3 few days subsequently SUJOJ (] mother, Jnsmadejl, herself | came to B'ki,

- the heir-

-K‘ Obtains heir-looms. . . returned
i Biki dehvers his brother 1 . njunction )
{rom the clutches of the Ajmfc with Sijf, marched mth a force to Ajmir to
stbadde. effect the release uf his brother Bar Singh, who

Jnd been confined by the Sdlad4r for plund
!- Blkd's next expedmon was agmnst Klnmlelé in SheLbawéth, Rirmal,
' Expodition against Khandet, (1€ 1hdbur of which plundered in his territory.
spelition againt Kbandot. Two kos from Khandeld an engagement took
place, in which the Thékur and his followers fled. The town of Khandels
was sacked by the victors, and much spoil obtained. Amongst the spoils was
Prin Kanwar, a sister of the Thikur and a widow of a Tanwar Réjpit. This
lady was received into Bik#’s zandng and became the mother of Umrfjf and
Bicoji, whose descendants subsequently became the hereditary stewards of
the MnhéJan and Bikarkho estates respectively, and are still families of some
Expediti + Rewirt. importance. BikA's last expedition was against
xpedition against Rewir Rewirf, Rfr Mal of Khandel{ was then at
Dehli; and, supported by 8,000 imperial txoops under Nawéb Hindsl, he was
permitted to oppose Bik4, who, t ly by the
Nawébt and the Thikur during a l)att,le, slew them both with his o\vn hand
He now ruled in peace at Bfkdn{r; his territory consisted of more than 3,000
villages, not including territory near Rewéri or Hissr, which, though oecasion-
lly occupxed evndenﬂy was never held for any length of time. “The limits
Biki’s territory at his death Of the State seem to lmve been very much what
omprised 3,000 villages. they are at present, though, from subsequent
ecurity and misgovernment, the 8,000 villages of Beka are now reduced
0 1,800. Probably, the completeness of Bikd’s conquests are exaggerated.
Thus Chiiri did not, I believe, come into the hands of the Réthors for two
senerations after Biks, -
Some of Biké’s grants bo Chirans are stl;ll enjoyed byl' thcér gescez(xjdnms
Khi4ri he granted by a copper-plate deed to Chéran
Grosta to Chirans. Mahdu L%Ié and {unbhasarl;)y an ordinary deed.
>héran Chanan Khiriya received a gift of & lakh of rapees (lakh pusdo).
Bik4 died Asoj Sdd 3, Sambat 1561, Seven
satis were burnt upon his funeral pile.
Naro succeeds His sons were ten in number, of whom Naro
aro suceceds. succeeded him.

Nero.
This prince only oceupied the © gadi” from Asoj Sud 15 to Mégh Sud §,
‘hen he died childless, and Liinkaran, his brother, succeeded.

Death of Biké, Sambat 1561

Liinkaran.

Linkaran, son of Bfkd, was born Mégh Sud ]‘:) Sambat 1526
(A. D. 1470}, and sat upon the “ gad{”, Pauls,

Ldokern sucoecds, Sambat G ) 1oy NG R s
S T T et eVee g e bWl gnd 8 hany B o e fL ey

- et

Caowt
1d not as here related.
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One of his first acts was to pay his respects to Karniji, who still

Lovies an army. lived, and-his fivst military expedition was against -

- . the “ Bhumids” (1 ) Biks
deprived of their estates, and who Were now Iglilx])(g:;ilgg‘r?ﬁé “cri)]grlﬁy qu%]z: ‘l::ﬁ
mention in detail those who joined his standard, as'-every now- a;{y(rl./tlﬂ it
may be interesting to note what the Bikénir “kher” or lev: i tlfln 1f‘
There were the Réo’s brothers— o : ' y consisec ok
1. Gharsi, whose seat was at Garib; 2, Réjsi; 3, Megh R4j; 4, Kelan : ‘

Detail of levy. g

3. ] Sansdr Chand, son of Bid4, whose seat was Pariyéro, .
and another who could raise 8,000 men; Ude Karan of Dronpur, also a son
of Bfd4; Réwat R4j Singh, son of Kdndhal, from Réjdsar; Thalur Banfsjf
grandson of Kdndhal, from Chdchdbdd ; Thakur Ardak Mal, son of Kéndhgzl’
from S4hib4; Thékur Mahes Dés, son of Méndal (Kindhal’s brother) from -
His relations by marniage. Pigal ; Thhkur Bigh Bhétf, another son of Shekho
hc'l:'[;:}:]?ti(i‘rvants who had become byt settled at Réimalwéli; Girdhar, son of Beld
A the Parihdr, stable-master from Beldsar’; Nagrdj-
Mitsaddf, son of Bér Singh the Bachdwat; Maht4d Sghib Mal, son of T4
the Bed ; Mahesh Dis, son of Népa the Sénkhld. The whole force amounted .
to about 20,000 men. : - S

Dadrewd, to the east of Bikénfr, was the rallying point of the disaffected, . "
Dadrow4, the focus of insur- and for seven months no impression could be made
section, tuken after many on the place. Ab last the defenders, at the head of .
months’ siege. . whom was one M4n Singh Depélot, made a-sally, -
and Mén Singh was killed, together with most of his men. Ghars{ of Gérib

distinguished himself on this occasion, arid Dadrewd -

o&i?m dK‘ﬁm Khini villages  £o]] into Linkaran’s hands. Taking advantage of -
: a feud amongst the K4im Kh4nfs who possessed’

- Tatahpur (in the present Sfkar territory) Liénkaran interposed, and ‘as the price

of the assistance rendered, or of future neutrality, received’ 120 villages. The - .

L a Chéyal Réjpits were now attacked. Their country
 Chayalwird anneset- Chayalwéra consisted of 440 villages, and was situ-
ated on the present Sirs4 and Hissér border. The whole territory was annexed. -
: ' ) Ldnkaran effected “the first distinguished matri- -
_ Liinkaran matises 5 daughter pronial alliance which oceurs in the history of
of the Rana of Meywar- the Bikénir house. Rdi Maljf, Rénd of Chitor,
cent the cocoanut, and, accompanied by four of Karnfji’s grandsons, Liinkaran,’
in Sambat 1570 (A.D. 1514), set off for Chitor. Kanwar Séngé, the Rénd’s
son and the suhsequént opponent of Bébar, came three kos to meet him, and -

' the marriage was celebrated with all due pomp; it being on record, .that the

trans received 20 elephants and 200 horses. , -
Chal?;lé'the Chéran, to [;vhom Bfk4 had granted village Khérf, Chéran-like,
. =77 pow involved Bikénfr:ina war with. Jaisalmir. - .

- War with Jaisaloft. . Being on a visit 27T 44y T4)4 resented the -
which the Rdwal spoke of the i /< ereuppg“b}}g Ré‘yal_
he would give to Bréhmans g - .AJ%«,-"_} o .,1’011,
d ride over. = Ldld carried ~the- R

Réthors could 11 ' otz
Y summoning all his array mareliz o Rajibéi -

contempb with

) 3 28T ) BT
1v of Rathors- made a X; L VT
a body ol BT S while
P L

; Y
“City of.Jais'almiG taken: Ré-& »

_wal a prisonere . 2 fig

I ee » 'Y N N w7
5, Deosi; 6, Bijai Rdj, Amarsi, Biso. His cousins,

Séronda; Rdo Harji Bbh4t{, son .of -Shekho of =~
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prisoner by Séngd, son of Bidd. The Réwal was placed bound on an elephant,
in the custody of Séng, and so escorted to Jaisalmfr, which was taken by the
Bikdnir troops and plundered. Lal4 was then sent to make game of the Réwal,
who listened to his satirical rhymes in great confusion. Gharsfsar, however,
" could not be taken, and after two months’ stay Lainkaran released Réwal Devi
Dis, restoved the Jaisalmir fort to him, and caused his sons to be betrothed
to the Réwal’s two daughters, who received a dowry of ten horses, The
‘ . - Riwal, however, was now to have his revenge.
wx&f;”gf:d%fﬁiﬁ““‘ alled  He formed an alliance with a Sindh Nawéb and
T attacked the Rfo. When the contending forces
met, the Bhitfs, the Johyds, together with Ude Karan, son of Bid4, who was
Lénkaran defeated snd slain  Jealous of his cousin, drew off, and the Bikénir
through treschery of Bidiwats army fled, leaving the Réo with his three sons to
and others, Sambat 1583. defend himself. They fought desperately ; the Réo
had three horses killed under him, and then he fought on foot. Many assailants
lay vound him ; but at length he, with his three sons and a son of Bfké’s faithful
Parohit Bikans, fell.

This fight oceurred at Dosf, Sdwan Budi 4, S4mbat 1583. On the news
reaching Bikénfr three Rénfs became satfs.

Linkaran’s sons were—1, Jetsf, who succeeded him; 2, Pritdpsi, of whom

- Linkaran’s sons, © come the Pritip Singhot Bikds; 3, Bairsi, from

3 whose son Néran are descended the Nérnots; 4,

Ratansi, who established himself at Mahdjan, and his representative is the

principal Bikénfr Thékur at the present day; 5, Tej Singh, father of the

Tejsot Bikis; 6, Karan 8{; 7, Kishanji; 8, Kushdl Si; 9, Rip 8, whose
son Bhoj R4j held the villages of Bhela, Thethu, and Chakhi.

Karan Sf obtained a grant of Renf and furnishes another instance of
@it to Cirans, -+ ‘e wonderful power of clever rhvwmers in that
. ikt s age. A ChAran had addressed to him a neat and
adulatory couplet, for which the young prince bestowed on hin a “Karor
Chiesa’s verss v;\ruéd s pusao,” or mft of a ““ Karor” of rupees (vide Tod,
Karor, Vol. 1, page 644). These gifts, however, are not
. necessarily paid in cash. In the present instance
the money could not have been procured; but an equivalent was given in
Karan 8f’s son, Kfrat Singh, whom the bard married to the danghter of a
Thékur in Sirohf, whence are descended the Kirat Singhot Bfkas of that State.
The couplet valued at a million sterling runs as follows :—
“To dujo sansir
Afatd aii ghariyo mindal
o ghariyo Eirtir
ARdyd huntd Karnsi.”
Al the rest of the world, the universe, of dirt the Creator has formed,
- But Thee, O Karnsf! hath He out of his own essence formed.

Jet Si.

Jet Si, son of Linkaran, was born Kitik Badi §,"Sambat 1546, and:
succeeded to the ** gadf ” of Biké the day before the
neww moon of Séwan, Sambat 1583 (A. D. 1526).
Ude Karan, the Bidéwat Thékur of Dronpur, whose treachery hiad caused the
defeat and death of Liunkaran, under pretence of aiding at the funeral

Jet Si sncceeds.
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One of his first acts was to pay- hlS respects to Karniji, W"h‘o‘:‘ still -
Levies an army. - .hved,“ and;hl's’\ﬁ)r,st‘mlhtary expedition was agidinst’

. _ . the “ Bhimids” (landholders), whom “B{ki had
deprived of their estates, and who were now plundering the country. I will .
mention in detail those who joined his standard, as every now and then it
may be interesting to note what the Bikdnir “kher” or lévy consisted of,
There were the Rao’s brothers— . ' v

1. Gharsi, whose seat was at Garfb; 2, R4js{; -3, Megh R4y; 4, Kelan ;
Detail of levy. 5, Deosi; 6, Bijai Rdj, Amarsf, Biso. = His cousins,
. Sansér Chand, son of Bfd4, whose seat. was Pariyiro,
and another who could raise 3,000 men; Ude Karan of Dronpur, also a son
of Bfd4; Rdwat R4j Singh, son of Kéndhal, from Rdjdsar; Thikur Banfijf,
grandson of Ké4ndhal, from'Chichdbdd; Thikur Ardak Mal, son"of K4ndhal,
from S4hib4; Thikur Mahes Dds, son of M4ndal (K4ndhal’s brother) from
Sironda; Réo Harji Bbati, " son .of -Shekho of -
: Pigal ; Thakur B4gh Bhéti, another son of Shekho, -
The servants who had become byt gettled at Rdtmalwilf; Girdhar, son of Beld
hereditary. the Parihdr, stable-master from Beldsar; Nagrsj -
Mitsaddi, son of Bér Singh the Bachdwat; Maht4 Sihib Mal, son of Lil4
the Bed; Mahesh Dis, son of Népa the Sénkhld. The whole force amounted .
to about 20,000 men. - - .

Dadrews, to the east of Bikénir, was the rallying point of the disaffected,
Dadrewd, the focus of insur- 20d for seven months no impression could be made
rection, taken after many on the place. At last the defenders, at the head of .
months® siege. . whom was one Mdn Singh Depélot, made.a sally,
- and Mén Singh was killed, together with most of his men. Gharsf of Garib™ -
) L distinguished himself on this occasion, and Dadrewd
e dK‘i‘m Khéni villages o}l info Lidnkaran’s hands., Taking advantage of
obtamed. a feud amongst the K4im Khdn{s who possessed’
Tatahpur (in the present Sikar territory) Ininkaran interposed, and ‘as the price
of the assistance rendered, or of future neutrality, received 120 villages. - The
Chédyal R4jputs were now attacked. Their country -
Chayalwéra consisted of 440 villages, and was situ-
ated o the present Sirsd and Hissar border. The whole territory was annexed.
‘ . Liinkaran effected “the first distinguished matri-
Liinkaran e e daughter  yonial alliance which oceurs in the history of
of the Rana of Meywar. the Bikénfr house. R4i Maljf, Rénd of Chitor,
sent the cocoanut, and, accompanied by four of Karniji’s grandsons, Liinkaran,
“ in Sambat 1570 (A.D. 1514), set oft for Chitor. Kanwar Séngé, the Rénd’s
son and the subsequent opponent of Bébar, came three kos to meet him, and
 the marriage was celebrated with all due pomp; it being on record -that the
Chérans received 20 elephants and 200 horses. o o
T4l4 the Chéran, to whom Bik4 had granted. village Khérf, Chéran-like, - .
L . now involved Bfkénfr in- a war with Jaisalmir. ..
War with Jaisalmir. Being on a visit to that.state, Liil4 resented the -
contempb with which the Riwal spoke of - the Rdthors. . Whereupon the Révwal
exclaimed that he would give to Bréhmans :all the \land_ in .Ta}salmir which -
Réthors could ride over. Ll carried "the challenge tg Linkaran, who-
* summoning all his array marched to Rajébaf on the J asalmir border. ’I"hepfze
a hody of Rithors made a rapid incursion, watering their horse.s ‘at Gharsisar 11
o , Jaisalm{r, while the R4wal;, Devi Dds by hame,
City of Jnisalwir taken: B&-  59vanced to meet the enemy. - He had but a small
©. wala prisoner. " force, and in the fight which occurred he was taken - .

e

His relations by marriage.

Chayalward annexed.
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prisoner by Séngd, son of Bidd. The Réwal was placed bound on an elephant
in the'custody of Sangd, and so escorted to Jaisalmir, which was taken by the
oo ER R P Ak ca o ey

v ' . . - °r,

¢ . . i wi
Dis, restored the Jaisalmfr fort to him, and caused his sons to be betrothed
to the Réwal’s two daughters, who received a dowry of ten horses. The
: . - Réwal, however, was now to have his revenge.
einerenge of the Diwal allid  He formed an alliance with a Sindh Nawsb and
R attacked the Rfo. WWhen the contending forces
met, the Bhitfs, the Johyfs, together wmith Ude Karan, son of B{d4, who was
Lénkaran defeated and slain  Jealous of his cousin, drew off, and the Bikénir
through treachery of Biddwats army fled, leaming the Rfo with his three sons to
and others, Sambat 1683, defend himself. They fought desperately ; the Réo
had three horses killed under him, and then he fought on foot. Many assailants
lay round him ; but at length he, with his three sons and a son of Biké’s faithful
Parohit Bikansi, fell.

This fight occurred at Dos{, Sdwan Budi 4, Simbat 1583. On the news
reaching Bikdn{r three Rénis became satfs.

Liinkaran’s sons were—1, Jetsi, who succeeded him; 2, Pritépsf, of whom
come the Pritdp Singhot Bfkds; 8, Bairsi, from
whose son Néran are descended the Nérnots; 4,
Ratansf, who established himself at Mab4jan, and s representative 1s the
principal Bikénfr Thékur at the present day; 5, Tej Singh, father of the
Tejsot Bikéis; 6, Karan 8{; 7, Kishanji; 8§, Kushdl Si; 9, Rip Si, whose
son Bhoj Rdj held the villages of Bhela, Thethu, and Chakhd.

Karan Sf obtained a grant of Renf and furnishes another instance of
Gift to Chirons ¢ the wonderful power of clever rhymers in that
. : age. A Chéran had addressed to him a neat and
adulatory couplet, for which the young prince bestowed on him a “ Xaror
Chirad ’l W at pusao,” or gift of a “ Karor” of rupees (vide Tod,
Klm’f“' verse valued &8 % Vol. I, page 644). These gifts, however, are not
R necessarily paid in cash., In the present instance
the money could not have been procured; but an equivalent was given in
Karan 8f's son, Kirat Singh, whom the bard married to the daughter of a
Thékur in Sirohf, whence are descended the Kfrat Singhot Bikés of that State.
The couplet valued at a million sterling runs as follows :—

Litnkaran’s sons.

“To dujo sansdr
ALitd nii ghariyo mdndal
To gharyo Kirtdr
Ahdyd hunté Karnsi.”
All the rest of the world, the universe, of dirt the Creator has formed,
But Thee, O Karnst! hath He out of Lis own essence formed.

Jet 8,

Jet Si, son of Linkaran, was born Kétik Badi §,'Sambat 1546, and:
succeeded to the *“ gadf ” of Biké the day before the
new moon of Séwan, Sambat 1583 (A. D. 1526),
Ude Karan, the Bfd4wat Thikur of Dronpur, whose treachery had caused the
defeat and death of Iiinkaran, under prefence of aiding at the funeral

Jet Si snceeeds
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distribution of alms, came to Bikénir in hopes of being able to obcup}* it
But Jet Si ordered him toD leave, and a few -months after marched upon
. ronpur, after duly doing homage to Karnfii at
ﬂlggt?;}‘c‘gzm%;",’r‘g‘:{;‘:d P Deshnik. Ude Karan fled to Négor, then Jheld :
by & Musalmdn, and Jet S bestowed Dronpur on
Successfal espedition against:  S4ng4j{, a loyal grandson of Bida. Séngji. was
Johyis. then sent with a force to Sfhan (towards the pre-
- sent Sirsd) against the Johyds, few of whom seem to have obeyed the summons
of Linkaran, when a levy for the expedition against Jaisalmir was ordered,
and those who did come joined the traitor, Ude Karan. The expedition was -
successful, and the principal Johy4, Tihtn P4l, fled to Lihor. E

At this period Séngiji, son of Réo Pirthw{ R4j, Chief of -Amer (J aipur), .
by a daughter of- Liinkaran, came to Bikénir having -
quarrelled with his brethren and being anxious
Jet §i nids him to take pos-  for assistance in seizing the “gadi” of Amer. Jet
session of the Amer territory. Si readily granted the desired aid. The leaders
of the force, with the addition of a Johyi and 'a Bhati or two, were
much the same as those of Lunkaran’s reign. The whole levy amounted
to 15,000 men. Sdngdji’s brother, Ratan Singh, who then sat on the cushion
of Amer, was a miserable debauchee, and all power was in the hands of-
Aarder of Singdjis chief op hi§i micxllister, oge Tej ,Si. Thisdman was so;)n?
uracr o SEIS NS P induced to join Sdngédji’s party, and to assist in the .
ponent, Krrin: Chund Fardks. murder of f‘fliarm Clz;agd, I:: Naritkd, who had taken -
many villages, and was the most active and formidable person likely to oppose
Sangfji. The murder was shamelessly varried out, in the presence of Saugiji
by the hand of a Bikdnir sirddr; but the brother of the victim instantly.
retaliated by slaying the treacherous Tej Si, and Séngdj{ himself barely
escaped the avenging dagger. The result of the expedition was that much
of the Amer territory fell into the hands of S4ng4ji, who built the well-known
town of Sdngdnir. He did not, however, disturb his -brother Ratan. Singh at
Amer. It so happened that one Kénd, a Bfkdnir Chéran, had been in the -
service of the murdered Karm Chand, but was-absent on the occasion of his
death: Tinding that his late master’s followers, R4jpiits though they were,
and generously treated as they had been, had not struck-a blow for their leader,
he taunted them with cowardice, no doubt, in the biting Chéran style. They,
however, were not disposed to run amuck, and retorted on Kénd that they had
done as much as he had. Ou this Kdnd swore that he would eat no bread :till -
PR he had killed Séngdjf. Taking advantage of the
Murder of Singiji. presence at Séngdnir of a Bikdnfr sirddr .(the
Mahgjan Thékur), he obtained an in.trgducti_on to Séng4ji, and daily went to )
pay his respects, until, an opportum.ty oﬁ'ex_-mg, he stabbed the chief thrgugh
the chest, and was himself killed immediately afterwards. I have bneﬁy X
" yelated this and other instances of R4jpiit treachery, as showing that murder
followed murder in the brave days of thenation justas in modern and so-called ‘
cenerate times, notwithstanding that Réjpats- who dwell only on the - .

de tho
crgditable portion of their history often state the contrary.

Tn Sambat 1585, Réo Jet S{ marched to the aid of Génghji, a combatant
) < for the ““ gadi”” of Jodhpur. The lawful claimant
Relations with Jodhpar. " e 416 eushjon was Biramde, the uncle of (iz}r}géj}f.
But the mother of the former on one o_ccasion, when. four of the chief Mérwdr -
Tllllékurs were detdined by heavy rain in the palace,” had trea't.ed', them with -
incivility ' on their asking for. food and lodging, while' Géngdjf’s moth.er‘ ;

Séngdji of Amer.
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cheerfully provided them with food and beds. On the death of the reigning

Réo Stjoji, the Thékurs elected GAngji as Réo, to the exclusion of Biramde,

who, in addition to his mother’s unpopularity, was himself of feeble intellect.

But Biramde’s removal from the Jodhpur Fort was
A T e L NAoLiZ

Devotiou of a Banié minister. £ D&% whoce cone
duct furnishes one of the ’ ) . - s loyalty
to be fonnd in Rejpdt annal H was of a

Bami caste; but, like many men of his class, who in Rijputénd abandon
commerce for state service, he was a gallant soldler.. He fell in Bun{ndc’s
service, and his efforts for his master were fruitless.

Géng#ji and his uncle Shekhd o o PR T D P 2T I
contend for Jodhpur,

by powerful Thikurs, seem . '
felt his weakness so much
that all the land on ‘which o S 3 .
that on which ¢ bhariit” grew should be Gét ~* - LR
would have given the most'desert soil to the 1 .o -
the advice of his counsellors, rejected this offer . . -
the whole of Marwdr, It was at this juncture N
was applied to by Géngs)f, and the force which marched to theaid of the latter
was ‘6,000 strong. Shekbd obtained assistance from .the Khén of Négor,
which is on the south Bfkdnfr border. He came with 20,000 men, and
Gfingfjf again proposed terms which Shekhd peremptonly refused. A hard
3 ; . [fight ensued, in which the Nigor Khdn, suspect-
: gef st‘ ”d’dckﬁ.;‘fsl'- Shekbd ino g secret understanding between Shekhd and
s defeated and killed. GéngA, and astonished by the violence of Géng#’s
attack, drew off his forces, and Shekhi was defeated. Mortally wounded, he
was discovered on the field by Géng#yi and Jet Sf, who revived him wth
opium. Géngé)f taunted him with hs failure, and he reproached Jet Si for

* Though Réimal’s histery belongs to Mérwir, I give a short acconnt of him as a set-off to the
tales of murder and treason alrendy related. Rémmal beng uoable to mamntain Biramde at
Jodhpur, removed him to Sojnt, which he had soon to defend.  An attempt to assassinate Réimal
resulted ouly in the death of the assassin by the hand of the intended victim, and when
us principal supporter pomted out to him that Biamde was a fool and, beng childlcss,
that bis possessions must eventuslly revert to Géngdji's family, so that it was manifestly absurd
to continue ssusting hire, Rdimal rephed that others were frec to go, but that those who
wished to take down Biramde’s bed from Sojat must step on Réimls body to do it. Rfimal
was accordingly abandoned by all but 500 borse, but still Gdngdji ventnred only on slow
> encroachments, and Réimal, who was all watchfalness, managed to surprise and destroy a body
of lis followers during the Holi festival, and subsequently for two years baffled all his exer-
tions. An incident then occurred, which, as exhibiting the meannets of Birurode, eshances the

. merit of Rimal, . . .o " 3ht, named
ardés, having bec horse for
o fight with thoe - . . e On secing
therr condition, T . ! iis serviee,

reproached Bim fe , v . te.- L + ge Hardis
called bum & degenerate Rijpdt and left Sojat with his wounds undfessed. Fallng in with
(AL ot ' B B PR

- . . 1 ’ . . L . .
master. Ile formally devoted himscl by maling a circait (parikrim3) round Biramde's bed, and
then sallied forth with bis followers to the fight, in which he fell 23 he had resolved. Ifis death
2 s0om followed by the expulion from Sojat of Biramde and bis mother, ond its oceupation by
Ginghii.
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interfering in a family dispute. “My condition wi be o ‘
said, and then expired. ? y: conaxhen. il .one d:a?’ be y ours,” he
In Sambat 1595, the dlsappearancg, or transla’oioﬁ .of the -old Chéran -
End of Karafji. yyoman K.a' rniji of Deshnil took place. A short -
. ) fime previous to her end, she went to Jaisalmir to .
cure the Rawal Jet 81 of a tumour. This she is reported to have effected by
passing her hand over the sore. She likewise cured an aged carpenter of "
blindness, by causing him to attempt to look at her. On-her way baeck from
Jaisalmir she alighted at a place called Kardrdian Tal4i, where for some time -

‘she sat in contemplation with her head covered. At -length a jebt -of flame -

issued from her body, completely enveloped her, and she was seen no more, = -
Karnfji, as an avatdr of Devi,is still looked upon as the protectress of Bikénfr, . -

and is greatly reverenced by all classes. Her vil-"

lage of Deshntk, and more especially her temple, -

- 1s the most inviolable sanctuary in the country,

and in other parts of India temples have been raised in-her honor. Thus

there is one in the upper fort at Alwar, built not by a Réthor as ore would.

have expected, but by a Rén{ from Shéhpurd of the Sesodid clan. S

The same year that Karnfji ceased to be in the flesh Rdo Jet Si had to
fight the « Turks, ”” as Musalmdns from the north were called. The quarrel
arose out of the occupation of Bhatner, which a son of Ké4ndhal, under orders -
from the Rdo; had wrested from the Chiyal Réjpits, who had taken it from _
the Jobyds. A Jain priest (Sri Puji) of Bhatner, having been offended by the ‘

Auobals fake Bhatner and Bikdnir party, went off to Dehli, where he ‘told .- )
inva&’g Baﬂzénir. Prince Kdmrdn, son of Bébar, of the fine fort on -
- the border of the desert, and excited in him a desire ,

- of possessing it. He came with a large body of troops, ‘and having - taken
the place marched upon Bikdnfr. Much dread was there felt of the terrible”

- Turks, and Jet S{ feared to fight them. He derived little comfort from 'his -
counsellors, but when he consulted the pracle at Deshniik, he recovered con-
fidence ; for Karnij{ was propitious, manifested a hand, spoke graciously, and on -
the R40’s laying his arms before her image caused an arrow to fit itself-to the
bow string. The Rio thereupon made a sudden night attack on Kémrén’s force.
Supernatural assistance, in the shape of thousands of guoits flung from unseen ™

hands upon the Turks, secured the vietory to

Bikénir. Kdmrén exclaimed that they must be.

violating some Pir’s tomb by encamping on it, and galloped off. At the

village of Chotriya his umbrella was dropped in the hurry of flight, and, the
village being bestowed on Chérans, it is preserved by them to the present day.

The Turk force fled in such panic that it did not recover itself till a hundred -

kos lay between it and Bikénir.. But, in spite of Karniji, dark days were now

coming upon Bfk4nir, and the prophecy of Shekhé approached fulfilment. -
L ' M4lde of Jodhpur attempted to - poison -his

b Ghnghit of Jodhpur mardered  father the usurper Gangéjf, but was baffled by the
y fuis sof, who wnva AU devotion .of the Brdhman -cup-bearer, who, to

save the father from death and' the son from crime, himself swallowed the

fatal draught. Mélde, however, was not affected by remorse; he believed
that either he or his father must perish, and he still resolved that he would

not be the.victim.  Finding Géngdj{ washing his teeth on the top. of a

bastion of the fort, he approached him and made -as though he would filially

embrace him. His arms once round his father, he raised him from ‘the ground,
lifted him over the battlements, and' dashed him . on the boulders far beneath.

Karniji’s temple at Deshniik
greatly venerated.

Are repulsed.
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He then took possession of the ¢ gadi,” but wason bad terms willb all
Rajwird. On Bikénfr he began a series of aggressions, and at length marched
in person with 20,000 men against it, his lieutenants being Thikurs
Kunips and Pachdin. They encamped a few miles from Bikdnir, at village
Sowa, where Rdo Jet S met them after placing the Sdukhl4 Kiladér and his
nephew Bhoj R4j in charge of the fort.and city. .
Jet Sfappears to have been particular about duly paying his debts, and
it so happened that a Pathén horse-dealer, to
y Carclossness of Jet Btbefore  whom he owed 20,000, followed him to camp.
the enemy. On learning that the merchant had not been pad
s he supposed, he was so disturbed that, after giving orders to Ius personal
attendant that his absence was to be kept secret, he rode with the Pathdn
by night to Bikénfr to call his treasurers, two Saiyads, to account. The mer-
chant, anxious to appear as willing to give credit as the Rdo to pay cash,
objected to reccive the money at o time when the chief had so much weightier
Lusiness on his hands, and much time was spent in wrangling. At length
N the Réo set off to return to lus camp. Meanwhile
?!;N:‘:wl; st g‘i‘k‘“" force, 5 rumour spread that the Réo had abandoned the
ond Qexth of Jeb St army, aud after a time all the sirdérs came in a
body to his tent to enquire. The “darb4rf,” or attendant, averred that his
master was asleep, and refused to allow them to enter the tent. They
desired that the Rdo should be immediately awakened, as they had pressing
business with him. On this, the darbdrf was obliged to confess that the
Réo was absent—news which was received with general consternation—and
the impression spread that the Réo had fled, fearing to meet the enemy in
battle. Accordingly the whole force dissolved, and when shortly before day-
break the Rfo returned, about a hundred chékars or household slaves were all
that was Jeft of his army, From Bikdufr twenty-seven sawdrs had accom-
ponied the Rdo, who soon learnt that spies had communicated the state of
affairs to Mélde.

The little party was surrounded by the Jodhpur host, and the two chiefs
contended hand-to-hand. Mélde’s horse was killed by a blow of Jet Si’s talwir,
and this circomstance was regaided as a favorable omen and subsequently
scrved to sustain the hopes of the conquered Bikdniris. After slaying many
of their-assailants, as Kdndhal and Ldnkaran had done under similar eircum-
stances, the Réo v™ 7 *° 7 - ® 7 dred Chdkars were
killed to a man. 1398 (A. D. 1541).

Amongst those ki ) f the brave Parohit,
who had similarly fallen with Lidnkaran and several other hereditary servants.
Maélde forthwith marched upon the fort, but not before Bhoj Rdj had sent
DiLate fort jnvested away the Rdo’s family to Sirsd with an escort of

. two hundred men. Seven of the women, however,

ascended the funeral pile of their lord.

The fort was invested; and Bhoj R4j, having no means of holding out,

X X _on the fourth day resolved that he and the garrison
orzcr:"é‘;";l"‘fhﬂ‘_""°“‘ Captars “yoould die sword in hand. So they drank opium
water from his band, dressed in saffron-colored

garments, and having left the stamp of their vermillion-stained hands on the
fort walls they threw open the gate. Their.number was 1,500, and amongst
them were the Saiyads, whose remissness had cavsed Jet Sf’s absence from his
camp. All rushed forth and perished after slaughtering tivo ti d of their
focs. The fort of Bikd then fell into Milde’s hands with about half the
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Bildnir {erritory, in charge of which were left. Kémps and Pachdin,  Tot Sf

S04 i com. had thirteen sons—1, Kalfun Singh, who stcceed.--
ed him; 2, Bhid Rej, founder of the Bhig Rijot-.

134 200 L§ R4 N4 N * . z .
Bikis; 3, !h.z'L’ur_ i, rccxfned Stdmukh in grant, founded Jetpur; and {ook
Bhatner; 4, Kdnjf; 5, Mélde. These fiye were all the sons of n Sodf Rani

numed Kismide, who founded village Kaswisar; 6, Sringji, founder of Sring-
s und of the Sringot Bikis, n formidable brotherhood in the present day,’

i!hmn,:h not, gqmd to the Biddwats; 7, Surfjanst, who built Surjangar; 8, Katm
Semji; ¥, Pdean Mal; 10, Achal Dis; 13, Manjf; 12, Bhoj Rdj; 13, Tilok 81,

Lido Kalidn Singh.

The fortunes of the Bikdnir dynasty were at {his time al a Jower ebb

than {hey have ever been before or vince.  Bui Kalidn Singh, son of Jet 5§,

did vot sit idly complaining of hie ill luek; he was not, when' calamity visifed
him, ignorant of defeat; for in hie father’s lifetime he had represented Bikidnfr
in Rind Sanga’s srmy, and was present, at the great battle of Bidnd, when

Bibar overthrew the Rijpidt bost.  Tle now made

Kulifn Singh, ron of Jet 81, Sired his head-quarters, {rom whence he ravaged the -

peta himeelf nt Sirsd, :
preta himeel at S country oceupied by Mdlde. No nobles of position

I nidad by the Gadard Jits,
supported by Goddrd Jéte, who from their location
were espeeially expable of assisting him, aud who from the circumstanees of
their first submission to Bikd felt themselves in o peeuline manuer bound to
o eee y . ... tupport his family, The Rdo’s brother, Bhfid R4j,
q:?}{:(‘ g, }""'2"!“"\ of Ralifa ot with fitty horsemen to Dehli, where the Tm-
Singh, gees to the Dehli Court. . a2 . N : 7 .
peror Hidmdyin gave him service and treated him
kindly. Great things were to come of this diplomatic move, though to go
himself or to depute u relative to the Delidi Court was but the commoanplace act
of every chief and noble in misfortune. _

Though his chief subje

&) iainr t Y . Y e ..
T;:;ﬁn‘_‘;:r f\,‘;‘;‘r‘;‘;n'hf Himmde 5, Mirwér, n place more prolific in great Réthor
warriors than any other. Biramde, after the battle

in which Shekhd was killed and Giingd obtained the “ gad{”’ of Jodhpur, had .
svized as plunder o fine elephant. pamed © Dariyaf” which belonged to -
Shekbi's supporter, the Khdn of Négor. The animal was so large that the |

eate of the Mertin Fori was too small to admit it, .and had to be broken

down for the purpose; a cirenmstance which was thought inauspicious. -

Presently Rdo Gingd and his son Mdlde claimed * Dariy:’d,”. but the Théakuar
objeeted {o give him up until Milde himsell came by invitation to be f'e’astfg
and to veceive the elephant.  Mglde, however, peremptorily demanded “Darfy4i ™.

before he would appear at the Thikwur’s entertainment; and Biramde, irritated ab

the young man’s want of trust’ and impatience; called him an impetuous
lad,” and told him to go home. ) : '

his name was Malde,” he would “ sow radishes (almost the only garden-
vegetable in, the sandy tract) on the site of the M?rtzz} Fort.” ~ On a con-
ciliatory message being senb by Milde’s father Gingd, the clephant was
given up ; but Mélde did not forgive the Thékur, and on attaining power
Danished him to Ajmfr. There and elsewhere he performed a series of daring.
and whimsical exploits, which are all detailed in_the * Kiyént ; but as they
belong more to the history of Mérwér than fo that of Bikdnir, I pass thgm

s

efs held aloof, an important ally joined Rdo Kalidn
Singh al. Strsd, numely, Biramde Thiakur of Mertia -

threw in their Jof with him, but he was Joyally .

Mdlde went, but swore that “as sure as -
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over. Enough has been said to show that Kalidn Siogh obtained in Biramde
| . a gallant and distinguished, though somewhat
Dgﬁ“‘“ follows Dbdrsj 8 yockless, supporter. The Thikur, believing that
¢ more towards the attainment of the object in view
was to be done at Dehli than at Sirs, obtained permission to follow the Réo’s
brother, Bhftir4j, with whom he resided on arrival at the imperial city. Bhfiirdj
bad established friendly relations with btbe Emperor’s u-ah:{r, and thrlo{ugh him
Geki & Biramde obtained access to the Emperor Himéyin.
w:g:“s\:eg Shﬁ‘?&f{ut‘;‘:?ﬁ At this time, according to the “Kiydnt,”* the future
peror. usurper Sher Shéh was with s father at Dehl,
in command of a body of. horse, the pay of which was in arrears; so that the
d were much emb d.  Bhidrdj, through his intimaey with
the toazfr, was enabled to facilitate the settlement of the account; and a
friendship previously existing between Sher Shih and the Rdjpit thus was
strengthened. ~ Bhiirdj is said to have accompanied Sher Shéh, when the latter
went with his father to stir up the insurrection, which was to place him on the
throne ; and a short, though incorrect, account of this event is recorded in the
. . #Kiyint”, which also narrates the flight of Hémsy-
sther Bldh aterbis asurpation i and the birth of Akbart The day that Sher
T Shéh seated on the throne he had usurped was for
the first time receiving the homage of the nobles, Biramde went alone into the
- presence ; “for Bhférdj happened that day to be occupied with the performance
of his father’s ¢ shrédh ’ or memorial service. Sher Shéh, observing Biramde,
said, “ What ! You are still here1” ¢ Hazrat, where else should I go?”” was the
reply. *“ Become a Musalmén, and you shall recover your patrimony,” returned
the Emperor, Biramde ined silent, and p Iy went sadly back to his
friend Bhidrdj, and told him of the new and impossible condition of success.
Bhiiirdj, who was a man of great tact, told Biramde that he had showed none,
and the next day went undismayed to the darbir, accompanied by Biramde,
on noticing whom Sher Shéh asked whether he was going to comply. Biramde
was again speechless, and the Emperor turning to Bhidrdj offered him the .
same terms. Bhidrdj replied that they were both ready to accept the
2.1t LA | R T LU T vai oot seror
EE ' . H . ‘old
HE . ! e . ., ting,
and knew that two more votaries would not add much to the giory ot Islim,
and then with an appreciation of the character of the two men he added,
¢ Although I may lose Dehli, you will surely recover your lands held for gene-
rations by your ancestors; but Biramde will never keep his, even if placed in
Duftes) wnd Kaliin Swgh A A A
oin in the campai i e \
’,jhﬂlde. campaign against — D i .
The Bfkénfr dynasty had now emerged from the lawest depths of adver~
Ritkui - sity, Rdo Kalién Singh when he fled to Sirsd was,
Soghe uobles join Kalin  0°F pave before mentioned, unfollowed by any
Sird4rs of note ; but no sooner was Bhixirdj’s success
at Dehli known than Réwat Kishen Dis of Réwatsar, an influential Bfkéofr
noble, appeared at Sirs, and was gladly received by the Réo, who repressed
the disposition of some of his people to reproach the Réwat with having aban-
doned the Rdo’s father in his extremity and the Réo himself in misfortune.

® Musilmin bistories do not support this account, which is onty giren as the Bikinir veniia

t Regarding Hiwiyin, see Appendiz,
[
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“ Now that the Rdwat has joined us,” he said, “ we. shall get our own :‘égnin,‘
' not, so, had he died with Jet S Thus stimulated,

the Rdwat began to organize a force to operate in-

Bikénir, whilst Rdo Kalidn Singh acted as ordered.

with the imperial army. He succeeded in collecting 6,000 men, and the J ohy4

Ritwat, Kishien Dis, of Rawnt-
gar, heads Kuliin Singlv’s party,

Chicl, whose country was in and near the present. Sirsd- District, came with :
4,000 more. With this aid the Riwat within twenty days expelled the Jodh-"~ -

pur troops from two posts, Lninkaransar and Géribdesar, cast of Bfkdnfr. - He.
then invested Bindsar, an important position in front of the Bikdnfr Fort, where -
Thakur Kiimpd commanded in person. The Réwat promising that Kimpi

and his garrison should be allowed to retire with all honor, called upon him

either {o give up the place to those alone entitled to occupy it, or else to come
out like a Rdjput and fight in the open. But Kiimpd was too prudent, and
would neither surrender nor fight, but he sent to Mflde begging for aid.
Meanwhile, the Emperor had marched from Dehli with a large host. Bhfirfj -
was in high favor, and had received Rs. 30,000 from the imperial treasury to - -
defray his expenses. Two marches from Dehli, Rfio Kalidn Singh joined the =
army which proceeded towards Ajmir, Bhiiirdj -and Biramde always in
the van. Ajmfr reached, Biramde sent money and letters to his vassals
at Mertia, ealling upon them to join him, while Kalidn Singh communicated
with the R4wat who was pressing hard on Kimpé at Bikdnfr. - .

At this juncture Mdlde, who saw that he must fight a battle at Ajmir, -

resolved to abandon Bfkénir, and orders were
accordingly sent to Kiumpd, who then gladly’
- availed himself of the Rdwat’s offer to allow him' to return unmolested to

Milde nbandons Bikénir,

Jodhpur if the fort were surrendered. The date .

u)f}':)‘:{lt receives possession of o the recovery of the fort was Pauh Sudi 15,
) Sambat 1601, or two years and nine months after.
the loss of it. DBut, though the authority of Rio Kalidn Singh wasthus
re-established within his state, he felt that the fate of himself and his prin-
- cipality depended on the result of the struggle at Ajmir, where: Mélde had
marched with 40,000 meén. s o
‘ Biramde made a clever attempt to engender suspicion- between Malde
and bis generals Kdmpd * {who had just returned from Bikdnir) and Jet 81 of
Bagro. As his brother nobles, he must have been well acquainted with them ;
and since, when hostile Rdjpit hosts are in front of one another, there is °
always some (not unfriendly) communication between them, he had no difficulty
in arranging an interview with the two Thdkurs, at which he apparently
urged that he wanted Siroh{ talwdrs and blankets, and. that it would be a
good-natured act if they would get them for him, he at.once advancing -
Rs. 40,000 for the purpose. With the lax sense of duty of a Rdjpit
and the great need of cash, but probably without any freasonable intent, the. -
{wo Thikurs seem to have readily assented, Kiump4 undertaking to supply -
the talwérs, Jet S{ the blankets. As soon as they.
had got the money, Biramde opened communica-:.
tion with M#lde, warning him that his generals were bribed with Delhi gold,
and that if he doubted it he should send spies to their tents and ascertain
if ‘they were not unduly flush of éash. This Mélde-did, and discovered that
large sums of money had lately come into their possession. For a-time he

. was full of suspicion and uneasiness, bub.‘Biramde’s intent«ipn seems to have’

' Biramde’s stralagem.

& Kdmpd is mentionezltbi Ferishtn:
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suen irusirawy vy the frankness of Milde’s emissary, and the real-nature of
the transaction transpired, s
- Pron The Emperor’s wazfr now suggested that the

+Propozed ducl quarrel should be settlod by ducl % ¢ekdn ki bethy.
The idea is stated to have found favor with Sher Shik, who consulted

Biramde, telling him he had a Pathén who wished to be his champion.
Biramde asked to see the man, and on his appearing told the Emperor that
if he gent him and two more with him, Mélde could produce a man (one
Bidi, son of Bhéram) who would strip the three of their armour. The notion
of a duel was quently abandoned, and the Emp sent word to Milde
that he meant to fight the next morning. The reply was, “good.” It
should be observed, that this sending notice of an intention to attack isa
Rijpit practice, which, though so stated in the « Kiyint,” it is not likely that
Sher Shéh imitated. It is probable that the «Kiyint” 1s more accurate
in relating that Kalidn Singh sent to remind his enemy that the quarrel was

. IR Bt (R ]

5 3

one between themselves, an®: . ‘ ve no

- i +, the

Complete defeat of Mélde by . R "hoth
imperial forecs. .

tterly

destroyed, and Kudmpd and Panchain, the two Thikurs lately employed in the
invasion and oceupation of Bikénfr, were both killed. Mslde escaped with a
small Lody of men to the hills, where he had long to wait before he recovered
his territory. Jodhpur was defended gallantly by its Killaddr, but want of
water compelled him to evacuate the fort, and he fell with 300 men in a gallant
sally, Biramde recovered his fief of Mertia, but before he went there he
cut down all the mango.trees at Jodhpur by way of revenge on Malde, for
having -cut the strings of all the musicians’ instruments when he occupied
Mertia, -
The Réo was now at liberty to veturn to Bikénfr; but he first eonferred
Thetitle of @ Restorer of Tost onl hisr brz&ylc n;d sagaciol}li brizth(eir”m;ig\ir?j“thc
» wrss title of ““The Restorer of lost lan al bhum
lend, ke conferted on Bbicf. 7 Udhri), a title borne to the present day by his
descendants, the Bhidrdjot Bikds ; and Bhidrdj’s memory is hikewise perpetuated
by the name of the village Bhinsar which he founded. .
On zrrival at Bikénfr, Kalifin Singh’s first act was to visit Deshnik, to
return thanks to Karnijf. He was not nccompanied by his brother, who with
Retarn of iramde o Mertia Bi{amdeﬁ?ad toblt';gur(:ln with the Emperor to _})ellxi,
4kt £ Bil&at where they obtaine rmission  to home,
x0d of Bhick] to Bikfoir. Bhiirdj. nc{cmpnnied BI{:nmdc to Mergz, where
the latter publiely manifested his gratitude ; and when he reached Bikinfr, the
Réo also again addressed him in DarbAr as the * Restorer,” a designation
than which none coild confer more honor on, or afford more gratification to,
a R4jpit. Réwat Kishen Dids reccived as a reward for his services Jetpur,
still occupied by his descendants.
Fifteen or sixteen years after the recovery of Bikdnfr, Kalidn Singh again
e oy we ., Senta force into Jodhpur to assist Jaimal, son and
mK{-Mul _ﬁ;‘}g‘:ﬁs"m‘:'m"" successor of Biramde, against Mélde, who, baving
= * recovered Jodhpur, was again threatening Mertia.
Milde was once more defeated and forced to retreat to a camp at some

® The proposal does not seemn to have been an oxtraordinary one, ride Tod, Vol. 1, page €28,
snd Ferishta, Brigge’ Translation, Vol. 11, page 215, -

1
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“ Now that the Réwat, has joitied us;” he said,  we- shall get our own again, - -

i L. i not so, had he died with Jet S1.”*Thus stimulated
safr:gg:il]{s:l?gnl)é‘ﬁ;goﬁ’ :{;‘1“;‘; the ’Rz’uvat began to organize a force to. operate i
Bikénfr, whilst Réo Kalin Singh acted as-ordered

with the imperial army. He succeeded in collecting 6,000 men, and the Johys R
Chief, whose country was in and near the present. Sirs§- District, came with * =
4,000 more. With this aid the Réwat within twenty days expelled the Jodh- -- -

pur troops from two posts, Liinkaransar and Géribdesar, east of Bikénfr. He
then invested Bindsar, an important position in front of the Bik4nfi Fort, where -
Thékur Kiimp4 commanded in person. The Riwat promising that, Kimps

and his garrison should be allowed to retire with all honor, called upon him - |

either to give up the place to those alone entitled to occupy it, or elsé to come

out like a R4jput and fight in the open, But Kumpd was-too prudent, and . -
would neither surrender nor fight, but he sent to Mélde begging for aid. - -
Meanwhile, the Emperor had marched from Dehli with 4 large host. "Bhitrd}- -

was in high favor, and had received Rs. 80,000 from the imperial treasury fo:
defray his expenses. Two marches from Dehli, Rdo Kalidn Singh joined the -
army which proceeded towards Ajmir, Bhidrdj -and Biramde always in
the van. Ajmir reached, Biramde sent money 'and letters” to" his vassals -
at Mertia, calling upon them to join him, while Kalidn Singh cofamunicated -
with the Rdwat who was pressing hard on Kdmpa at Bikdnir. - '

At this juncture Mdlde, who saw that he must fight a battle at Ajmfr, o

Milde abandons Bikdnir. . L, .. .
e abandons BIEARE accordingly sent to Kiumpd, who then gladly

resolved to abandon Bikanir, and orders were . -

availed himself of the Réwat’s offer to allow him'to return unmolested to . -~ -

= ) . Jodhpur if the fort were surrendered.. The date
' tthi“":t receives possession of - of the reovery of the fort was. Pauh Sudi 15, .
¢ fort. Sambat 1601, or two years and nine months after

the loss of it. But, though the authority of Rdo Kalidn Singh- was thus .

re-established within his state, he felt that the fate of himself and his prin-
. cipality depended on the result of the struggle at Ajmir, where. Mélde had
marched with 40,000 men. : L, B
Biramde made a clever attempt to engender suspicion between M4lde
and his generals Kiimpé ¥ (who had just returned from Bfkdnir) and Jet Siof
Bagro. As his brother nobles, he must have been well acquainted with them ;.
and since, when hostile Réjpit hosts are in front of one another, there is-
always some (not unfriendly) communication between them, he had no difficulty
in arranging an interview with the two Thékurs, at which he apparently
urged that he wanted Sirohi talwdrs and blankets, and. that it would be a ‘
good-natured act if they would get them for him, he at once advancing
Rs. 40,000 for the purpose. With the lax sense of duty of a Réjput
and the great need of cash, but probably without any freasonable intent, the.
two Thakurs seem to have readily assented, Kiumpi undertaking to supply -
the talwirs, Jét Si the blankets. - As soon as.they
had got the money, Biramde opened communica- ..
ion with M4lde, warning him that his generals were b_ri.bed with Delhi golg], :
" and that if he doubted it he should sénd spies to their tents and ascertain’ -
if ‘they were not unduly flush of ¢ash. This Mslde did, and discovered that
‘large sums. of money had. lately come into their possession. For a.time he.

was full of suspicion .and uneasiness; but. Biramde’s intentipn seems to have .. -

' Biramde’s stratagem.

" & Kfimpi is mentioned by Ferishtn,

-
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been frustrated by the frankness of Malde’s emissary, and the real -pature of
the transaction transpired, . {
The Emperor’s wazir now suggested that the
- Proposed ducl quarrel should bo sottlod by duel % (ekdn ki beth).
The idea is stated to have found favor with Sher Shdh, who consulted
Biramde, telling him he had 2 Pathin who wished to be his champion.
Biramde asked to see the man, and on his appearing told the Emperor that
if he sent hin and two more with him, Mdlde could produce a'man (one
B{dd, son of Bhbiram) who would strip the three of their armour, The notion
of o duel was quently abandoned, and the Emperor sent word to Mélde
that he meaut to fight the next morning. The reply was, “good” It
should be observed, that this sending notice of an intention to attack isa
Rijpit practice, which, though so stated in the « Kiy4nt,” it is not likely that
Sher Shéh imitated. It is probable that the “Kiydot” 15 more accurate
in relating that Kalifn Singh sent to remind his enemy that the quarrel was
one between themselves, and in the approaching battle they ought to have no
difficulty in finding one another. Iowever, the
. Complete defeat of Milde by 475 Rfios apparently did not meet in fight, for hoth
imperial forces. } 5
v survived the day. Mélde’s army was utterly
destroyed, and Kdmp4 and Panchain, the two Thékurs lately employed in the
invasion and occupation of Bikénfr, were both killed. M#lde escaped with a
small body of men to the lulls, where he had long to wait before he recovered
his territory. Jodhpur was defended gallantly by its Killaddr, but want of
water compelled him to evacuate the fort, and he fell with 300 men in a gallant
sally. Biramde recovered his fief of Mertia, but before he went there he
cut down 2ll the mango-trees at Jodhpur by way of revenge on Mélde, for
having -cut the strings of all the musicians’ instruments when he occupied
Mertia.
The Réo was now at liberty to return to Bikdufr; but he first conferred
N on his brave and sagacious brother Bhfiirdj the
Jaratitls of ¢ Restorer of Jost  tit]o of «The Restorer of lost land * (Gaf shum
T ¥ le bdkri), a title borne to the present day by his
descendants, the Bhfdr4jot Bikds; and Bhfiird)’s memory is likewise perpetuated
by the name of the village Bhiusar which he founded. .
On arrival at Bikénfr, Kalidn Singh’s first act was to visit Deshndk, to
return thanks te Karnijf. He was not accompanied by his brother, who with
‘ Retarn of Biramde o Mert; Biramde had to return with the Emperor to Delli,
and of n“aﬁ;'amnfunih"m where they obtained permission to go home.
Bbférdj. accompanied Biramde to Mertia, where
the latter publicly manifested his gratitude ; and when he reached Bfkénfr, the
- Réo also again addressed him in Darbfr as the ¢ Restorer,” a designation
than which none coutld confer more honor on, or afford more gratification to,
a R4jpdt. R&wat Kishen Dis reccived as a reward for his services Jetpur,
still occupicd by his descendants.
Fifteen or sixteen years after the recovery of Dikénfr, Kalifu Singhagain
lisn & ..~ senta force int_o Jodhpur to assist Jaimal, son and
"5:,;: ,,',';EE‘,_'Q;‘;‘ d’:’m‘!“ successor of Biramde, against Mélde, who, baving
° ) recovered Jodhpur, was again threatening Mertia.
Malde was once more defeated aud forced. to retreat to a camp at some

® The proposal does not scem to have been an extraordinary one, rale Tod, Vol 1, page 628,
and Ferishts, Briggs’ Translation, Vol, 11, poge 215, -
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“ Now that the Riwat has joined us,” he said,  we. shall get our own hgaiﬁ, SRt

Ritwat Kishen bﬂs, of Rawat- Zeomd- ; : . : h
sar, heads Kalidn Singh’s party, the Réwat bcgan to organize a force to operate in

not so, had he died with- Jet 81.” Thus ‘stimulated, - -

Bikdn{r, whilst Rdo Kalidn Singh acted as ordered - e

with the imperial army. e suceeeded in collecting 6,000 men, and the Johys
Chief, whose country was in and near the present.Sirsd District, came with
4,000 more. With this aid the Riwat within twenty days expelled the Jodh- - -
pur troops from two posts, Liinkaransar and Giribdesar, east of Bikénfr. He
then invested Bindsar, an important position in front of the Bikdnfr Fort, where -
Thékur Kiimp4 commanded in person. The Réwat promising that. Kidmpi
and his garrison should be allowed to retire with all honot, called upon him .

cither to give up the place to those alone entitled to occupy it, or else to ¢ome - Vi

out like a Réjpuit and fight in the open. But Kidmpd was too prudent, and
would neither surrender nor fight, but he sent to Mdlde hegging for aid.
Meanwhile, the Emperor had mnrched from Debli with a large host.  Bhitirgj
was in high favor, and had received Rs. 30,000 from the imperial treasury to
defray his expenses. Two marches from Dehli, Rfio Kaliin Singh joined the
army which proceeded towards Ajmir, Bhiurdj -and Biramde always in

the van. Ajmfr reached, Birnmde sent money and letters to his vassals =

at Mertia, ealling upon them to join him, while Kalidn Singh corimunicated -

with the Rdwat who was pressing hard on Kiimpd at Bik4uir. L
At this juncture Malde, who saw that he must fight a battle at Ajmir, .

xesolved to abandon Bikdnir, and .orders were. . -

accordingly sent to Kimpd, who then gladly ™

~availed himself of the Réwat’s offer to allow him’ to refurn unmolested to
i . . Jodhpur if the fort were surrendered. The date

pptirat pecclves possession of of the recovery of the fort was Pauh Sudi.15, .

) Sambat 1601, or two years-and nine months after

Milde abandons Bikdnir,

the loss of it. But, though the aunthority of Réo Kalidn Singh was thus

re-established within his state, he felt that the fate of himself and his prin--
. cipality depended on the result of the struggle at Ajmir, where. M4lde had -
marched with 40,000 men. © o
» Biramde made a clever attempt to engender suspicion between Malde
and his generals Kdmp4 * (who had just returned from Bfkdnir) and Jet 81 of
Bagro. As his brother nobles, he must have been well acquainted with them ;.
and since, when hostile R4jpit hosts are in front of one another, there is
always some (not unfriendly) communication between them, he had no difficulty
in arranging an interview with the two Thékurs, at which he apparently
urged that he wanted Siroh{ talwérs and blankets, and that it would be a-
good-natured act if they would get them for him, he at once advancing
Rs. 40,000 for the purpose. With the lax semse of duty of a -Réjpit
and the great need of cash, but probably without any treasonable intent, the -
‘two Thakurs seemn to have readily assented, Kimpé undertaking to supply
the talwidrs, Jét Si the blankets. As soon as they.
had got the money, Biramde opened communica- .
tion with M4lde, warning him that his generals were bribed with Delhi gold,
and that if he doubted it he should send spies to their'tents and ascertain
if ‘they were not unduly flush of éash, This M.é.lde—dld, and discovered that
large sums of money had lately come into their possession.. For a time he
was full of suspicion .and uneasiness, but. Biramde’s -intention seems to have

. Biramde’s stratagem.

& K(mpi is mertioned by Ferishta, ** -
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Teen frustraled by the frankness of Malde’s emissary, and the real'nature of
the transaction transpired, N
The Emperor’s wazfr now suggested that the
Troposed ducl. quarrel shoﬁfd Le settled by duel "?(gckén ki beth).

The idea is stated to have found favor with Sher Shik, who consulted
Biramde, telling him he had a Pathin who wished to be his champion,
Biramde asked to see the man, and on his appearing told the Emperor that
if he sent him and two more with him, MAlde could produce a man (one
Bidd, son of Bhéram) who would strip the three of their armour. The notion
of a duel was consequently abandoned, and the Emperor sent word to Maslde
that he meant to fight the next morning. The reply was, “good.” 1t
should be observed, that this sending notice of an intention to attackisa
Rdjpit practice, which, though so stated in the «Kiydnt,” it is not likely that
Sher Shih imitated. It is probable that the “Kiyint” is more accurate
in relating that Kalidn Singh sent to remind his enemy that the quarrel was
one between themselves, and in the approaching battle they ought to have no

difficulty 1 finding one another. However, the
i -Completo defeat of Milde by ¢rv6 Rfos apparently did not meet in fight, for hoth
mperial forees. : 5 )

. survived the day. Miélde’s army was utterly
destroyed, and Kdmpa and Panchain, the two Thikurs lately employed in the
invasion and occupation of Bikénfr, were both killed, M4lde escaped with a
small Lody of men to the hills, where be had long to wait before he recovered
his territory. Jodhpur was defended gallantly by its Killad4r, but want of
water compelled him to evacuate the fort, and he fell with 300 men in a gallant
sally. Biramde recovered his fief of Mertia, but before he went there he -
cut down all the mango-trees at Jodhpur by way of revenge on Mdlde, for
having -cut the strings of all the musicians’ instruments when he occupied
Mertia.

The Réo was now at liberty to return to Bikénfr; but he first conferred

on his brave and sagacious brother Bhidrdj the

,,,',{,";‘;‘E:’:jn‘;ef;‘;;‘fg;;;fig:;‘ title of “The Restorer of lost land ” (Gai éhum

P " la békri), a title borne to the present day by his

descendants, the Bhifdrjot Bikds; and Bhfirdj’s memory is likewise perpetuated
by the name of the village Bhiusar which he founded. .

On arrival at Bikénfr, Kalidn Singh’s first act was to visit Deshnik, to
return thanks to Karnijf. He was not accompanied by his brother, who with
’ Retarn of Biramdo to Merti Biramde had to return with the Emperor to Delli,
and of Dhidrdj to Bitsoder Where they obtained permission to go home,

Bhidrdj. accompanied Biramde to Mertia, where
the latter publicly manifested bis gratitude ; and when he reached Bfk4nfr, the
Rio also again addressed him in Darbdr as the * Restorer,” a designation
than which none cottld confer more honor on, or afford more gratification to,
a Rijpét. Réwat Kishen D4s received as a reward for his services Jetpur,
still occupied by his descendants.

Fifteen or sixtecn ycars after the recovery of Bikénfr, Kalidn Singh again

o R . senta foree into Jodbpur to assist Jairsal, son and
mg:l‘s;: .5,;‘}’-;"“‘;?;1 d'c’“’m““ successor of Biramde, against Mélde, who, having

° g recovered Jodhpur, was again threatening Mertia,
Milde was once more defeated and forced to retreat to a camp at some

* % The proposal does not scem to have been an extraondinary one, eide Tod, Vol, §, page €28,
and T'eriskts, Briggs’ Translation, Vol. 11, page 215. ~
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divstai'.]ce,’ where his discomfiturée was éoinj)léted by a Chamér, swhont Jair‘ﬁal;f

contemptuously. sent to Milde with a “ nagir4,” or kettle-druim, which the -

latter had lost in the fight. The Chamér, proud of an opportunity of beating:
the Rdo’s “nagérd,” kept sounding it as he approached the camp. ~ Mélde,
thml'nng it heralded an attack, retired; and, as the sound still. drew near, -
continued his retreat to Jodhpur. - S s
_ Some time after, the Emperor’s Deputy at Ajmir, H4jf Kh4n Pathén, being -

Biliduie fores semt bo 1id Siba. attacked by Mélde, besought assistance from the
dér of Ajmfr ngainst Malde, a0 of Bikdnir and the Rénd of Mewdr. * Each
° sent 5,000 men, but the Bikén{r force seems to have .

been delayed ; for before it arrived, Mdlde had withdrawn from the contest, and
the Rin4, as an acknowledgment of the aid rendered, had asked for Hiji Khén’s
only elephant and his' mistress. Notwithstanding that the Rénd’s Réjpis-
servants pointed out-the un-Réjput-like character of the demand, the Rini
persisted in it, whereupon H4djf Khdn formed an alliance with his Iate foe Mélde,

and the two combined beat the R4n4 and then attacked and took Mertia, which . -, .

thus at length fell into Mdlde's hands. The chopping and changing’ of friends
and foes probably puzzled Bfk4nfr, which, taking advantage of its contingent
being late for the fight and therefore uncommitted to either - party; kept .
altogether out of the complication. ; .
Réo Kalidn Singh never appears to have recovered-his strength entirely.
Continned wenlk - Though he lived for twenty-seven years after his.
Bisintr Do avenkness of the  yestoration, he engaged in no war except that with -

Mdélde, with whom he could not safely make peace,. - :

and on neither of the occasions when he sent a force into Marwar did-it exceed
. 7,000 men. ~ On the last but 5,000 were sent, and, as already stated, no “effort
seems to have been made fo-save Mertia from Malde, which would imply a sense
of weakness. The only Sirddrs who accompanied the expeditions were the -
Rdo’s brother, Sringji, the Mahdjan Thékur, Banfrj{, the representative - of_ -,
Kéndhal; the Pdgal R4o, R4wat Kishan D4s of Jetpur, and Néranji, grandson-of - -
Liinkaran, on whom Kali4n Singh had conferred an estate, and from whom
the Nérnot Rdthors spring, The Réo’s distinguished brother, Bhiirdj, seems

to have rested on his honors, and another brother, Thékur -Si; who held Sid- - :

~miikh and Jetpur (not Kishen D4s’ village), likewise does not appear. in the

two Mérwdr expeditions, But he was the leader of an enterprise twhich is
thus told. - ' A - S
Thékur S{’s estate was situated in the north-east of the Bikdn{r territory, -

‘Thékur Si, brother of the Rao,

talces Bhatnér by stratagem night’s ride of Bhatnér, which was then in the .

possession of the Bhétti tribe of Chdyal, with
whom Thakur S{ was on bad terms. The Sird4r’s house (Kotr) -was a small
one, and afforded insufficient accommodation for his wife, a Jaisalmfr lady,”
who had been bred in a palace. One day, at the height of the hot weather,

4P

and Jetpur, where he resided, was within along -

Thékur Sf was sitting outside in a “chaubdr4,” or arcaded reclining-room, .

and his wife bathing inside the house, when a storm came on, covering every-
“thing with dust.  The lady, in'the extremity of discomfort, exclaimed, This 15
the lot of women who marry those who have no decent place to live in.”
Thékur Sf overheard the speech, and it gave force to designs he had long’
cherished against Bhatnér. It chanced that a Bhatnér oilman (teli) ~bad’
married at Jetpur, where he.came to bring home his wife.. Thakur 8i, hearing -

singing in the house of the- wife’s father, enquired, and ascertained that.a =

Bhatnér oilman was in the village, and the following day the man came to .

-



()

pay his respects.to the Sirddr. Thélkur Sf askec 1ay questions alout Bhat-
n€r, and the-conversation was prolonged until the oilman was summoned by
his friends to & meal. The Thikur, however, would not let him go, and said he
must stay and eat with him; fm-~ since he was a son-in-law of one of his
villagers, he regarded him as his own son-in-law,

Soon the Havildér of the cooks announced dinner, and the Sirdér took
the “telf” and seated him beside himself. From his own dishes he gave
oo © 7 (chapdtfs made with ghee), rice, dé,

The * telf,” who ““ had never seen such
, and went away highly delighted and
praising the great kind Sirddr. Thékur S kept the oilman for fifteen days,
feasting him, giving “atr,”’ and making the slave-girls from behind the pards
talk and sing for his amusement. After this course of entertainment the
Sirddr bad no difficulty in obtaining the “ teli’s”” promise of assistance in the
exceution of any plot aghinst Bhatnér. He lived in the Bhatuér Fort itself,
so spies were sent back with him, and full information regarding the locality
obtained, Immediately afterwards, the villagers of Jetpur observed two long
“minj* grass cables being made under the direction of the Sirddr, with
wooden bars three cubits long inserted into each at intervals of a cubit.
They were told that the apparatus was harness for an elephant; in reality
it was, of course, a large rope-ladder. Preparations were complete, when word
arrived from the oflman that Ahmad, the chief and most vigorous Chéyal,
had left the fort to marry his son, and that the Sirddr should act at once.
. With two thousand men Thékur Sf rode off by night to Bbatnér; the
ladder was drawn’ up by the “tel{”’ and secured to an embrasure; the Réthors
ascended in safety and surprised the Chéyals, who were killed to the number
of five hundred men, the Sirdar’s loss being three hundred. The Fort keys were
then sent to Réo Kalidn Singh at Bfkénir, but he returned them and bestowed
. Bhatnér on Thékur S{. The Jaisalmfr lady was
32‘" eaptare sugpested by bis 5500 cont for and installed in grand apartments,
‘ where, in due form (nazar and nachrel), she
reeeived her lord, who made her a set speech, saying, that her reproach had been
the cause of the capture of Bhatnér through the
'_w:‘l’f"“’: :E bolds Bhatnér for  lessing of Karnfji. For twenty years Thékur S{
¥ years. governed Bhatnér prosperously, and reduced all
the surrounding pargands Sirsf, Fatidbid, Siwdnf, &c.; but at length im-
The SGtadir at length takes Perial treasure having been plundered by dacoits
it, sud Thikur Sifallsindefend-  within Bhatnér territory, the Emperor ordered the
Ing it . Hissir Stbad4r to attack the fort, which was ac-
cordingly invested, but for a long time without success. At length the pres.
sure of the siege became irresistible, the women had to be sent away, and the Jast
desperate R4jpit sally made. Thékur Sf fell with many followers, and the
TlSkur Sfs son recovers Subaddr occupied the fort. Thékur Sfs cldest son,
Dhatoér owing to the favorof BAghjl, after taking counsel with his uncle, the
the Emperor, Réo at Bfkinfr, went to Debli, where he attracted
the Emperor’s notice by his extraordinary strength and prowess. He lifted a
Yersian bow which no one else could raise, and he slew a lion without weapors.
The Emperor was so pleased with him that Le desired bim to ask o
favor, wherenpon he begzed for his patrimony (' Watan ”), which was im-
mediately restored to him, and Bhatnér became re-attached to Bikénfr, The
young Thikur commemorated the event by building a temple to Nathj
Mahérdj Stf Gorakhndthjf (a designation of Mahideo) at Bhataér,

w



distance, where his discomfiture was éomi)leted by a Chamdr, whor Juﬁin.iali,l\ |
contemptuously. sent to Mdlde with a “ nagdrd,” or kettle-drum, which the -

latter had lost in the fight. The Chamér, proud of an opportunity of beating -

the Réo’s “nagdr,” kept sounding it as he approached the camp: Milde,
thinking it heralded an attack, refired; and, as the sound still: drew near, -
continued his retreat to Jodhpur. - ’ Lo
Some time after, the Emperor’s Deputy at Ajmir, H4j{ Khén Path4n, being
AB‘ﬂ_é - i St attacked by Malde, besought assistance from the
air o\r!iAE e 52&2?1\?31 t. " Rdo of Bilinir and the Rin4d of Mewdr. ' Each
° ) sent 5,000 men, but the Bik4n{r force seems to have - -

been delayed ; for before it arrived, Mdlde had withdrawn from the contest, and =~

the Rén4, as an acknowledgment of the aid rendered, had asked for H4ji Khén’s
only elephant and bis' mistress. Notwithstanding that the Rénd’s Réjpit-
servants pointed out the un-Réjput-like character of the demand, the Rind

persisted 1n it, whereupon Hdj{ Khdn formed an alliance, with his late foe Mélde, . . -

and the two combined beat the R4nd and then attacked and took Mertia, which .

thus at length fell into M4lde’s hands. The chopping and changing of friends |

and foes probably puzzled Bikénir, which, taking advantage of its contingent’
being late for the fight and therefore uncommitted to either party, kept
altogether out of the complication. ‘ ' -

Réo Kalidn Singh never appears to have recovered  his strength entirely.
. Though he lived for twenty-seven years after his
Bigg:;;“ﬁi‘:bﬁ‘:e“k"e” of the  yostoration, he engaged in no war escept that with . -

Mélde, with whom he could not safely make peace,. - -

and on neither of the occasions when he sent a force into Marwar did it exceed
7,000 men. On the last but 5,000 were sent, and; as already stated, no ‘effort
seems to have been made to-save Mertia from MA4lde, which would imply a sense -
of weakness. The only Sirddrs who accompanied the expeditions were: the

Rédo’s brother, Sringjf, the Mahsjan Thékur, Banfrj{, the representasive of -
Kdndhal; the Piigal Réo, Riwat Kishan Dés of Jetpur, and Néranji, grandson of -
Liinkaran, on whom Kalidn Singh had conferred an estate, and from whom ~
the Nérnot Réthors spring. The Réo’s distinguished brother, Bhitirdj, seems
to have rested on his honors, and another brother, Thikur Si, who hel{l Std- .
, mikh and Jetpur (not Kishen Dés’ village), likewise does not appear.in the
two Mérwér expeditions. But he was the leader of an enterprise iwhich is
thus told. , L L
Thikur Si’s estate was situated in the north-east of the Bikanfr territory,

i - aund Jetpur, where he rre_sided, was within 2 long -

talvﬁal;ﬁg; g‘:é}:ni?;};ii &fa ;1;; .Rno, night’s ride of Bhatnér, which was. then in the-

whom Thakur Si was on bad terms. The Sird4r’s house (Kotrf)~was small
one, and afforded insufficient accommodation for his wife, a Jaisalmir Iady,

possession of the Bhétti tribe of Chdyal, with )

who had been bred in a palace. One day, at the height of the hot weather, | .

Thékur Si was sitting outside in a ¢ chaub#,” or arcaded reclining-room, .
and his wife bathing inside the house, when a storm came on, covering every- -
‘thing with dust. The lady, in the extremity of discomfort, exclaimed, This I8
the lot of women who marry those who have no decent place to,hvevllp.o.. B
Thékur Si overheard the speech, and it gave force to '(’iengS‘he hafl (})inl(:l
_cherished against Bhatnér. It chanced that a Bhatnér oﬂ/man gteh) ha
married at Jetpur, where he.came to bring home his wife. . Thékur 8, h&?rzni -
singing in the house of the- wife’s father, énqiu;f;d;, and ascertained a"t(‘)
Bhatnér oilman was in the village, and the following day the man game 0.
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poy his respects fo the Sirddr, 'Thikur S{ asked many questions alout Bhat-
nér, and the couversation was yrolonged until the oilman was summoned by
his friends to 2 meal. The Thékur, however, would not Jet him go,and said he
must stay and eab with him; for since he was a son-in-law of one of his
villagers, he regrarded him as bis own son-in-law,
Soon the Havilddr of the cooks announced dinner, and the Sirdér took
the “telf” and seated him beside himself. From his own dishes he gave
. him “siro” {a sweetmeat), purfs” (chapitfs made with ghee), rice, ddl,
« piildé,” + sabtin{”’ (a sweetmeat), &c. The “ telf,” who * had never seen such
o feast,” ate to his heart’s content, and went away highly delighted and
praising the great kind Sirddr. Thikur 5§ kept the oilman for fifteen days,
feasting him, giving © atr,” and making the slave-girls from behind the pardd
talk and sing for bis smusement. After this course of entertainment the
Sixdir had no dificalty in obtaining the ¢ teli’s” promise of assistauce in the
execution of any plot aghinst Bhatnér. e lived in the Bhatnér Fort itsclf,
s0 spics were sent back with him, and full information regarding the locality
obtmned, Immediately afterwards, the villagers of Jetpur observed two long
“mfnj” grass cables being made under the direction of the Sirddr, with
wooden bars three cubits long inserted into each at intervals of a cubit,
They were told that the apparatus was harness for an elephant; in reality
it was, of course, a Jarge rope-ladder. Preparations were complete, when word
arrived from the oilman that Ahmad, the chief and most vigorous Chéyal
had left the fort to marry his son, and that the Sirdar should nr?t at onee, ’
With two thousand men Thékur Sf rode off by night to Bhatnér; the
ladder was drawn’ ap by the “teli” and secured to an embrasure; the Réthors
nscgndcd in safety and surprised the Chéyals, who were killed to the number
. . ©o @7 et - 1o~ three hundred.  The Fort keys were
1 but he returned them and bestowed
Livswars Gu Jhikur 8. The Jaisalmfr lady was
now sent for and installed in grand apartments,
where, in due form (nazar and nachrol), eho
N + ---+-% ~~=-ing, that her reproach had been
. . wpture of Bbatnér through the
- . For twenty years Thékur Sf
. . prosperously, and reduced all
s T Lo "crm, : - ,w:ini{) &ec.; but ot length im.
e Siibndir at length takes reasure having s
it w0d Thsfor S fuiara defend- ?vithl'n Bhatnér terﬂtgry,efl?a 41;;(3?;2&0:‘()1}(:’:330%8
"’5"‘ L Hissdr Stbadér to attack the fort, which was am
cordingly invested, but for along time without success. At‘]cngth the pr .
sure of the siege became irresistible, the women had to bo sent away, and t} Plcsg
desperate R&jpudt sally made, Thékur Sf fell with many ('olloxzérs nn](f tnls
_ Thkor 60s son recovers Stubaddr occupied the fort, Thikur §¢’%s 'cldest sow
Blatnér ovig to the favor of Béghji, after taking counsel with his unc) ”n,
o Emuperor, R Rdo at Bikénfr, went to Dehli, where he “e, t,:]7
mperor
the Emperor’s notice by his extraordinary strength and p;owesa H . ]'l;‘:wd‘c
Persian bow which no one else could raise, and ke slew a lion wit.houf,[J oy
The Emperor was so plessed with him that he desired bLj b::\v capons.
favor, whereupon he begged for his patrimony (*“ Watan » l;n'] sk o
:f:)ﬁ:nle!l)_'l z{storcd to him, :mg Bhatnér becams re-nttacked fo ‘fhlli%x;f‘:as 'ﬁ;
young Thikar commemorated the event by buildin 1 i
Mahardj Srf Gorakhn4thjf (a designation of lﬁ'ﬂbédeo) ':_’:t %h'fg?:? to Nithiji

The eapture saggested by his
wife,

B
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- On Buaisikh Sudi 5, Sambat 1628,11',1160 K
Death of Knlin Singh, . 20d-ton « Pétrs %

(R

it Singh died; six Take
. 'L ed 5. 51X Rinds -
RAi Singh wl bad ten sons— « sended his fineral pile. He -
gh 10 ’su‘cceedec}’ him, Rém Singh, Prithwf Ré; A S T
Hissons, . Bhénjf, Surtanjf,. Saranedeis ’BJI" ar Singh, |
Smgh,,Régh? Dis, s a\h‘mi‘]l’f Gopdl:
- Réi Singh, S

Rii Singh, the eldest son of. Réo Kalidn Singh, was born Sdiwan Bud; 12 V
fﬁﬁ?«ﬁg’(@ ]%.iél?mg,.‘ and “took his seat .-

1628 (A. D. 1571). s < . 01 bikanir Baisikh Sud 1, Sambat-

i Tt )s as usual began! his reign by a visit-to Deshnik to
o 3 , W . ‘ "
The power of Dehli, now that Akbar was on ‘the throne, was such as
fo convince the Réjpiit princes of the ‘advisability
oI: . sgekxng: ‘the imperial favor by service. The .
) : q_alppr Chicf had already pressed the point on his
Bikénfr brother, and now R4i Singh, in couneil with his Diwan Karm Chand
Bachdwat, came to the conclusion that his. “ 4] would be in danger if ‘he -
ho’ld':ﬂqoﬁ _An incorreet aceount of Akbar’s vecovery of the throne of Hin- -
diistdn is given in the © Kiydnt,” which goes on to state that in ‘Sambat -

Accession of Réi Singh,

‘Dotermines to establish TC-
lations with the Emperor,

- 1633 Alkbar visited the shrine at Ajmir, on which

wﬁ?ﬁ:x? Ajmir to do hiomage ocqasjon, by the advice of Kanwar M4n Singh of |
Jaipdr, R4t Singh went to' Ajmir with 6,000 horse
and foot to do homage to the Emperor, whom he accompanied back to Dehli,
.and he remained there some months. } IRE
- The first service he was employed on was’.an expedition against the-
: : Khin of Négor, who, in addition to being a border -
: eats the Khd . on d -
Defeats the Rhin of Nigor encmy of his own, had fallen under the Emperor’s -

displensure, S
R4i Singh defeated the Khdn, and shortly after was sent to Attik at the
. suggestion of the Governor, Kanwar Mén Singh, of

- I"‘ 5‘“(‘“15'9 ferve .‘ngﬁl‘:&mn - Jhipdr, who received him with all honor, coming
Bingh of JpHr e h four k6s to meet him. They were hard-pressed

by the Pathdns, s0 much-so that the Emperor in person had to come to their:. -
sistance, ' o -
' After a scason spent in Bikénir, during which Réi Singh hetrothed his son
L _ to an Udeptr princess, the Rdo returned to Dehlj,
Returng, and is employed in 19 one - qecording to- the « Kiyént,” entrusted
tho Gijari prpedition. ‘by.the Emperor with a high command in the greaf
ili sion aeainst Ahmadabad in Gdjardt. 7 . -
111111{g§¥e°§1}%%;%g%5s3 account of. it is very mieagre, and the 'dlgl?’lty of Réi
Singh’s position in the army exaggerated ; but the fact of’Ral S;glgﬁs presence.,
witls the army is confirmed by Ferishtd (page 243, Brigg’s Trans an}){D’)., .
- Tn the severe contest which preceded the conquest of Grjarat, 5 g‘lm_r 1su A
L " fored severely, thirty-three thélirs. and officials o
Heavy Bikéinir loss in @ja- - oto having fallen. The Réo’s brother, Ram Singh, .
v expodition. 'distinguisheﬂ him'self,\vand on’ t(lil.epogpﬁtéon}{ %fét[;]htq
jom: he.roced mansal ; while the Réo was, according to the Biyars, -
g?ﬁﬁﬁnﬁg;ﬁ\gﬁzmd a grantlof"ﬁfty—twq .parggpé; qra‘sub-dlwz‘:lons’. Thq
- L | . # A concubie of the sccond rank. .



(23) .
firmdn (a cop{ of which I oltained from the Bikénfr Darbar) grants, from the
month of Rabi-ul-awal of the 43:d year of the Bmperor's reign (A. D. 1699),
certain new pargands to Rai R4i Singh (the ferm rdjd is not used), con-
firms him in the possession of old ones, and direets all officials in the new
parganés to L;.blely'bim ag their jdgfrddr, The detail of the parganfs (fifty-two

ollo

* mallyareas W 1—
Bikdntr, Didms, Déma,

i3 Bikénir - 32,50,000
& | atlod - - e 640,000
2. —_— 3850000
2
E:‘J Hiesdr,
E Parantin - . 980,032
8 \Sidwékh oo - e

‘ 10,62,18¢

R Suldh Ajmtr
Donpiir { Dronper near the present 7 . 781355

Nagor U Bujingarh probab}
7 751586
Dhatntr.

, Bhatuér of Sirkir Hinsdr ... e 032742

Marota of Rirkdr Maltin . 250000
. — 1212712

Birkdr Surat,

Junfigarh and 47 other pangnts . 33200002
e Ferk T savs0m
Torar - 41210274

or abont ten lakhs of rupees, if the dém be con-idered a forticth part of a rapee,

RA4i Singh, in fact, held not only the present territory of the Dikdnfr

° State, with perha{:s a few villages of Jodhpur and the British districts of
Hissir and Sired, but a fine jipfr 1n Ghjardt and about Sdrat.

The chronology of the “ Kiy4nt” is protably incorrect at this perind, for
the date of the firmin is many years subsequent to the great operations in
Gfijarét ; but it appears that other firméns had been isgned previously, The
grants were probably made as much on account of R4i Singh’s mattimonial
connections with Akfar 23 on aceount of fifs milifary services,

Siroh{ affzirs alont this time calling for interposition, the Emperor

ree e emy OFdered RED Singh to go there with a furee. Vor
Erpliznaniot Soth  ome time 2 #om of the HAnf of Mewdr had held alf
Sirohf Ly grant from Debli; the Deora Chobdn R4jpdta, the old rulers of the
couatry, being left in possession of the other half, One of them, Surtén Ly
name, bad Iatlerly suceesded ip Xlling or exclading those of hiz Lrethren, whn
eonsidered that they had a better right than Rimulf, zod 2bo in Lilling asnd
supplanting the Mewir prince.

Rii Singh marched to Mount A4 201 altacked Sortdn in bis ford of
Achalzzrh,  Sartdn making an imprudent slly w2s taken prisoner by the
Thikure of Makfjan 30d Dronpir, and was carried off Ly R Singh to
Bikinir, where be wzs eonSoed in a palace called the  Nanghard”

It skosl] be mentionsd that the Mirvie chronicks attrilnte the enb.
jumatisn «f Sartin to SA Siogh, Chicfof Mirwir (ride Ted, Vol T1, paze 25),
Bat the Riyfots sercuntis correlomated by Mazalinfn Listorizng, eee Ap o
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- follgwers, was greatly asha

“gpproach, exclaimed—

Judging from the‘marve]lo,us’:liberal‘iﬁy to Chz’mranslo’r bai-d; witl; wﬁ"l
‘ the ““ Kiydnt* credits R4i Singh, he would appear 13:3 ‘.
i fant i havg had a greab ‘appreciation of poetry, and cery
mportant eircumstance of his life is attested by a ballad.. @ - . e
hi }?]Iie ‘Dudd Chéran recited verses in honor -of the ‘Sirohf cammaion. in |
‘1:,' ich he made merry over a tooth of Surtin’s broken by a sbear-bhft 131111 ing
oﬁl ncti%t‘;l};e:e The gb?}? %;Ls’pleased and told him to ask a boon, « Wil i?;)e -
g £~ enquired the-Chéran.- “Yes; ask,” replied the Réj. " « Give me
Elﬁgnsfazgtanf, ’é 'Sﬂllgli Du’%ﬁ 3 wher%upon the Réj;i gav}; him not :53’ Suri‘ll‘lreliﬁ: ‘
. of Sirohi. e episode appropriately terminated with aminge
g}nch the _Chéran Pr?ught about between gurtén and 1?123 d:ugmﬁgéa%?‘
irthwi Rdj, the Réjd’s brother. Another instance of the Rajd’s I:fwishne‘s's~
occurred ab his marriage with a daughter -of R4nd Ude Singh of Mewdr.
On that occasion he distributed ten 14khs in ¢ tyag,” or gifts ﬁODGhérans anla
o s > y

Bounty to Chérans.

when going g ; i0 ”
en going to the women’s apartments, he, at the suggestion of a Mewsr. -

slave, bestowed an elephant and ten horses on Chérans for ever in
°F L I y -step, fifty ‘in
11)1(1’1;?11{;);1:. But on a third occasion he excee\éed even this measure og ex§1:avﬁ§anb ‘
After Réi Singh’s* return to Bfk4nfr, one Shankar, a Bhdrat or bard:
vecited some lines whioh pleased. hitn, and the Mabgrdid orlerad bie it -
Karm Chand, to pay him a * karor” of rupees from the treasury. When- thie
10,000 bagg Ead been got out and arranged, Karm "Chand reported the fact -
to the Mahdrdjd who was going to dinner. The R4j4 directed that the money ~
shm_lld be given to Shankar, as before ordered, but Karm Chand, who was
anxious that the R4j4 should see how much money “he was on the point. of
parting with for nothing, remarked that Shankar ought first to presenf a-
“mnazar” to the R4j4, and the delivery of the money was' consequently post-
poned till after the Réjé’s dinner. A darbér was then held, the 10,000 bags
being spread out before the chief, who had divined that Karm Chand fhougit :

~ he did not know what he was doing. Having been assured that a whole .

karor was before him, bhe said— This a karor, why I thought a kdror was
much more; here, Shankar! you make an obeisance (mujro) for.a karor and a
quarter,” and then and there the minstrel received a million sterling in cash

- and an order on a tahsil for twenty-five lakhs more !+ There can be no doubt,

-ever, that the poets, for the sake of the precedent’ and example, have
ily exaggerated Réi Singh’s liberality to them and others. Thus itis-

# R4i Singh was not at that period peculiar in his readiness to heap favors and allow license to
_hhirans, as the following anecdote will show:—In Sambal 1649, the R&jd went to-Jaisalmir to
marry, a daughter of the Réwal, and Surtdn restored” to Sirohi by the Chéran was likewise at
Jaisalmir for the same purpose. Surtédn had a Chéran, Gaipo by name; who ha@ a habit ‘of insult~.
ingly
fearing lest he should

“ tu " people at Jaisalmir had left him behind, but Gaipo had a mind to come,
and he came and was present at th

e “ Samela ” or meeting of the bridegroom and bride's relatives,

Here he recited some lines, which pleased R4i.Singh, who gave him an elephant, mounted on which
he went to his master and told him he had addressed Rdji Rii Singh, the greatest persom at .
Jaisalmir.. Surtén, who in Bikénir estimation was not superior in rank to some of Réi Singh’s
med of his Chéran whom e presently found lodged in the tent of Rém
and instead of. complying with Sartin’s orders to leave, he recommended
said Gaipo, notwithstanding the reputation “of the
ting with him in the valie 6f his gifts, Surtin would .
thing to Chirans, which Surtin

Singh, the R4j&’s brother,
Surtdn to outdo RAi Singh’s liberality for,
Bikgnir Chief and the impossibility of compe ‘
excel him -in generosity if he stripped his tent and gave every
immediately went and did. D R . ‘

4 Personal visits,: too, Were paAid> to bards .in favor, . One -on his death-bed, seeing the Réji ..

« Beyond the Sumer Mountain, 'bejbﬂd the utinost qcehn,:bexdqd the ten quarters, o o
The stem of R4i Singh’s-fame has stretched through the nine climes.” - ’ :

.

addressing every one as “tu,” and was called in consequence ‘“Gaipo, tu karo.” Surtdn =
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stated that in the course of his lifetime he gave to Chfrans, Bhits, and

™ Lo SonmLt 0 m® 0 horses, three and a quarter karor

' h, and 100 of a 1ikh each. The

. . . ed) that something deemed an

equivalent, such as a child, a conquered terntory or dignity, was given instead
of the actual sum specified.

In Sambat 1635, Jodhpur fell info the hands of R4i Singh. The Kiysut

. N relates that the city was taken by the R4ji’s dis-
Jodhpur fallsinte the hands tinguished brother, R4m Singh, from Chandar Sen,
of R4i Singh, - . e
who, after bis expulsion from Jodhpur (compare
Tod, Vol. II, page 28, lst Edition) csmb{’lshed himself at Jilor, whence
he contended with R4m Singh, who on one occasion tock his standards
and “nagdré” or kettle.drum, and the “ ckandar seni nagdré” is on
oceasions triumphantly beaten at Bikénfr to the present day. When fighting
with Chandar Sen, Rim Singh lentally Inlled his antagonist’s parokif
or family priest, and so grieved was Lo at the circumstance that he forthwith
‘renounced for ever the use of arms. He substituted the excitement of
political intrigue for that of war, and was murdeved in Sambat 1656 by the
Thikur of Chiird at the instigation of onme of R4i Singh’s Rénfs. His
Drother, Pirthwi Réj, soon avenged him by slaying his murderer.

Rim Singh scems to have been a typieal Rédjpdt, noble, impetuous in
action, and powerful in hody. The very exaggerations show the reputation
e bore : thus he is said to have killed the parokit before-mentioned, and his
horse too, at a single blow, and in the Gijardt war to have severed the trunk
of the king’s elephant with a stroke.

Ré: Singh is stated to have resided four years at Jodhpur, to which, on
the representation of Rdo Ude Singh, the lawfu! ruler, he was induced even.
tually to behave generously.  Ude Singh is said to bave pointed out to him
that he could scarcely hope permanently to retain Jodhpur, although he might
succeed in causing its transfer to some race other than the Rithor, which,
since he (R4i Singh) was* head of the Réthors, would be a result discreditable
to him, and Ude Singh urged him rather to exert s iufluence with the
Emperor to obtain sanction to the restoration of the ancient rulers of the
country. According to the “XKiydnt”, Réi Singh pressed the point so

. heartily and  successfully at Dehli that Ude

w&"r““:'l‘l‘x:‘r" restored 86 the Mér-  gin o] 'in Sambat 1639, was re-established in Ing

) rights and ereated a R{j4. R4i Singh, however,

retained the pargand of Nigor, which had been loug detached from Jodlipur,
and which, a9 related already, R4l Singh had taken from a Musalmén.+

From Sambat 1612 to Sambat 1619 Rét Singh was employed in the
Dakhan, where he was Sibad4r of Burhdnpur, He is said to have kept the
petty chiefs under control, and to have governed his province well; whilst
at Burhdnpur he planned and caused his minister, Karm Chand Bachdwat,
to begin the present fine fort of Bikénfr on the
A site indicated by the omens in Biké's time (vide
page 7). The foundations Wéercl()lug ir(l;f)s()am‘;;lt 1615, al;]d il;I was finished in

. . . ambat , the year after the RAj#’s recturn
Couspiracy against tho MEHL 0 from his uf&a’h?‘ In Sambat 165‘2{ the R4j4
is said to have discovered & conspiracy against his life, the prime mover
in which was the aforesaid minister, Karm Chand, and, strange to sy,

Present Fort of Bikinir boilt,

® It must be onderstood that these expressions are those of the writer of the Kiydnt.

4 The possession by Rii Singh of Jodlipur is mentioned by Ferishts, Vol. IL pizes 235.238
of Brigg's Translation, (mt not by Tud, who only speaks of bis poesession of Nigor and Mertia

d
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notwithstanding the Réjd’s maghnificent treatment of ‘Br:’mh‘ma}.ns."an(kli the

minstrel elass, a parokit, a Bhdrat, and a Chdran figure amongst the conspira. .-

tors.  Their object is said to have been fo place the Réji’s eldest son,” Dalp,

or his brother, R4m Singh,on the “gadi,” Rim Singh and Karm Chand~*
monopolizing the power of the state. Karm Chand and his family, Lavine
received timely warning, escaped to Dehli, where they were well received, and-
it is stated that they made the supreme authority acquainted with Bikini .
scorets, an offence still held in native states to e one, of the most heinons--
possible. But in other respects Karm Chand was now in a position'ts hs's
thorn in the side of the R4jd.* ‘ : ST

.

# It may here be stated that tradition at Bikénir nssigns a cause other than that abové fen: -
tioned to the Rdji’s nnimosity to Karm Chand, the bitterness of which and its tragical results the
sequel will show. 1t is believed that Karm Chand, who was & good chess-player, attmct'edby‘hi's'
skill in that game the notice of the Einperor, who would often cause him to sit down ‘and play ° |
whilst his master and other Rijis stood by in Tiumble attendance on the Emperor, This was. '
naturally most galling to Réi Singh, who conceived*a hatred towards his servant, and who, after his
return home, songht to kill him—na fate Knrm Chand only escaped by flight to Debli, as abore.
related. This version of the story would account for the Emperor’s kindly reception of the -
Bachiwat, and tho snbsequont position of influence he seems to have occupied at Dehli, - L

The following anecdotes from the “XKiyant” illustrate the character of Pirthwi Réj, another,
and the most distinguished, brother of Réi Singh, and are fair types of the stories, puerile as:they
may appear, of passion, reckless cournge, spiritual power, and readiness in speech and rhyme in which ©.
Rejpits delight. Ile had o third brother, one Amnar Singh, who, having been offended by the
Ewperor, beeame in Rijpat fashion o «ddbrofid ” or brigaud, and collected together a band
of 2,000 men, with whom he plundered the country. The Emperor sent o foree under one’. -
Arab Khiin to eateh him, and treated Jightly Pirthwi Rdj’s emphatic- declaration -that’ Amrd
would not be eaught and that he wounld kill his pursuer. Pirthed Rfij warned bis brother thaf
he wns bound to verify his prophecy, and Amar Singh appealed to his followers to support himin
maintaining his own and his brother's honor. The Delili troops succeeded in surronnding the .
Rajpits in n village where their leader Jay asleep after swallowing opium, and no one dare awake
him, ns he had an ugly habit of striking with his * Zalwar” when so disturbed. Arrows and bullets”
were flying, but still Amrd slept on, till at length a Chiiran girl, who having met with maltreatment
from her husbaod lived with him, broke his slumbers with a song. The moment he: woke, he said: -
“Lady, the nrmy is here”  He then gave opium to his men, sallied forth, charged and cut through.
the Dehli troops, and charged back on them.,  Arab Khfin was on an elephant, npon which Amar-
Singh caused hiis steed to spring in the astonishing manner peculiar to native horses and represeot-”
ed in Mewér pictures of the great Rind Partdp and his famous steed Chytak.  (Fide Tod, Vol L
page 338.) The animal hud bis feet on the elephant’s tusks, and Amar Singh had one band onthe * .
howddh, while with the other he had dealt Arab Khin a mortal blow, when astroke from behind euf
him in two. The first news which reached Debli reported only the death of Amar Singh, and the
Ewperor sent for Pirthwi Rfj and suid to him: “iive Amrd water.”  Pirthwi Rj, howeyer, ¢t -
fidently denounced the news as false, and soon another post brought word of Arab Khin's death,amd
told how Amar Singl’s upper half lay with the former’s corpsé in the howdah. . The Emperor it
ecstacy of admiration exclaimed : “ Alldh! well-done, Amri! Ah Father! Amrd tas a Hmdﬂ»);‘ ‘
flying tiger! Bravo!- You tao, Pirthwi R4j, who had such’ faith in your brother! Your pledge I
good indeed!”  To complete the romance, the lady who roused Amril to action ‘should bave
mounted his funeral pile as his wife did, but she preferred retiring to Bikinir.. S 1

Pirthwi R4j made pilgrimages, and wns so oreat o devotee that when he wes at Agra he cold
tell the movements of Liakmi Nath’s image (murat) at Bikénfr. He likewise sccured the favor ;17 3
a powerful Chiran woman, who promised to snccour him in need.  When at Dehli he _mcuffed :f.,e.q -
hostility of the ex-minister Karam Chand, who tempted the Emporor to send for Pn:th‘WR"” :
wife, aceording to the anbominable custom of the Nnuroza. Pirthwi R4j in n song invoxtd : .
Chiran?’s aid, who promptly .appeaved to him in n vision, and Pirthwi RAj addressed hert )
couplet of verses. At that juncture, owing, it is snid, to the Chéran woman’s power, the Empar R
abolished the disgraceful practice of the Nauroza, and Pirthwi Raj’s horor was saved.’ l‘ord;l:g; b
about Pirthwi Raj and the Nafiroza, and a different nccount of its nbolition, vide Tod, Isb Ellx i
Vol. 1, pages 343, 344, &e. Réi Singh, it would scem, did not escape’ the disgrace whic SR
brother avoided, . ’ S oyl

- A.girl had been poisoned by a jenlons lover, but though the poison was known £0 be_god? ad o
suflicient, the girl somehow did not die. The circumstance attracted wuch attentl‘?ﬁ"_éby -
none could solve the wystery. At Iength, Pirthwi R4j explained that the girl was cht’?h b
the intesisity of her passion for some man, and that death would follow 'her unionm W2 ZEC "~
The experiment was tried, and Piithwi Rij proved to be right. o eyl

.- One day the Emporor said to Pirthwi Rdj:  You have saints pfr) in your Dower; o e’ -
foretell the date of your own'death ?*” Pirthwi R4j replied: ¢ Yes, I know I'shall die m.sl‘xq ant
{ime "at the Bisrint Ghat at Mathora, where a white crow (kdg, probably Earrijt) wil .pg -

LI 3
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I Sambat 1654, Réi Singh went to Bhatnér, which had been twenty years
ively in the p ion of Bikdnfr; whilst be tvas there, a father-
in«aw of the Emperor, one Nasfr Khén, happened to pass through, Whilst
halting in the town, Nasfr Khin outraged a Khatri’s daughter,” and the
Mah4rdjs, though made aware of the fact, did not venture openly to punish
bim ; however, he gave a hint to the official deputed to wait on Nasfr Khin
: e " This man, one Teji Bagor, when Nasir Khin
+ him and others because the supplies were
se his temper, and gave Nasir Khin and
all his party a shoe-beating. Although the Ré)i
himsell went to apologize to the Musalmdn, and
made a show of dismissing Teji, Nastr Khin
Wi not be appeased, but went to Debll, took counsel with Karm Chand and
15, and complained to the Emperor, who demanded the surrender of Tejd—
1 demand tvith which R4i Singh refused to comply. The R4jé’s son, Dalpat,
zonsequently teceived the grant of Bhatunér, which he not only occupred, but
also attacked Bikdnfr and defeated the Rdj4, who had to go as a suppliant to
Dehli.  Dalpat himself was after a while expelled from Bhataér by a force
from Debli btought on him by his eriemics, the Bhatfs and Johyds, and
returned eventually to Bfkénir, but apparently soon recovered Bhatnér.

In Sambat 1661 the Emperor Akbar died. A Bikdnfr poet wrote on the
event: “ In a moment ki treasure is anrother’s :
Death of Akbar, « Naked has gone dRbar Shik Jaldl”

On the accession of Jahdngfr, Rdi Singh went to Dehli, where his old
minister, Karm Chand, then 'I"ay dying  The Rdjé

¢ taken frotn R6i Singh
) to his son.

Tiéi Singh goes to do homage
:0 the new Emperor, ; : .
the Rj4 must have loved . Lo A v - L
told bis soms that the Réjé ouly wept because he saw him dying undisgraced,
and he warned them never to go to Bikdnir. After his death the Mahdrdjd
paid a visit of condolence to the family, and treated the sons with distinction,

It may be properly mentioned here, in connection with Bikénfr ministers,
) X that R4j4 Rdi Singh introduced two new officials,
Réi Singly's offictals. whose descendants to the present day retain high
at respectable positions in Bikdnfr. Onewas Tiloksf, a Tosmiwél makdydn, who
came from Négor to arrange the TH)Ts estadvisnments, which, 'mongh shorn of
their grandeut, retain to some extent in the present day the organization then

U4 ¥ e tl - Banene gand Wathof P8t 4L @lars ha remnined on mereien  Fieo manily

et . o . . . .
tel that Lirtnsa ssdl, wLosC Briu tn Vulbiutaviun RAS AR Buvei, Wouis, o Plesul, LRI
:‘;;ﬁvﬂl‘et:d the rhyme; whereapon the Emperor, with the caprice which is often chanacteriste of
& despot, at once ordered Iirthwi Rd) to be summoned from the frontier poat wlicre he bad been
sent Wbt bis prophecy might be falufied On the very dny on which he had foretold that hiy
" " T e P
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notwithstanding the R#j#’s magnificent treatment of Brihmans: and hy .
minstrel class, a parokit, a Bhdrat, and a Chdran figure amongst the conspira. -~
{ors. Their object is said to have been to place the Réjd’s eldest son, Dalpat,
or his brother, R4m Singh,on the “gadi,” Rim Singh and Karm Chand
monopolizing the power of the state. Karm Chand and. his family, havige*
yeeeived imely warning, escaped to Dehli, where they were well received, and - *
it is stated that they made the supreme authority acquainted with Bikiaf:
scorets, an offence still held in native states to be one, of the mosh: hetuons.
possible. But in other respeets Karm Chand was now in a positionto beéa- "
thorn in the side of the Réjd.* ’ : R

# It may here be stated that tradition at Bik4nir assigns a cause other than that above'men.
tioned to the R&ji’s animosity to Karm Chand, the bitterncss of which and its tragieal resulis the *°
sequel will show. It is believed thut Karm Chand, who was 0 good chess-player, attracted by his -
skill in that game the notice of the Emperor, who would often cause him to sit down .and plyy
whilst his master and other Rijis stood by in humble nttendance on the Emperor, This ws °
naturally most galling to R&i Singh, who conceivedin hatred towards his servant, snd who, afterbis .-
return home, sought to kil him—n fate Karm Chand only escaped by flight to Dehli, as abore
related. This version of the story would nccount for the Emperor’s kindly recéption of the |
Bachfwat, and tho subsequent position of influence he seans to have occupicd at Dehli, - .

The following anccdotes from the “ Kiyant” illustrate the character of Pirthwi REj, another, |
and the most distinguished, brother of Réi Singh, and are fair types of the stories, puerile as they
may appear, of passion, reckless courage, spiritunl power, and readiness in speech and rhyme in whith
Réjpits delight. e had a third brother, one Amar Singh, who, having been offended by the
Emperor, became in Réjpat fashion a “bdbrofid” or brigand, and collected together n bud
of 2,000 men, with whom he plundered the country. The Emperor sent o force under oe. .
Arab Kbhén to cateh bim, and treated lightly Pirthwi 1dj’s emphntie: declaration that’ Amrd
ivould not be canght. and that be wonld ki)l his pursuer.  Pirthsi BAj worned bis brother that
he was bound to verify lis prophecy, and Amar Singh appealed 1o his followers to support himin -
maintaining his own and his brother’s honor. The Delli troops succeeded in surroundiog the .
Réjpiits in a village where their leader lay nsleep after swallowing opium, and no one dare amie .
him, as he had an ugly habit of striking with his « falicar” when so disturbed. Arrows and bullets -
were flying, bus still Amri slepb on, till at length a Chiran girl, who having meb with maltreatment. -
from her husbaud lived with him, brokehis slumbers with n song, The mowent he woke, he wid:
“Lady, the army is here”” He then gave opium to his men, sallied forth, charged and cuﬁ‘thro}xgh .
the Dehli troops, and charged back on them. Arab Khén wns on an eclephant, upon which Amat
Singh cansed his steed to spring in the astonishing manner pecnliar to native horses and represcat:
ed in MewAr pictures of the great Rénd Partdp and his famous steed Chytak. (Fide Tod, Vel I
page 338.) The animal had his feet on the elephant’s tusks, nod Amar Singh had one hand on the
howddh, while with the other he had dealt Arab Khin a mortal blow, when a stroke from hehind eat
him in two, The first nows which reached Debli reported only the death of Amar Singh, aud the
Ewmperor sent for Pirthwi Raj and said to him: “tiive Amrd water”  Pirthwi RAj, howevery et -/
fidently denounced the news as false, and soon another post brought word of Arab Ehdu’s dc,ﬂth"“fd.
told how Amar Singl’s upper half lay with the former's corpss in the howdah. The Emperor i
ecstacy of admiration exclnimed: *““Alléht well-done, Amri! Ah Father! Awri twas 2 Hmdp..f "
flying tiger! Bravo!- You too, Pirthwi R&j, who had such- faith in your brother! Your pledge B
good indeed!” To complete the romance, the lady who roused Amri to action should hase .
mounted his funeral pile as his wife did, but she preferred retiving to Bikhnfr. | N

Pirthwi R4j made pilgrimages, and was so ereat a devotee that when he ws ab Agrahe @26
tell the movements of Liakmi Nath’s image (murat) at Bikénfr, He likewise secured the favoriha' ‘
a powerful Chéiran woman, swho promised to succour him in nced. When at Dehli he ,mc“rf?d.n; "~

hostility of the ex-minister Karam Chand, who tempted the Emperor to send for ”1’12‘_5}“"'1 R o
wife, according to the abominable custom of the Nauroza. Pirthwi R4j inasong furoked g
Chivant’s aid, who promptly appeared to him in a vision, and Pirthwi R4j addressed her 18 " ‘
couplet of verses. At that juncture, owing, it is snid, to the Chiran woman’s power the }‘Jm[""f:g .
abolished the disgraceful practice of the Nauroza, and Pirthwi Réj’s honor was caved. For 1?;7'
about Pirthwi R4j and the Natroza, and a different accoumt of its abolition, vide Tod, 1sb Ed}; [his‘ o
Vol. T, pages 343, 344, &c. Rai Singh, it wonld scem, did not eseape the disgrace whieh X2,
brother avoided, : . o d‘i‘ﬂd ;
A girl had been poisoned by a jealous lover, but thongh the poison was known t0 be_g0%% and.
suflicient, the girl somehow did nobt die. The circumstance attracted wmuch nttentxog} o
nane could solve the mystery. At length, Pirthwi R4j explained that the girl was kel’f‘_.a im.
the interisity of her passion for some man, and that death wounld follow her umon with 35
.. The experiment was tried, and Pirthwi R4j proved to be right. T e "
. One day the Emperor said to Pirthwi R4j:  You have saints pfy) in your POWers o -
fovetell the date of your own death ?” Pirthwi R4j replied: * Yes, I know I shall dic in$18 me‘ar.’ii :
time ut the Bisrdnt Ghit at Mathura, whero a white crow (kdg, probably Karafjé) will oppY R
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In Sambat 1654, R4i Singh went to Bbatnér, which had been twenty years
tively in the p ion of Bikénfr; whilst he was there, a father-
in-law of the Emperor, one Nasfr Khdn, happened to pass through. Whilst
halting in the town, Nasit Khdn outraged a Khatri’s doughter,” and the
- Mah4rij4, though made sware of the fact, did not venturc openly to punish
bim ; however, he gave a hint to the official deputed to wait on Nasfr Kbin
.t o ” 'his man, one Teji Bagor, when Nasir Khin
. . " ing him and others because the supplies were
R 3 lose his temper, and gave Nasir Khin and
. all his party a shoe-beating.  Although the Réjd
rtaken from RESigh  fimeolf went to apologize to the Musalmdn, and

\ to bia son. s 7 &
made a show of dismissing Tejd, Nasic Khén
w not be appeased, but went to Dehli, took counsel with Karm Chand and
s, and complained to the Emperor, who demanded the surrender of Tejd—
a demand tvith which R4i Singh refused to comply. The R4jé’s son, Dalpat,
consequently received the gratt of Bhatnér, which he not only occupicd, but
also attacked Bikénfr and defeated the Rdji, who had to go as a suppliant to
Dehli.  Dalpat himself was after a while expelled from Bhatnér by a force
from Debli btought on him by his eremies, the Bhatfs and Johyfs, and

returned eventually to Bilénfr, but apparently soon recovered Bhatnér,

In Sambat 1661 the Emperor Akbar died. A Bikénir poet wrote on the
event: * In a moment his treasure 1s anolher’s ;
Death of Akbar. « Naked has gone dhbar Skik Jaldl”

On the accession of Jahdngfr, Rél Singh went to Dehli, where his old
minister, Karm Chand, then lay dying. The Rdjd
Rl Singh goes to do homage  yigited him, was apparently affected, and shed tears,
to tho new Emperor. so that Karm Chand’s sons remarked that after all
the R4j4 must have loved their fatber. Buat Karm Chand saw decper, and
told his sons that the R4j& only wept because he saw him dying undisgraced,
and he warned them never to go to Bfkdnfr, After his death the Mah#rdjé
paid a visit of condolence to the family, and treated the sons with distinction.
It may be properly mentioned here, in connection with Bikinfr ministers,
e, that Rdji Ri Singh iniroduced two new offieials,
R Singl's oflctals. whose descendants to the present day retain high
ot respectable positions in Bikdnfr. Onewas Tiloksf, » Tosmiwil makdjdn, who
came from Wiger 4o mrunge e RETs ectallidhmants hick, though dhorn of
their grandeur, retain to some extent in the present day the organization then

That day the Emperor sont Pirthw{ R4j to Attik, wlere he remained on service. Five months
if atn g ek ok mamained ta Disthu{ R4i had elased, whon the Emnerar and his conrtiers in

. . chakul 2re
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introduced, and are spoken of as the thirty-six - establishments (o/mttis
kdrlhine).  The title of ¢ Kotdri”’ is still borne by the descendants of
‘Tiloksf. The ofher was Karmsi, a Rakhecha, who came over with the R4jd’s
Jaisalmfr bride, and whose descendant, M4n Mal, ‘is now. one ‘of the most |
influential officials in Bikénfr, and has often been diwdn. :

Immediately after the death of Karm Chand, R4 Singh was again
appointed to the Subgh of Burhdnpur, where, after
a visit to Bikénir, he set off with his son.Sdr.
Singh, and he governed there successfully for seven years.

In Sambat 1668 he fell ill, and Sdr Singh, seeing that his father’s end.
was approaching, with folded hands asked for his last injanctions. These were
that the Bachdwats, the family of Karm Chand;
should be enticed to Bikdnfr, that on them should
be visited the sins of their father,'and that Parokiz M4n Mahes and Bhdrat

His death. Chotji, and the other, conspirators nssociated with. -

Karm Chand, should receive the reward of their

misdeeds. Having exacted a promise that his wishes should be attended to, the
R4ji expired Sambat 1668, Three Rénts and three « pdtrs ” were burnt with him.

R4jd Réi Singh had four sons—(1) Dalpat Singh, (2) Sdr Singh, (3)
Kishen Singh, (4) Bhopat Singh, who died imme-’
diately after his marriage to a Pdgal lady, who
beeame sati, and in whose honor a fair called the “ dasmi”’ (held on the 10th
of the month) still takes place. " ‘ -

In A. D. 1570 a sister of Rdi Singh was married to the Emperor Alkbar, '
and in A. D. 1586 a daughter was married to Prinee Sflim, who afterwards .
became the Emperor Jahdngfr. ‘

Neither event is alluded to in the “ Kiydnt,” butthe facts are recorded by
Ferishti (pages R34 and 260, Brigg’s Translation). For Professor Blochmann’s
account of R4l Singh and his immediate successors with comments thereon, see .
Appendix, -

R4 Singh goes to Burhéinpur.

Last injunctions of K47 Singh.

s fomily.

. Dalpat Singh. S
Dalpat Singh, who took his seat on the Bikdnir ““gadi” Sambat 1668,
was born in Sambat 1621. On his accession he
went to do homage to the Emperor at Dehli, where
he remained in attendance at the court for a year.
He then returned to Bikdnir apparently without leave, for he was summoned
back, and, as he did not obey, incurred the imperial displeasure.

The year after he became R4j4 he likewise excited the ill-will of some of

. his Bhét{ nobles, by beginning a fort in the desert -

" ﬁtt"?"pﬁt? “tll’ld ({“‘]9 t't" estab- g4 g place called Chundehr (near the present Andp-.
teh f fort T pho Geserh arh), intended to keep them in stricter subjection.

Tt was not finished, for the Bhéti Thakur of Khdrbdra came with 3,000 men -

. and filled in the foundations as soon as they were dug. ' | .
The R4j4 continued to make enemies. - His brother, Sdr Singh, held Phi-

L lod{ with eighty-four villages, and Dalpat Singh,

Dalpat Singh ’,nuls{.es muenelny  yith the concurrence of his favorite, the alleged

of ‘his brother Stir Singh. conspirator Parohit Mén Mabes, resolved to resume
these eighty-four villages, leaving Sér Singh only Philodf. The diwdu pointed

out to Dalpat Singh that it was improper to confiscate grant’s made by.

his father and to impoverish his brother; bub under Mén Mahe; s influence

the Rdjd persisted, and Sdr Singh was deprived of his lands, He came to .

Accession of Dalpat Singh.
Goes to do homage at Dehli.

-~
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Bihénfr, accompanied by his vassals (jilla), and visited the parokit, whose sere
vants kept him waiting—a source of offt till the parokit, who
had eaten opium, awoke from his sleep. At length the parokit came out,
but, in answer Lo Stir Singh’s application for his lands, said that such petitions
were uscless, as the Mahdrijd at present had no intention of restoring the lands.

Sdr Singh, by the advice of his people, abstained from at once raising an
insurrection, bu * PeoTmer oo ) months at

Bikinfr, solicite Ghit on
the Ganges. T aticipated,
suggested that 1law, the

famous R4jd Mdn Singh, at Séngfhnér en route, Sir Singh procceded to
e Singh goea tothe Emper S:\mmbl{ji, x:lher{: hle, rcl::eived o snn'lﬁlons t?, D‘f}hh’
it oL nrocured no doubt is agent. There the Em-
or;&?&ﬁfﬁf;ﬁfe‘dﬂ;} 'Z{f'::pe ¥eror granted to him Bikdnfr, and sent 50,000
* ial foree B men under Nawib Zabdi Khén to put him in pos-
Cl?"l’“ Singh defeats it 2t gocion. But Dalpat Singh defeated it at Chépar;
apar and even when Zabdi Khén was largely reinforced,
ledared not again face Dalpat Singh : s0 great was his prowess. It was, Low-
ever, resolved to try intrigue, and such was Dalpat Singh’s unpopularity that
his nobles of every class fell away from him, and openly or seeretly united with
Str Singh. The Thikar of Khirbdra, alrendy mentioned as strong enough to
defy the R&j4, held back, but at length on Sdr Singh’s marrying s daughter
he jeined him. But one official of note seems to have acted loyally, and that
was Thékur S{ the Bed, an old Banid servant of the state, who had been
dfwdn in Réi Singl’s time, and at this period was Governor of Bhatnér, with
242 villages and 3,000 fighting-men under his contiol. To Sdr Singh’s
. invitation he replied that he was the servant of
ch:r’ taken prisoner by tres- }iry who occupied the “ gads,” and by him would
i he stand : why should Stir Singh, now that so many
had joined him, strive to induce but one more. Surrounded by his treacher-
ous sardirs, Dalpat Singh had gone forth o battle, when the Thaknr of Chird,
who was sitting as * Khawds ” or attendant in the howdéh behind him, seized
him and made him over to a party which conveyed
him to Hissir, whence he was sent to Ajmfr
and imprisoned. He had been there for four months, guarded by 100 men,
when sccidentally Thikur Idthi Singh, Champiwat of Mdrwdr, halted
at Ajmir on his way to visit his wife’s family. The R4j4, sceing his camp,
Clampéwat of Mirwir do- Sent to enquire whose it was, whercupon the
votes himself and followers i Thékur sent a elobdar to the REji with a polite
attempting ls release. message. The R4j4 expressed a desire to sce the
Thikur, hut the latter replied that the interview should take place on his
return journey. ““Yes,” groaned the R4j4, * he a free man is going to sce his
relations; why should he trouble himself about a wretched prisoner 7’ Thig
taunt roused the RAjpdt epirit in IIith{ Singh, who well knew what the
imprisoned chief wanted of him, and, talking with his followers, he thus
reasoned : ““We are all subject to repeated births and deaths (individoal
existence is a poor thing), and to die on a great occasion gives permanent
* fame (whicl is a_grand thing).” The others replied: “ Yes, - T oa
great oceasion, for, through the faithlessness of many 77 )
Rijs is econfined. Than to fall with him a worthier *
found, and though we have not lands in Bikinfr we :
aond honor this chief as our own. Let him not die a
then all resolved to rescue the R4jE or perish; and,

Is confined at Ajmir.
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sought to dissuade some of his people from joining in the almost hopeless
effort, they asked how 'they could die better (*“ mhdne aiso. parab bale Eathe
mileg”’), and why should they avoid such a glorious death ? Were not they, too
Réjpits? The 11th of Phigan Budf was the date fixed for the event, whicl:
the Rithors prepared for by dyeing their clothes with the fatal saffron,
The curious were told that they were preparing for nuptials. On the
morning of the 11th, alms (ddn-piin) having been distributed, HAth{ Sinch’s
party, consisting of 400 men, half foot, half horse, attacked ‘and killed the
guard over Dalpat Singh, whom they saluted
and released. They were, however, soon surrotinded
by the Sdbadér of Ajmir with 4,000 men, and
cseape became impossible.  The women were then slaughtered and the
. Cutis death sally made, in which none escaped. Eight
: Sats. days afterwards the news reached Bhatnér, where,
as the safest place in his territory, Dalpat Sing had sent six of his wives. All of
these became saff with the turban of the R4ja at Bbatnér, where a monu-
ment with their hands carved on it still bears witness to the fact ;* while to the
present day, in memory of Hath{ Singh’s devotion, Champéwats have the
privilege of approaching on horseback the Héth{ Pol gate of the Bikinir Fort,
while others are compelled to dismount at a distance, '

Sitr Singh.

Str Singh, who was born in Sambat 1651, took his seat on the Bilénir
¢ gad{” in Mangsar, Sambat 1670 (A. D. 1613),
and as usual went to Dehli to do homage. “When ..
there, he paid a visit to the family of the late minister, Karam Chand - - -
Bachfwat, whose hesitation to return to Bikénfr he successtully exerted
himself to remove by a solemn guarantee (diarm fLerm). He went so
far as to dismiss his @fwdn, in order to give the office to Lakhmi Chand
Destruction of Bachfwats and Bégh Chand, the sons of Karm' Chand. "
et ) " The Bachdwats thereupon re-seftled in Bikénir,
but two months had hardly elapsed when one morning at daybreak their
quarters were surrounded by 4,000 Bfkénfr troops, and they soon per-.
ceived that their entire destruction was intended., Though they belonged
to one of the banid castes, they had, like many of their class who live amongst, -
“2and hold office under R4jpits, imbibed much of the R&jpdt spirit, and
* .y vesolved to die hard. They were supported by 500 Réjpiits in their-
employ. So, after grinding up their jewels and killing their women, they . .
rushed forth upon the troops, many of whom they slew; but at length the.
whole of them were killed, their houses were destroyed, and the spot is-now
inhabited by Bojaks (Jain temple sweepers) and Jabtfs. . None other are
allowed to live on it. However, the R4j4 did not succeed “in exterminating
the Bachawats, of whom one boy happened to be absent with his mother’s
Further~ punishment of family, and his descendants are now m'Udepur.’, In
conspirators against his the same year that the slaughter of the Bachdwats
faher: oceurred, Sdr Singh further carried -out .the dying
behest of his father by confiseating the lands of the conspirators, Parokif Mén - -
Mahes and Bkdrat Chotojf. They both came to Bikénir to sit- “ dkarna” on
the R4j4; but, finding their attempts to intimidate unavailing, they erected
a funeral pile on the present site of the village Dingl{'and burnt themselves-
to death. The © Parokitpand” and « Bhdratpand,”’ t.e., t.h_e offices of priest
and minstrel respectively, were thenceforth lost to their families, and the right.

# General Cunninghawm fells me that he has seen the monament at Bhatnér.

Dalpat Singh and the whole
party killed.

Accession of Sir Singh,



pird, T30, vl by the tridegroom fn
23 R mearizpes, vz eonferrad on a Rldraf
3 by the Jate Raj4, Burta Jit,

{o {he howse <%
approaching 1k b=
of village Chimdaser, A=
was aleo killed, = Biiiway

T bere omis th2 etaies

2ot
the * Kiyint” which g’l‘}'ola
o tof the pi 2 Ger B { Ajair played in the wars of the
;D\cnr?osc?::ﬁr_‘.:jr 2 those wiish exdad with the enthronement of Prince
Khiirram undes the rame ¢f Shibhhin sfter the death of the Emperor
Jabsogir. It is sufefert fo stzte that durizg the whole reign of Jahdngir,
Str Singh 35 s to bave retained the impernl favor. A mansab was con-
ferred on him, but ke does rot seem to bave held so much territory os his
father, for the state consisted of but thirteen pargands,
Extest of Bitfakr terr fhece, however, omprised the present Jodbpur Pay-
tory st thistize. gards of Nigor,:md Philedi to the south of Bikénir,
while to the north and north-east most of the territory of Sirsd and Hénsi

.was under the sway of the R4j8. Indeed, st one time Ude Bhdn, Thékur of

Mahgjan, levied taxes from the Johyds on the births and grazing of cattle
up to the banks of the Satlaj. i . .
Sir Singh, though he allowed one bard to burn himself before his eyes, did
not negleet the poets. When one, Choluji by name,
Lonnty of Séir Singh. presented fo him a work called the « Belgrant, ” or,
“The Book of the Clinging Creeper,” the R4j4 bestowed on him village Dandusd
and six others, besides a Iakh “ pusio.” But this grant and anotber of three
villages are the only ones recorded, so that Sidr Singh could have been no
imiator of his father’s extravagance. The Réj4 was suceeseful in keeping in
check the disaffected. He caused Tejmal, the dangerous Bhat{ Thiknr of
Kérbhara, to be murdered by treachery, but e raised to the rank of Réwal
another Bhst{ Thékur, Sain Dés of Jaimalsar.
. A circumstanee occurred m Str Singl’s time, which to the present day
B laid i affects the marriage relations of" Bikéui{. A niece of Sax
with the Duisofe Honey Singh had been waarried to Réwal Bhim of Jaisalmes.
Shortly after the death of the Réwal, which ccermra®
when Sdr Singh was at Bfkdnfr, the '-** s L .
Lis nicee, beggring hin to come with a f
her son, whom the Bhétfs 'wished to k o »

Jaisalmfr, news of the mnrdor af hie meavd cncboe =y 1 e, .:..'. .
swore that no Bikfafr ¢ - | . w&u

which ber baam L1 L .

L “hari, when on servize i the Dlakhenm,

Dertu w1 our singn 1m ‘ ' His talfs were bt frz i nambes;

tho ot s two Rints, one pdtr and ome Zzzddnre (3 canenbize
) of the second rank), and a slaneofcl

Tis sons were three in number, Karan Singh, Satr S, omd Azfon Sinof.

Karan Singk. ;

Karan Singh, who was 2 great grandson of the fimous RAjd Min Singh

. . of Amer, wasborn in Sambat 1853, He succeeded his
Accessionof Karan Singh.  father, R4j{ Sdr Singh, fn Sambat [554 {A. D. 1631).
I , The RAjE as usual west to Debl to do bomage and get
hisifather’s © Mansad” renewed. Bot ks dges mot sem to hbave prospered

there much, as the pargang of Nigor, 3 fow years affer his accession, was -
Loses Nigor. taken from b and conferred on Amar Singh, an
uncle of the reigning B4jf of Jodhpuy; from which
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- he had been expelled. The ca is exoul P ‘ "
> ] . -cause of his ey ion 1 ; : T
wide difference between the habits of 13311:‘111).2]'1;]1?;; ?f 01‘11:’1}0%?:,-’&8’ ﬂlu;tmtmg b
Anecdote illustratling dif- of those who dwell beyond its ‘}?mi::a %Jl.‘]h t‘l(lie banits
ference between habits of of Gaj Singh, R4j4 of Jodhpur and G ot Sanghter
Réjpitind Rdjpits and Sineh. h (?13 b ompur and brother of Amar
those elsewhere. R gr s A peen married at Banires-to a, prince of
: o iwd, a Bhdgeld Réjptt, who. came to Jodl '
ake away his bride. One day A i burmine 1o Jochpur to
. . . ay Amar Singh, returning from huntine.
E}?Ssmg atb dI'Xlel‘ time the Riwa encampment, and was invited to d;no’ "les ‘
e prince, mar Singh and his party, according to the ot
sat down in a row, without further Y, according to thé eustom of Rejputéng,
C ! preparation than stretching a cloth (pantia)
to sit upon, and waited for their dinner to b ndei g a cloth (pantic)
Ak : handed to them b ‘
barber caste (ndis). This excited tll eidi e by men of the .
) . 1e ridicule of the Bhigceld d '
prince asked Amar Singh what kind of Kskatri i geds, and  the -
a space (chokd) to eat in, and who does not W(;:rlil}? 'Zho goes. - e
which is' - R e Janeo” or sacred’ thread,
hich is never dispensed with Ly individuals of the “highest castes of the-
east and south, 1,)111; often discarded by the Réjpiits of ‘Réjpdtind Th(‘3 :
result of the Bhigeld’s banter was tragical, for Amar Sin Jlf flew int .
passion, Sn?w his ““Zalwdr,” and killed the Riw4 prince whos% wife ‘ben me
a “saft” instead of going to Riw4, and Amar Singh was banished ?Fic;mni
J od.hpur21 \;h‘eincefhzi as the manner was, went to seekbfavour at Dehli. For
curious details of the ceremony of ¢ Deshwatah® or Lanishin de
Vol. II, page 44 of 1st Edition.y e ba‘n}shmg, md ’ TOd"AS
,”The grant to Amar Singh of Ndgor caused bad blood between him “and
Réaja Igaran Smgh’, more especially because he took possession of village Liakhania
belonging to Bikdnir Proper, but which he claimed as part of "‘Négbof;‘- Karan
Singh, with the sanction of the Emperor, succeeded in ousting him from Lakh-
ania, and the matter:being so settled, peace was maintained Detween the two
disputants by their enforced detention at Dehli. o St

In Sambat 1701, R4j4 Karan Singh was sent to the Dakhan to repress'a’

. Kavan Singh sent to the petity rebel, whose town, J ow.éxi, was grqnt.ed’to him. . -
Dakban. Having. successfully accomplished his mission, Karan . -
, " Singh returned to Bik4nir in Sambat 1704 -

After the R4jd’s return, his v'assal Sad4 Sen, Rdo of Pigal, rebelled, and
Returns and bakes Pagal. aftel"a’.§xeg'e of a month Pidgal was taken by the. ..
\ o Mahdrijs. Notwithstanding its uninviting situation

n account of Pagal. . . ‘ S . ) ¢
. in the wild wastes between the city. of Bfkdnir and"
Miltan, ?ugal bad been a place of note. The Bh4tfs acquired it from the-
Ponwars 1n Samb‘a,t 915. Iiven then it was the chief of 200 villages, which
in Karan Siqgh’s time had grown to 561. The descendants of Shelkhi,
."Bik4’s father-in-law, now claimed the division of the estate, which was dccord- -
ingly partitioned amongst the representatives of the three sons- of Shelkha.
The descendant of his eldest son, Haro, obtained Piigal and 252 villages. Two
descendants of a secgnd son, Kewan, obtained, the one Bhikampur with 84 .
villages, the other Birsélpur with 41 villages, while a fourth, the descendant of
" Bagaji, received Réimalwali with 184 villages.*® " : L
‘ In the struggle between the sons of Shdhjahdn for. the imperial throne,”
Services of the Réjﬁ;s cons, D€ Biké}lir Chief threw in his lot: wliyth\ the fortunate
o Aurangzib. Two of his four gallant sons, warriors as
- brave as any who have sprung from the Réthor stock, were present in the prin-
cipal battles for the crown, and it is said that in more than one they led the van: -
In the last fight with Prince Dérd they particularly distinguished themselves,
% The names of the four sarddrs were Rfo Ganesh D!{S‘ oé Plical, Réo Dyal Dis of Birsilpur,
Thékur Str Singh of Bhikampur, and Thikur Askaran of Réimalwali. A
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generations there have been a elass of Saivads emnl in {kénfr forces
who, have furnished many faithful soldiers ){:o the d}u%ﬁd ‘lll'f;IlG‘Bl‘Lvd.nll »f(ynces
The emperor returned to Delhi naturally angry with the Bikénir chief.
The RGjh threntened with - and an army was ordered against him. - In he strue. -
the emperor’s vengennce, gle Karan ’Sing’l}' , after the manner of his. ancestofs',' :
Applies to Kurnj{ for help. applied to Ixarm‘p for help. He proceeded to Deshnik,
D ' and before the image of the goddess sung » bymn
(?11}1;]:}2 of .]ni own composition, praying for protection from the Mughals.
This “chirja” Js still sung at Deshndl on nights of watching (14ti jaga).
_The emperor  summons The R{’Lj(’l,S pieby had the desired effect., The ar;ly,
him to Delhi. which had advanced ‘one march against Bikénir, was
recalled, and the Mahfrfji summoned to Dehli by an ‘“ahadi” or. mes-
senger,™ ' e ‘ '
The R4j4 Look anxious. counsel with his people as’ to whether the summons
should be olgeygd. One party said : “Go, we cannot be convicted of disloyalty ;" .
but the principal ministers deprecated the Rija’s going, and suggested that
his eldest son, Andp Singh, should go in hisplace. Karan Singh replied that, -
thongh he knew the emperor would never forgive him, yet he had confidence
in Karniji; that it was best for him to go, for, if there was to be treachery, it -
would probably be in the king’s presence, and there would be a grand oppor-
tunity of showing him and others how he and his could die. Leaving Andp
Singh at Bilinir, the Mahdrdji sent his two most distinguished sons, Kesri
Singh and Padam Singh, before him to Dehli. At this juncture Banméli -
i \ Dés, a natural son (khawdswdl) of the Rdjd, volun-
Bo:ﬁ"g:gr;m;’: & matunal - goared to hecome a Muhammadan -if- the Bikénir
' mansab was Dbestowed on him. The emperor, it is.
stated, assented, and resolved to have Karan Singh murdered in darbir after
arrival at Dehli. The plot had matured, the assassins were appointed, but
all was frustrated by the formidable appearance of the famous Kesr{ Singh
and Padam Singh as they sat beside their father in darbdr. .The emperor -
The R&ji goes to Den;  made a sign to the assassins, only too glad to qb'ey.
and defeats the plot against  him, not to act; and as the Bikanir party were leaving,:
his life. he praised the chief’s two gallant sons, especially allud-.
ing to the conduct of Kesrf Singh in the.last great battle with Ddrd, conduct .
which, said the emperor, saved his life. Karan Singh replied with much tact
that the victory was no.doubt due to the piety of .the emperor, who read the
Korin through the heat of the struggle. Aurangzeb finally resolved to use
the Bikdniris instead of murdering them, so Karan .
The Rijd sent to the Ginoh was sent to Auranghbdd in the Dakhan, where
Dakhan, where he dies. he ijlel d.a grzmﬁ of the betel (péin) garden, roul}d_a
village called Karanpiird, no doubt established _by llim§elf.' Karap Singh
uever returned from Aurangibdd. The year of his death is not specified, bub . .

it is told that just hefore he died he serit a message to Andp Singh, urging

him to be on his guard against the traitor Banmdli Dds, At Igafanpﬁré he. -
built a temple of Karniji, which is still maintained from the Bikdnir treasury, -
and copiés of the betel-growers” (panwiris) sanads or grants are still ‘preservgd’
in the Bikénir records. Karan Singh gave but two or'three villages -in’ -

- » ’ i . 3 f
# A fanctionary well knoswn in Bikénir, where they were of:te’n gnwelcqme guestg. Inthe txm'g o

one Rﬁj‘ftit is said th)nt the shadls, from the time they entered B}kzmn‘, obtained nothmg put})rafll;xsh
water to drink, and found their tents incessautly full of that { torment of travellers n;t 3 f1.e Sthei{
tracts—the spiked husk of the bhardt grass. When they begged that better arrangfmﬁ%n Sm‘?r’('i Ships'. -
comfort might be made, they were meb with the reply: Such is Bikanir, and sue ltl ee“f; s 110
those who Live in it must endure ;. so that the ahadis took care that t!l’eu' resxde(rilce ﬂllel' ]ém' eror’s
longer than they conld help. The ahadis were gentlemen troopers directly un fqrthe ii in Apkbnri. -
ordérs, and were.cmployed on various speciul duties, see‘BIochmaun s translation o ]

v '
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religious grant. Eight Rénis and eleven Lhawfses ( concubines of the
highest ravk) became satf after his death, He had cight sons: (1) Anip
Singh, (2) Kesrf Singh, (3} Padam Singh, (4) Mobhan Singh, (5) Debi Singh,
(8) Madan Singh, (7) Ajab Singh, and (8) Amar Singh.

Anip Singh.

Though the date of Karan Singl’s death is not specified in the proper
place in the ¢ Kiyfint,” it appears from a subsequent casual remark that the
year was Sambat 1726 (A. D. 1669).

Thikur Khushil Singh of Chiird alone of the Bikfnir sardirs was
present with the R4jd at his death; the rest had left him
to wait upon his son, Andp Smgh, at Bikénir. After
Khushél Singh had performed the sacred duties of the funeral, and conveyed
the Mahr4j’s ashes to the Ganges, he returned to Bikdnir, where his presence
causeld much uneasiness among the time-servers who sutrounded Aniip Singh.

‘The latter frankly acknowledged his devotion, saying: © You are indeed

The truitor Banmsli Dis gets  the true son of the late Mahdrdji, I am only
the grant of Dflénfr, which, his son in name.” Andp Singh did not imme-
bowever, Andp Singh recovers.  diately suceeed to the “gadi.” For a time the
Bikénir mansab was conferred on no one. At length through, it is said, the
exertions of some of the old Banif officials, who went to Dehli and bribed
the Wazir, the state was granted to Amiip Singh. Dut shortly afterwards
it was capriciously transferred to Banmfli Dis, theapostate. Anvip Singh,
however, went to Debli and succeeded 1n recovermg his state, whieh was
attached to a mansab of Rs. 3,000. The territontesat this time con-
sisted of the following pargands, which, however, apparently do not include
the territory around the city :—

(1) Sirss, (2) Tosham, (3) Fatidbid, (4) Ratfo, (5) Bhatnér, (6) Siwéni,

Dikéd p (7) Atkheri, (8) Sidran, () Mem, (10) Ahawo,
Hkasir purgands. (11) Malot, (12) Philodi, (13) Agroha, and (14)
Bhitandi. For an acconnt of most of these pargands, see Gazetteers of Hissar
and Sirsh, where they are now chiefly situated, and the greater part of which
they compri<e.

Besides the above he held in the Dakhan the pargangs of Sajawalpur,
Nasro, and Rakhfwat.

On obtaining the mansab Andp Singh was sent to the Dakhan, where he
had to contend with the Chief of Réjgarh.

Accession of Andip Singh.

Andp Singh eent to the Daklian,

In the fight with the rebel it is remarkable that a Kotfri,d. e, an
hereditary Bani official, led the van, while another

Men of the Danid caste dis- 0 the same class was the only person of note

tinguish  themsclies in  the

straggle there. recorded as killed, One thikur, Kharak Singh of
“Aniip Singh preseot at the Bukharko, is mentioned as harving distinguished
taking of Golcands, himsell. Anip Singh likewise took a prominent

N . art in the capture of Goleand4, and for lus ser.

Me fs made a Mahiofjé. ricos was, accclxlrding to the Kfy&nt, made a Mahd-
riji. After a short interval at home, during which he contracted two
marriages, Anidp Singh was again sent to the Dakhan, this time to Addni,
a name still well known in Bikénir as connected with the glory of its fighting.
men,  An imporfant event in the Bikfnir State occurred whilst the Mahgrdjs

Pebellion of Khithard and was nt Addni. The Bhati thikurs of Kbarbard
Rimalwdli Bbitis aided by and Réimalwfli rebelled, and a hereditary Banif
Johyhs. official, named Mukiind R4, volunteered to under-
take their reduction. The MabArdjA provided him with letters to all the



( ).3(; )
pf’ficial’s in Bikénir believed to have funds a£=cémmand, and sent him to
Bikdnic, where he suceceded in raising o force of four thousand men. One
B'hm,x,, le'ng Chénd, a great grandson of Tejmé4l so famous in R&4 R
Singl’s time, supported the dmbir. The Bhétis to the number of two -
thousand were assembled in th,e fort of Churaia. It was situated about one
hundred miles north of 1}xk.{xmr, and the Rdjpits, who are fond of defining
regions by some characteristic natural produet, spoke of it as beyond the region
of the “phog.” Tt was in this locality that Raj4 R4i Singh wished to evect a
fort, but was baflled by Tejmal Bhatf.” The place
was besieged by Mukiand Réi’s force, whereapon the
Bhdtis called in the aid of the Johy4s, so frequently
a thorn in the side.of Bikdnir. The Johyds attempted to throw supplies into
the fort but fatled, and the Bhétf leaders then began to treat with Mukénd Réi.
They reminded Mukdnd Rdi of R4j4 R4 Singh’s failure to establish a fort,
and how Tejmdl had snid: “ Where the phog grows the land is yours, but
where the sfji and 14i grow it is mine ;” and they pointed out that the lands
on the banks of the Hakro had often changed hands; Hamirde Daspdd had
ance held them, theu the Johyds, afterwards one J4i Singh, then for a time
the Khinchi Réjpits, after them the Kailan Rajpdts, and then the Bhétis;
but Réthors had never possessed them, and had no valid claim to them. Mean-
while the Bhétis in the fort were starving, and on Mukdnd R4i and his prin- |
eipal lieutenant, Amar Singh Sringot, swearing that they would be safe, the
Bhitt leaders, Jagrip Singh and Bibdrl Dis, came to discuss matters in the
Raithor camp. After a long debate the Bhiati ¢ peshkash” to be paid to
the Bikéinir darbir was fixed at a ldkh, and it was promised that the r§j
troops should be removed. During the negotiations Mukind Réi's enemies
in Bikénir sent word by letter to the Bhdtis that Mukdind Réi meditated
treachery, and if the Bhitis could manage to kill him the writers would avert
the displeasure of the Bikénir darbdr. Bibdri Dés, however, did not accept
the warning: he had exchanged * pagris” with Mukind R4i, and he now
showed him the letter. In five days Rs. 50,000 of the stipulated  peshkash”
had been paid, and as Mukidnd Rdi said he would get the rest excused, un-
bounded confidence dwelt in the minds of the thikurs. To diminish expenses
the Bhitis sent away the Johyds and reduced their garrison to five hundred
men. Mukidnd R4i and Amar Singh now saw that If their oaths were dis-
reparded, the object of their desire could be obtained. Discussing the matter

X {ogether they decided that “Joyal service must be
“Treacherous  destruction of  girtace (e gidm kdm nir dosh hai®). Accord-
the Bhitis ingly they attacked the fort at midnight, surprised
the garrison, killed Jagrdp Singh and Behdri Dés, and took the fort. On its -
. ” site in Sambat 1785 a larger fort was built named
Fort of Autipgerh built ¢« Andpgarh,” which is now looked upon as one of
the principal strongholds of Bflénir. The Mahdrdjé at Addn{ was greatly
pleased with this success, and handsome rewardg were conferred on Mukidnd
R4i and Amar Singh. Bhdg Chand Bhétf, mentioned above as loyal .to the
Darbar, received the grant of Kbérbard, which estate is still held by his-
' descendants. The immediate result of the grant.
Continued contests with the (oo dicnstrons, for Khirbard was attacked by the -
BUitfs. son of the slaughtered Behdr{ Dés, supported by .
the Johyds, who took Khdrbard and laid waste all the‘ gortherh };’)ordef. :
Whereupon the Thikur of Mahdjan, whose estate adjoined ‘Khirbard, -
d that if Khérbard were given to him, he would extend the -
f Bikénfr to the banks of the Satlaj. He obtained the -grant,

Mukind  Rii’s  expedition
agninst them,

represente
boundaries o

~
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whereupon the” son of ‘the late grantee, Bhig Ch.’md{ attacked KbArbard,
supported by the Johyds. The Mahdjan thékur was killed, and his heir fell
Paatsbment of the Jobyls, into the h:mdsI of :lheh Johyds. As he was but a
agishment of the Johyls,  child they released him, and he subsequentl
the allies of the Bhitfs. avenged his father by slaying a number of quhyéi
in their own country; but when that took place Farid Khén, leader of the
attack on Khérbar4, was dead, and all that the young thékur could do against
him was to strike his tomb with his sword; the mark of the blow long remmned,
and it is said that from that date the Johyds dxd homage and paid taxes to
Bikénfr, though often rebellious. Indeed, within a year or two the Johys
Bhitfejoia the Jobyd chief of Hissr attacked Sirsd held by the Thékur
Bbtfs join the Johyds. of Bukharko, who with others was Killed, and for
the time the pargand lost to Bikdnir. One HyAt Khdn, Bh4tf, who had
charge of Bhatnér on the part of the darbér, joined the Johy4s, and for a
short season made himeelf independent in Bhatnér. It should be noticed
that Hyft Khdn’s position at Bhatnér was due to Mahérijd Andd Singh’s
) . suspicions of s own thékurs, whom he believed
g Lbatads for s time lostto the 4 bo favorable to his brother, Padam Singh ; and
o Padam Singh had disregarded lus authority,.and
1t was thought aspired to the “‘gadi.”
The Mah4rdjs was learned in Sanscrit and valued hiterature. When the
Mahdrdj’s It tastes Bribmans were concealing their books and often
Arajs ierary destroying them from fear of the intolerant
emperor, Antip Singh bought a number, and they or their dust are still in the
Iibrary of the Bikénir fort. Two works, the ¢ Andp Raka ” and the “ Antip
Meghmél,” were written in Sanscrit in honor of the Mahdrdj4, who seems,
by the villages he gave to Chérans and the mode in which they speak of him,
to have almost revived the golden days of Réi Singh.

Banmili D4s, before mentioned as an illegitimate son of Karan Singh
and as having intrigued to obtain the mansab ot Bikdnfr, was still pressing bis
suit at Dehli, where he was on intimate terms with the Saiyad Hasan Ali,

. . who, having acquired great influence over the
il D, the trmiear 6 omperor, obtained for Banmilf Dés balf the Dikd-
e T ¥ ' ofr mansab ; so Banmé4li D4s came to Bikénir with
three thousand men and encamped near the old fort of Bfka, The Mahdrfjd
entertained him handsomely, but Banmél{ Dés, who, as before mentioned, had
become a Musalmdn, slaughtered goats and sheep near the temple of Lakhmf
Nérain, and when remonstrated with declared he
would kill cows there if he liked. IHe then sent
for the accountants and demanded their ledgers
in order that he might determine what villages to take. As they were unable
to give up the ledgers, he kept them prisoners, However, a clever Ahfr, named
Ude Rém, volunteered to help the Mahdrfjd out of his difficulties. Going to
Banmdli Dds he fold him that he would not find out the good villages by
keeping the accountants, but that he himself was ready to give him all the
Settles at Chingof. information he required; and on Banmfli Dis

es at Chingol. resolving to have his fort at Chingof, Ude Rim
obtained from the Mabérfjs an order (rika) placing him in possession of
Changof and half the other towns and villages of Bikénfr., It so happened
that the Mah4rdjS had married the daughter of a poor thékur named Lakhmf
Dis Sonagrf, who having nothing to give in dowry had once told the Mab4rdjs
that he was ready, as an equivalent, to perform any service which might be
required. The Mahirdjd now sent tor him, aud, reminding him of his promise,

Baumfli Dés comes to Biki.
nlr.
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.desired him to kill Banméli Dés. “The thikur protested against being .ré- -
. Plot against the Ifo of Ban.  Sos ed to shed the blood of a son of the late Mah4-
malf Di raJi Karan Singh, and when ‘pressed, ‘stipulated
) . that at least some one else should share the euilt, .
A Biki was accordingly associated .with' him. The two went to Chgn’g;oi o
pretending to be outlaws (bdhrotids), and the Mahdrdj4 sent messengers to
Banmili Dés begging him not to give therm refuge, of which communication
no notice was taken by Banmél{ Dés.. Lakhwmi D4s told his intended vietim
that he had brought his daughter to'be married to him, and Banmali Dis, .
quite deceived, married a slave-girl who personated the thfkur’s- daughter.. -
The night of the marriage the girl put poison (- somal™) into the bridegroom’s
cup, and so Banmdl{ Dds died. He had been accompanied to Bikénir by a Na-

He is murdered be Thikus wab, and to make matters square with this Nawéb,
Lokt Daar e y the shrewd Ahf{r Ude Rém was sent. The Nawsdb -
at first threatened vengeance, for, he said he well:

knew how Banmdl{ D4s’ death had been compassed ; but a l4kh of Tupees

changed his disposition, and he reported to the emperor that Banm4l{ D4s had
died a natural death. No blame fell upon Aniip Singh, and thus, in the words -

of the “ Kiydnt > writer, Banméli Dds got his deserts (kiye ne priga).” ' Thékur.

' Lakhm{ Dés received in reward Bés and Réjpir,

- 1 g 3} i . N A L
Lakhmi Dis and the Abir 554 (Jde Ram Ahfr’s descendants are still servants -

Ude R4 rded. . . - . .
de Rm rewarde of the darbdr and a large village bears his name,
In Sambat-1755 Mahdrdjd Amip Singh died at Adini in the Dakhan.
Death’ of Mahdréjé AnGp T'wo Rdnfs, three khaiwdss, seven pitrs, four sahelis,

Singh in the Dakhan. and three female attendants became satfis. ,
Antip Singh had four sons:* Sardp Singh; Siyédn Singh, Réddr Singh, and
Anand Singh. E > : D
Before beginning the reign of Anip Singh’s successor, some farther account must
, ° ° gbe given %f Afﬁp Singh’s brother Padam Singh already
' Anecdotes of Padam Singh. often alluded to. He is par excellence the hero of Bika-

. nir, and occupies in the minds of the people, if we may
compare small things with great, the same place which Richard the Lion-hearted
holds or held on the minds of the people of England. To the .:p}',e_sent day his
huge sword is reverently preserved, and at certain seasoms. “pija” is: performed
before it. Reckless courage, great personal strength, and extreme open-handedness
were the characteristics on which Padam Singh’s popularity rested, as will be seen
by the following anecdotes, which, though greatly exaggerated, are doubtless founded
fact. During his father’s life-time he was employed in' the Dakhan, and fought
with his brother Mohan Singh. The latter possessed a pet deer,
e kotwall officials finding loose in_the city tied up and the kotwal
appropriated ; so that when Mohan Singh’s people claimed it, the kotwal declared 16
had been his for a long time. After an angry altercation Mohan Singh’s servants .
went away, and reported the incident to fihel}' maste:r, r_vho was very angry. The
next day both brothers went to the emperor’s da_rbar, for .the court was then ab ,
Aurangabid. Padam Singh had arrived before his 1)1‘other,_ and afsgr paying his
respects in the darbér, had come oub %0 lounge and smoke with his friends. When
Mohan Singh came and entered the ante-room (gieon), he met the l,:otwal, acgompmpe%
by- hie brother-in-law. -Mohan Singh complained to the kot‘yal‘.of the trea,tmlg,n \
hgs cervants had met with the preceding: day, but the kotwal insolently replied
that, as regards the deer, both he and his s((airva}zits h;zg. LA:‘; Y'l'(ilg,ﬁtd ql?i?i?o?lfg ?Eg]i?vf -

{kAnir pri was drawing his sword when .the kotwa ther-in- L
Egt%B;i{:ﬁ%te%nﬁfrﬁ ‘and killedghim before he could si;;r’l’ke a blow. ‘The? \lpr](;a,];‘ lﬁ:ag
heard on all sides, and Padam Singh left his “hukki” and went to see w .af a
oceurred. - He found his brother lying with apparenily & slight’ wound 11111( hﬁ] E{lﬂl(;fi;‘

3 he said to him: ¢ What! you, a sbout man, down from a wound like k% L

,%z[than Singh replied: The mortal Woumi isin m)(fl back, a,gd}; 'zh:hlinexll;d‘:;%ghuz ;iv:d =
lives, though I die.” Padam ‘Sz’ngh drew is: sword, gxae?pe tl- hie l;asﬁl o ihe -

1 ‘bér where the kotwal hid gone. ‘The emperor retreated hastily to u™:

‘ ;)‘lzlmggcigl;eti?gz]lol‘:s stood in cousternation, and some ran away. Padam S,l?gh- rushed

on
at Aurangibid
which one day th
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cubit beyond them “as though a bl i1 had struck ' ‘
ﬂ,ck 1T » o p
;)f ?he two sxyords he carried fnd slew ﬁft%r?zll}r}ég%g ?I;mk' Padam Singh then drew one -
1;?1: Z";ta 2 dllﬁnblf d, bliat a follower gave him up his h%:;neega ’ W}cllo Sll’mounded bim. His
ift to him from Padam Singh. s e amed “ Patisd,” a rmer.
]Iig: he B%%&ught on and killed %ge o?%z’f(}i]:is %:ﬁ%}?;g]ae?al&nghhhad IOSt‘hal?%éO}ﬁgg- |
orse. aining another, he slew eight als; when dgain he lost his
him on all sides ° He was covered 'tlg more of the enemy, which a
‘ , b wounds al s 'h now surrounded
ture he desired the young Prince o‘;lR 14 (o8 b0 was Salr Sal. At this j
the fight if possible, * You withdr atlfm, who was by his side, to withdr § Junc-
The e ontaened Padamlsgld‘:l?‘:’h u;vgﬁoth.e rell)lly of the prince. “ Whai:‘!v af;lnmli. :
mea.rély o f,bS%l'iliimal oh o yetjha.\?izig e sh wing-that in that age Jéts were thought
... Soon bu ‘ew, men remained wi y ; ’ . ‘
nishdn” and ¢paghrd” were in igglilnelzg%g? eSrm%h, who, perceiving that the
men, among whom, as thongh to belie Padam S'n% h’o . aplure, charged with his few
showed special gallantry. Dismounted, Padam Sg i;ecent woxls, was 2 Jib wh
all whom he struck. At length he fell senselesm‘g‘ rkought on foot, cutting in two
surviving followers did what they could to savesth ; eia wounded Lion,” and his-
was in the deepest distress from the death of his %mst?hve-& The victor, J4dd R,
Padam Singh, and clamoured to be confronted withrcl’l' e1] Sanwant R, killed by -
and 200 *paundas” (the space between the hands str tlsshs 3yer. Search was made,
left) from the funeral pile preparing for Sanwant Rai Pedc eCoub fo the right and
still alive, though partly stupeﬁecf by his wounds ’ 1:% a}rlndS ingh was found sitting
(pind*) of blood and earth, and a stream of blood “lﬂie aJb made one ot o balls -
from s body. There was not a spot on it as large as ag rax;ch of coral :, flowed.
His sword and shield had fallen from his hand, but a{,; da hgors point unwounded.
R4, seeing his enemy, struck him a blow; and Padam Sing g}tlarrwas énbhl-s girdle. Jadi.
cffort sprang up, seized Jadd Rai, dragged him from Elglis’; I?cg‘s . ljlrlt’ with a dying
ground._knelt on him, drove his dagger three times throu 'hs*?l't rew him on the
and expired with the last thrust. Padam Singh though dgfmd ]is chost an.d back,
for he had slain the two Dakhani leaders, and thgir’ bandsg dise‘er, da'd dono his worlk,
A “ chhatri ” was built over the ashes of Padam Sin b 0111) thse bmlgonsequence. i
and four of his wives died sati on receiving news of thgc; deathe fatlulh 5 of bhe Tapth
ld':;teboi{') }ll?aﬁaan Singhzis deailth was Sambat 1739. Satr Sil of Ratlz’ﬁn esgzgggl;dvith’%z
ife, but he had received eighty-four w ; ] 4
to sea,ent)’ wounds recoverged.y ounds; be and others who had from benty-seven
he two brothers Kesri Singh and Padam Si ; -
Emperor Alamgir. Kesri Sing'hgs was of Rs. 2?&1)%11ﬁiclivfsliﬁllaggab%f:rpm} he
Sambat 1727. His honors were probably earned in the great batt(f mh' ]ingm od
Aurangzeb on the throne, for he then greatly distinguished himself, eP‘Z,d:L(; %lizif eﬁ
had o mansab of Rs. 2,000, and with it he held a grant of Etiwah and Mainpiix. g

Sarip Singh.

Sardp Singh was born Sambat 1746, and succeeded to the Bikénir ¢ gadi ™"
Accession of Sardp Singh. Sambat 1.755' He was \.Vlﬂ_l h is father at Adini
| hee . when he died, and he remained in the Dakhan after
his accession, his mother, a Sesodié princess, being in power at Bikinir, where °
Romaing in the Dakhan, the officials were quarrgllll’ng: One Lallat, a “pdzir
o or eunuch, was the Rén{’s right-hand man, and his
principal opponents were some thikurs, amongst whom were the owners.of.
Zanénd intrigues in Bikénr. Bhukarko and ,J esséno. The last, Prithwi R4j by -
_ name, was mus4hib or general, and Lallat to get-rid -
ed the Rén{, when she happened to be sick, that he had tried
She was consequently most anxious to desttoy both him and
A Rénf, the Rijd’s mother, LIS friends, which was effected by the eunuch and -
causes g. leading thakur to be Mukdnd R4i  (the treacherous conqueror of the
ﬁfg{g:red by a eunuch, nﬂFEd Bhatis), who induced Prithwi R4j and his followers -
atiak. ' ' to come to the palace to hear letters read from |

- the young Mabévjé in the Daldhan.

* « pind ” ig used as offerings tb.ancestors,

of ' him persuad
to poison her.
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In A. D. 1710, the year that Muhammad Shith ook his seabon the throne

Sujfn Singli ret A -
from the I‘)';'f:;l;f:"""“hom° Sujdn- Singli refurned ‘to Bfkdnfr after- ten years’

Disregards the orders of

the emporor. (nhadis) came to summon him to Dehli, the-weakness®

necessary {o obey, but in order not entirely to bicak with the emperor, he
sent n force to serve him,  Shorlly after, Ajit Singh is said to have made an
attempt to scize the person of Sujin Singh ‘when out hunting away from his " .

of Dehli—a year, it is stated, of great plenty—Mahdrdjs .
- serviee in tlie Dakhan ; and although royal messengers .

of the empire was now such that he did not think it -

Ajit Singh, the Jarjn of  fort; but a “Sripujjf”” or Jain priest being warned in- |

Jodbpiir attempts o cap-  a vision sent word to the Mahérdjd that the J odhpiirfs
ture Sujfn Singh. wexe on him, and he had only just time to return
to the fort when five hundred horse from Jodhpdr ‘suddenly appeared. Their
leader was one Dfp Chand Bids, who professed to be the bearer of presents and -
complimenis from Rdji Ajft Singh in connection with the recent birth of a.
son of Ajft Singh. Some time after, Sujén Singh felt secure enough to absent
himself for some weeks from Bikdnfr in order to get
married at Dungarpir. On his way back he was °
invited to Udepiir by the Rdnd, with whom he stayed -
for 2 month enjoying the sports of Mewar, His horse “ Jambu dip ” attract-
ed mueh atfention by its }v?lndcrfu.l lerzlpmg powers, and when the Rénd admired
it he presented it to him fully equipped. IR
]ln Sambat 1787, the Mah?wé}:i proceeded with a force to Nohar to pums}h“
the insurgent Bhattfs and Johiyds, The Bhattis
Quells an insarraction of gy myitted, humbly presented the keys of the fort of
the Blatis and Johiyts. Bhatner, and paid a “peshkash” of Rs. 20,000.
Another insurrection about the same time was headed Ly Daulat Singh
Kdndhalot, Him the Mahdrdjd had killed in some treacherous manner (chuk
ar mdriyo).
k In S:xzubaﬁ 1790, after an interval of more th,an, a quarter of a century,
Jodhpdr again invaded Bfkénir. R4jh Abhai Singh
Third invasion of Bikéin{r ¢} o et on the Jodhpdr © gadi,” but the invading
by dodbpfir force, 15,000 strong, was headed by his bold brother
Bakht Singh. - Zordwar Singh, eldest Kanwar or son of Sarip Singh, was then
at Nohar with 22,000 men. He marched to protect the capital, :;]nd in a
battle at Taldo Najdsar Bakht Singh was defeated. Abhai Smghf’ké o,W'ex];grt,;
supported him with 80,000 men, who encamped near the city l?]f 'BS' 2‘1}; H er[it 4
they suffered so much from want of supplies and vwater'thz}t A at1. f,l'nbcr : sr -
Baltht Singh to the Rind of Udeptr to beg him to assist 1q:n§go 11'11 mbi) eWas
of peace. The Rénf accordingly segt {ned&:‘ttors,];t,tl:célnifblﬁs gﬁlgé : Owb : S
not now in a position to press any demand on ki r gras glad to be por-
mitted to retire unpursued. So hurried was t}lc retrea 8 z;i ke, {’héuan Fhe.
ol fire, which the Jodhpurfs had planted a8 usual on theé firs hig d -
i ’ ] 1 > h of the month when it is burnt, .
which ought to remain undlst}urb(dmll’the‘loth e o ers. held. the
was placed in a cart an(} e:}med to Nago}: w g;e % the- Todhpdr host had
Tolf festival. This evidence of the straits to ‘whic e’ Jodhp !
I{(I:(cyg ﬂfgixvc?d afforded great p}easnre atdBikénir, and a satmcal‘ ballad com- _
i i record. R N
mqmomtmgt{}he cx;ggﬁztzfifeiﬁ-?iling arose between ‘the Mah?'r’a,]a. Kanwar .
After These - Zordwar Singh and his father, the Rdjd, in conse-
Quarrel betwoer, Suiin @ wence of the dislike of the Kanwar towards one
§3Dg}: and his son %{hqwés Anand Rdm. The Mahdrdjd strove to-hun,wé'
Singh, . 7 g : e
'hisgson, but the latter would hear of nothing less tj,han the murder of Afian

Bujdn Singh goes to Dun.
goarpir to be married,

-
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Rém, and as he was not gratified, he left Bik4nir and resided chiefly at Nohar.
There he obtained ing who ded in killing Anand Rim by night.
Zordwar Singh then moved with his foree towards Bfkénfr, and encamped at
village Uddsar, one kés distant. The advisers of the R4j& urged him to avoid
a collision with his son, and in order to bring the latter to his father, two
Rénfs went to Zordwar Singh at Uddsar, A reconciliation was effected.
Zorfwar Singh agreed to do homage to his father, and the latter to make over
to him all power, which the Kanwar soon had to_exercise against o rebellious _
Bh4ti thékur, Ude Singh of Jaimalsar. The Bbat{ was compelled to pay
Rs. 5,000 * peshkash,” and to do service in person.
At this time Bakht Singl;: the brother of the R4j4 of Jodhpir, held Nigor
ollger of  o0d cherished ambitious designs upon Bikéunfr. With
e e et sk ®f him Daulat Singh, descendant of Népo, the Sinkhl4
to betray the fort to Jodh and hereditary killaddr of the Bikénir Fort, entered
pir. into a conspiracy and promised to betray his charge.
Several other persons were induced to join, and amongst them Ude Singh
of Jaimalsar and Siw# Parohit. Other conspirators were Bhagwan D4s, son
of Gordhan, and his two sons, The plot had ripened ; Kanwar Zoriwar Singh
had gone to Udésar, and the fort was thus deprived of its best defender, It
50 happened that Jetsi Paribr, a grandson of R&jsi and one of the hereditary
Parihir servants of the state, was connected by marriage with the malcontent
Ude Singh, and at the same time high in favor with the Darb4r, to which he
was devotedly faithful. Jetsi and Ude Singh at this juncture went to the
. Mahérdy Kanwarat Udésar, where Ude Singh gave
Tho plot fuile a feast. As Ude Singh became heated with wine,
he let drop words which showed that he had some great secret in his keeping,
whereupon Jets{ pressed him to disbosom hunself to him, his relation and fnend.
Jetsf soon discovered that the seizure of the fort that very night had been
arranged. Instantly he sent a camelman (6tf) to summon those of his people
who were near, while he himself repaired to the fort, about a kés distant. Going
to the bastion where Parihfrs were on duty, he shouted to them to let down
a rope, as the gates being shut he could not get into the fort. When he had
been drawn up, he hurried to the zanfn4 door, and when the Mahfrj4, induced
by his nrgent messages, came to him, he told the treachery of the SAnkhl4.
The MahArij4 then went with Jetsf to the Surajpol (Sun Gate), which was
found to be unlocked, as also were the other gates of the fort; while at the
Killadfir’s post, in spite of the Iatenessof the hour, conversation was going on.
Precautions were taken, the guns of the fort were fired, so that the Killad4r’s
messenger, who had gone to fetch Bakht Singh with 2,000 horse lying
ready at a convenient distance, knew that the conspiracy had been discovered ;
and Bakht Singh and ti- 47w ceeocfeetowe Leees¥- ¥ gpog fimely
retreat, In the fort the ». ' - . - were after n
fight all killed, After t1 - . T re entrusted
to o Dhibhéi, while to Jetsf Paribfir was confided the management of the
state.

" 1t was but o few months after the conspiracy above deseribed that Sujén
Singh died, Péh Sud 13th, Sambat 1792, at Rai
. Singhptra, where he had gone to scttle a quarrel
between the Thikur of DAbdrin and Bukarkho. Five “patrs” or mistresses
of inferior rank were burnt with the R4jf’s body at Risinghptird, and two
days afterwards, when the news reached Bikfnfr, four Rénfs also were burnt
with the RAja’s pagri.

Sujfin Singh had two sons, Zorfwar Singh and Ablaf Siugh.

Death of Sujin Singh.
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ZJordwar Si}ziq/c.‘ '

Zordwar Singh sat on the Bikfnfr « gad{” Magh Budi 9; Sambat 1797
(A. D. 1735)." He was born Migh Budi 14,
Sambat 1769. He began his: rule by éxpelling
 Lxpels Jodhpieis from Bikd-  some Jodbpir troops who occupied. ¢ thanas ” i; '
nir territory, Bikénir territory on the horder of the two states,
After this the Mah4r4jd. found it necessary to take the field in order £o
bring the state into order.” Sangrfm Singh, Thikur of Chird, being - dis-
affected, was expelled and another put into his Place, but on his going to
Jodhpiir, the Mahdrdjd came to terms with hini and restored his esta%’e; “As,

Accession of Zordwar Singh.

bowever, Sangrfm Singh went to Chird without coming first to do homage
at Bikiinir the breach was re-opened, and Sangrém Singh again went to Jodhptr
with a considerable following. e
In Sambat 1796 the Jodhpiir attacks on Bikénfr were renewed. Thékur. .
Fourth fnvasion of Blkuds Sangrim Singh of Chird had béen enabled to .
by Jodhptr, ) obtain a force of 10,000 men, with which he
. entered Bikdnfr territory. The “Thékur of Asoph -
approached, v7¢ Philod, with 15,000 men, but Bakht Singh had a quarrel with
- his brother Abba{ Singh, Réj4 of Jodhpir, and desirved to ally himself with -
Bikdnir. Zovdwar Singh at first distrusted him and required a. proof of -
his sincerity, whereupon Bakht Singh took Mertia from Jodhpdr. . It was -
then agreed that Bakht Singh should attack Jodhpdr-in the absence of his
brother, who was with the army invading Bfkénfr. "A Bfkénir contingent
‘of 8,000 men, under Bakhtiwar Singh Mehtar, joined Bakht Singh, and the
Jodhpir chief, intimidated by the aspect of affairs, came to terms with Bakht
Singh, to whom he agreed to pay two likhs. Mertia was restored to Abhéi -
Singh, and both the brothers then refired to their cities. "Bakht Singh-
dismissed the Bikénfr contingent with all honor, and on its retwrn the °
officers described Bakht Singh to their master as a man.and something more
(21 biswis). . - , o
~ At this period Bhatner was in the hands of the Johiy4s from whom Bhim -
) Singh, Thikur of Mahgjan, received permission to .
N o okes Bhab take it.  Ie was joined by Raotot and Biké Thé-
mer rom He oMy kurs, and a rdj official Mahta Raghdnéth, Ratf
accompanied the force. The Mah4jan thdkur in counecil -with his coadjutors -
resolved to entice MAl4, the Johiy4 chief of Talward who held Bhatner, to a
conference and then treacherously to kill him. K First of all matehlocks ‘
and daggers were sent to Bhatner in the name of a Seth as though for’
sale, and a company of Réjpits in disguise with them. The Johiya was
then invited to a feast, at which he was poisoned. with ““somal,” together
with the 70 sowhrs who came with him. Having stabbed their- victims
to make the more sure of them, the Réthors took their horses and »
rode to Bhatner, where, with the aid of the party and matchlocks, they
killed Mald’s sons and the rest of the garrison, and took possession ,of
the fort, in which -they found four likhs of-rupees and gold mohurs besides.
This treasure the Mahdjan thikur fook possession of to the dlfgust of the |
r4j official and the other thékurs. At this period the Jodhpun fxttap:k on -
Bikanir already deseribed took place, and the force was hast/lly summ,oneldt' ,
to Bikdnir.- The Darbar afterwards employed Hassan Khén, Bhatti, to'-
take Bhatner from Mahgjan. - Heinvested the fort, and got possession of two |
* bastions, on which: the Thékur of Mah4jan’ buried a ldkh of gold mohurs.
‘and evacuated the fort; and thus having lost “both’ the plunder and ‘f:he :
stronghold, he joined Sangrim Singh of Chiiri and L&l Singh of Bfldrdn,

~
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and they all united with Mabfirfji Abhai Singh of Jodhptr, who again®
inva cd Bikfinfr with a very large force. When
_‘Dﬂﬂfl‘r‘““"‘m of Bikéals by he reached Deshnuk he worchlpped at the temple
T of Karnfjf and desired the Chéirans in charge to
address him in the style adopted to“ards the Mahér4jh of Bikénfr, saying ~that
it would be Karnfj’s interest to assist him; but they refused. The ecity -
was not defended, and Abhdi Singh gave up a portion of it to plunder
for three watches (pabar) and about a l8kh of “Ift” was taken, R4j4
Abhai Singh’s tent was pitched on the sitc of the old fort near the temple of
Lakhm{ Neth. Helad a battery planted at the Andp Ségar’s chhitri,
another in the east slope (sAran) of the Andp Ségar well, and a third at the
The Bikéuic Fort besieged. dwelling-place of the Dmvh Swimi. The Sdr
’ Sfgar was occupied by the invaders, and the
Béhdrén thikur had a battery and took up his quarters on the central
“chabtitrd”’ of the Gfndni tank. The guns of the fort were well served.
Bikds, Bidiwats, and Rfotots formed the garnson, and Khushil Singh, of
BuLathD, was the leading tlmLur The loss from the bombardment was
One gun especially, called the “ Shimbhibén,” placed on the
present site of the nrhllery lines, did much mischief, and Kunwar Gaj Singh,
whose post was opposite 1t, remarked on the skilfulness of the gunners and
the dcsmbxllty of destroynw them. This was effected by a Paribir witha
« Ramchangf” gun, which he asked to be n]lnwed to use. = Gaj Singh him<lf
pom!ed a gun which struck the “Shimbhdbin ” and made it un<erviceable,
Karnfjf now.mnde it manifest that she bad not deserted her cwn peomin
Two Parihérs, who had been sleeping on the Sdr Mandir in the fort, sty vl\:«:
they rose one morning, a pure white kite (sfnwlf) on the halionry
of the Sujén Singh Malnl and fecling convinced that 3t b "Cirmu e

went and told the Mahﬁr'g'i who eame and saw the wonder, e niifesed Sre

kite in a couplet expressing welcome aud confidence, tovidl, <mr e arosnz

rejoined with another couplet on the anticipated comitdim a7 i Tonlems,
{8

The Mahirsji besought the bird to fly on to nwxr: A
eat some sweetmeats (vaf Led). The bird compified amix i
of a silver vessel. It then flew off towards Dasomik. Jercing Sne Fnhid=iif
re-assured by the sign,

Efforts were made fo detach the Bibisir it
The Mahérdj& even visited him at his pet 3
Khushil Singh, who upbraided him for rrmnm=
lecame known in the fort, where the

reproaches of Khushdl Singh formed the %

Bakht Singh of \'(wor now shevrsl
liad to send twice before any notn
Anand Rdm was then aceredited £z Toiic Sme
although Bikéinfr needed relief she v+ =m0
Bakht Singh told the Mahis G
Bikdnir bod) and goods ften oo
\Inh[\r.n_].: Jai Singh of Ja"v -,

Bnkht Sin,':h than lLe E
fidence Bakht Singh kad 2.
promised his acostazrs,
Lakhmi Nathjf eseld 1
straite, The Mahtd »e
you ennsent o give £
to write a “Lhast



Khushdl Singh, telling him he w.  point o ing and that
: ng was on the point of marchine and ¢ ‘
must “keep heart.” = At'the same time' a Bilénir vakil. at Dahl; sélﬁt‘xt\}:)%
fofJ alptr tinlat ;Irc;-assunng letter from the emperorhad been sent; to Bilcanfr. = -
Informing the Mahdrdjd that even if he had lost the fort, 1 8i Jould * -
be ousted from it as a  Bhiit by fire. e 011}} A}?hm‘Smgh should\
Twenty thousand Jaipir tr%(j-)[ps, under R4j4 Mal Khatri, joined Bakht Singh
Mebinkid Jai Singh of Juir at Mertia, but the Bikénir agent urged Jai Singh to

piir invades Jodbpiir as an ally , ) )
of Bikinir, ¥ his chief followers, some of whom deprecated inter-

' ference ; but Sheo Singh of Sfkar, a man of eveat:
note, pointed out the folly of permitting Jodhpir to annex Bikénir, and%}?&s

take the field in person. The Mah4rjd consulbed :

inerease in strength sufficiently to become a .dangerous neighbour. Sheo - -

Singh’s argument prevailed, and the Mah#raj4 marched with his whole force, -
Abhai Singh on hearing that his territory was invaded sent to the Rang of
Udepir for help. The R4n4 recommended him ‘to leave Bikdnfr if Zordwar'
Singh would consent to male him a humble salutation (naknaman). On'this
being proposed to Zordwar Singh, he said : « Jai Singh will give my answer.” .

The Jaipar foree bad not made many marches through Jodhpdr territory.
when nevws arrived that the. siege of Bikénir had
_been raised, and that Abhai Singh was pursued by
* Bikénir troops. A commemorative couplet says that the siege had lasted.
three months and five days. Abhai Singh’s retreat was very hasty., He
himself hurried on with 2,000 horse to Jodhpdr, which he feared would fall

The siege of Bikénir raised.

into the hands of Jai Singh. The policy of the latter, however, was to keep - .

both states in sfafw quo, and when a counecil of war, ostensibly to determine the
next step, was held, no business was done, and only banter and jests were ..
exchanged. Amongst the distinguished persons present at this darbdr are- -
mentioned, besides R4j4 Bakht Singh of Négor, Réo R4j4 Diler Singh of
Bundi, R4j4 Indar Singh of Sheopir in Gwilior, Amir Singh Sesodid of .
Shéhpurd, Stiraj Mal Jat of Bbartpir, Réji Gopél ¢f Karauli, the Badouria
R4jd, and Bahddur Singh of Ripnagar in Kisbangarh. Bakht Singh was: .
much disappointed at the manifest intention to do nothing, and in his interest-
Mahtd Anand Rifp went round to Mah4rsjd Jai.Singh, who remarked that ~
Govind Deoji * had made them successful, and that he proposed to take hostages

for the indemnity (fauj kharch) he should exact and go away. ' The Mahtd
who had told ‘Bakht Singh that Girdhiifji would grant the ¢ desire of his
heart,” pointed out to the Mahdrdj4 what efforts Bakht Singh.bad made in
the matter, and hoped that he would obtain some reward. But Jql,Smgh
was intent only on obtaining his ¢ peshkash > which was fixed at 21 14khs of

rupees. Bleven lakhs of this were paidin jewels which had conie to Jodhpiir as

part of the dowry of Jai Singh’s daughter, who was married fo Abhai Singh.

'They were brought in a golden dish to Jai §1ggh,'. who, mstea(\I of s]g?wmg

annoyance, remarked : “ Ah! they are Jodhpir jewels now; take thgm. For
the remaining ten likhs hostages were given. e L

On the invitation of the Jaipir chief, Zordwar Singh came to Bana, in

: " “Jodhpir, to meet his deliverer. . At theirinterview
Meeting of Réjds Jai Singh -7,0400: Singh remarked that the aid just rendered

and Zovdwar Singh. crowned generations of fiiendly intercourse befween -
the two states, and a minstrel repeated the following ’coupleﬁ P -

« gbhai Rdj gripped Bikintr as an elephant a “grak> (waber awima),

Ja‘;{ Singh /’L'écfrdﬁg&e cry for help and like Harji + gave aid.” . o

5

% One of the protecting deities of Jaiptr..

" 4 Or Govind Deoji. His temple at Jaipir is in the palace gardeu north of tlie Tripolié.‘
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_"Jai Singh replied that * * *° BT YL Bl
gation to act for Bikénfr, for * ~ - Lo te o,
whose sister he had marriec, . . " to
help in return, and Govind Deo had granted it,

After this the Jaipir chief lent aid to Zordwar Singh in putting down his

3 . ) own rebellious thikurs, and S4dul Singh, the fa-
. Zﬂf%"}“,smzb Sfe“'l u’:,l'l:““';l“ mous Shekhéwat, and R4j Singh of Jhildi marched
T lionsthikurs. 6 % against the Sinddsot accompanied by Maht4 Bakh-

tdwar Singh. Sangrém Singh of Chard and LAl

Singh of Bah4drfin were preparing to resist.  The Iatter had ten guns given

him by his recent patron Abbai Singh, which were taken from him when he

. came into collison with Sddul Singh at B4i, whence he fled to Bah4drén.

There Sidul Singh followed him, and obtained his submi and engag t

to pay a * peshkash ” of o l4kh of rupees. The thikur was brought by Sidul

Singh to Jaipdr, where he was emprisoned, and peace was established in
Bikénir.

Anand Rdp Maht4 for his diplomatic services received the title of “Gaf
Bhdm.ké-B4hrd,” and distinctions were conferred on Mabt§ Bakhtdwar Singh,
recent commander of 1 -- ¢ b et * ~

On his pledge of H [ . meto

Murder of the Chéird thikar, ©  _* t . . there

* he and Iis brother, Bohpat Singh, were treacher-

Mahiehis occupios Chirg,  + Ously, murdered in their tent. ‘The Mahérdjs
#hard)a oceopics CAAML  then himself occupied the Chind fort, confiscated

all the moveable property, and expelled all the Banirots (the clan of the Chird
thikur) except those in réj service. After sequestrating the estate for six
months, it was bestowed on Dbfrat Singh, a son of the murdered Sangréim
Singh. The “ Kiyint” contains an account of Bakht Singh’s reconciliation
with his brother Abhai Singh, their attack on
Jaipir, and the battle of Gangéro. ’I“fd apparently
e R N e AT

Contest between Bakbt Singh
of Négon and the Réjd of Jai-
pir.

had refused to aid his des
Mahté Anand Rip to urge '
Singh had been hesitating . A
village Bassi not far from Pobkar, and he was burnt at the latter place. Ja:
Singh soon marched back to Jaipdr baving come to terms with the Jodhpir
. Ieaders, and having restored to Bakht Singh the clephant taken at Gangdro
which carried his “ thikur ” (idol) and other valued articles. Soon after Zordwar
Singh paid a sccond visit to Jai Singh, who came as far as the Chéndpel
gate of Jaiptr to meet him. Zoriwar Singh
Zorfwar Singh visits Jaipir. remained six months at Jaipir, during which
the Mahtds having fallen into disfavor were
deprived of office. The mint (sikdérf), always alleded to as an important
Offcials charge, also changed hands.  But on the return of
‘ . the Mahérjd to Bikinfr a Mahtd was again made
dfwfn. The Bhattfs and Johiy4s were at this time troublesome and the Mahirdjs
o resolved if possible to take Hisedr from these two
‘::::’h"‘lé ":_“ 'i{;";""?o‘nl‘m} tribes who held it, and who are called in the
Y"‘,;y ® Kiydnt « Classes of Turks.” As was the practice
with the chiefs of Bikinir before entering on any
great undertaking, the Mahdrdjs first visited the shrine of Kamijf, and leaving
at Nohar the troops under Kanwar Gaj Singh and Shekhdwat Nfhar Singh



and Mahtd Bakhtdwar Singh he went to - Bikénfr aud sent, his' whole family. A
on foot to Deshnuk, He himself followed them, and.also walked from the
bort}m’ of {J\p wood which surrounds the shrine. e visited the shirine accom-
panied by his Rénis united 10 him by knots in their scarves (Ghat jori). Four
Chérans’ wives also went with the party, to each of whom a mnecklace was
given. Otl.mr _presents were-bestowed on persons attached to the shrine.
lf.ood was distributed and a rupée and a blanket given to cach family .in the
village, A golden umbrella presented on this oceasion fo Karnfjf is still to -
be scen above her image. : o L
Advantage was taken of the return of a R4nf from the Soram Ghédt on the
Alliance with n Rao Abir of G:Tges to establish -RF a]liancq with -ﬁhe Réo Abir
Rowati. e Gijar Mal of Rewarf, by which town the Rdnfs
party passed. The Rdo was to attack Hénsf while |
Zaoviwnr Singh co-operated on the Bikdnfr border.  Bub -disturbances in
Bikdufr territory, and the attitude of Bakht Singh now hostile to his old ally,
caused delays which irritated Réo Gfjar Mal who needed aid against the
imperial troops, At length a force was sent under Bakhtdwar Singh, Mahts, -
and Daulat. Singh, Thékur of Bdf, which marched towards Hins{ while the
Mahdrdjd occupied Hissir. At the same time another force-acted agdinst the -
Bhattds of Fatighid. : :
After the taking of Hissdr the Mahdrdjd fell ill, and after continuing so for
o four days died at Anippird in Bikdnir territory,
o Death of Mubifirijé Zorfwar 0t without suspicion of poison. Two Réns, one
Singh. khawds (mistress of the first rank), eleven pétrs
(mistresses of the second rank), five ménas™ (slave-
girls), and, strange to say, one Brihman, employed
in the cooking establishment of a pdtr, and two slave-girls of patrs, all became -,
satf. They werce consumed with the corpse at Andpprird, all except the Rénfs
and a pitr, who were burnt with the Mabdrdjd’s *“ pagri ¥ at’ Bikénfr.
Thakur Khushél Singh and Mahtd Bakhtiwar Singh sccured -the fort
Thikar Khushdl Singh of and the city, for great anxiety was felt about the
Tukarko and Muhta Bakhidwar Sucecession, the late Rdji having died childless.
Singh procure the election of Two sons of his younger brother, Anangl Smgh, had ,
Gaj Singh to the ** gadi.” taken the field, supported by Bakht Singh.” They
encamped at Lidno on the border and ravaged Bikdnfr. Kbushdl Siigh sent
a messenger bearing as 4 token a certain rmg (bit{), by means of S_V]I]~1cl.l_ ‘the
claimants were induced to come to a conference at Garbala, where they encaiuped
under a ¢ khejrd” tree which bore a fakir’s flag. - Gaj Singh, theu ql(}e:"_ ,
brother, who was favored by Khushal Singh, encamped under another l-iheﬁd :
tree, where the village gods (Bhtmids) were situated. Omens were éen‘
observed : they indicated that the lord of  the land (Bhlimdhani). avas »ltén e;
the Bhiimids’ khejri. Amar Singh, ‘tlie other aspirant, hqfveye}, .W%u E‘OI
but Gaj Singh’s merits were known to all the officials'and inf uenI xz:i
‘ ngh, addressing a speech to those with him, ha
little dificulty in persuading them to .accept Gaj ,Sl/llg‘li“fil.s ﬂl{?ﬁl“’lf}lllz};'z E
master. Gaj Singh was then secretly summon?‘d to ]ilki}pﬁ ,11’0113 e k 'if)]u‘s :
tree ; but at the fort gate, when, pﬁ’ered‘the gad{” of B} \.m.nl,ﬂpt (ilmth : L
it -ag imposed upon him. The Thikur and Mqhta §‘mp ated tha o
zl(im}mscl);;uﬁl not Ibe calléd " to account for the.expenditure of stores and.
trc?:?s‘ure during the siege of the Bfkdnfr fort by Abhai Slfl;]g}ll:"- g’gl;gﬁg );
taking the Sligrim in his hands(i svv(zlreA ngié IEO lgaulcileltilfﬁn éﬁgm“;)sat -1202 neA
1s ion was thus removed, and Asadh 1 U, BAANE YIS
;D:?rr}:alsog i;(z)srsn(i)ng prayer (Mangal arati) Gaj Smgh tool his seat on tlfe g‘nflf- -

Satfs,

give way ; 1
r ’
persons, and Khushil S
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The “ tilak” was placed on his forchead, the guns were fred, the “nobat”
sounded, and the new R4jd proclaimed.

Amar Singh and his brother, the rival claimants at Garbala, heard the guns
and their suspicions were aroused. They sent to
see if Gaj Singh was still under his  khejrd”” trec:
apparently he was, and fast asleep upon his bed. But soon it became known
that o Bhdrat named Sattiddn was personating him, and then Amar Singh
thought it time to mount and be off. ~ Uttering threats he turned his horse’s
head towards Jodhpir. ‘

" Anger of the other claimants.

Gaj Singh.

Gaj Singh was born in Sambat 1780, His mother was a Shekhdwat.
" Accession of Gaj Sizgh He took his seat on the ““gadi” Asfdh Bud 14th,
coession of {ia) Biogh. Sambat 1802 {A. D, 1745), and his first recorded
act was to show honor to Maht{ Bakhtawar Singh, whom he caused to sit
down before him.
R4j4 Abbai Singh of Jodbpiir was at Ajmfr when Gaj Singh obtained
5 the “gadi”” There the disappointed claimant
paitrgues of the dscontented  Amar Singh arrived and found other Bikénir
d g malcontents in attendance—Bhim Singh of Mahé-
jan and Lal Singh of Bahidrin—who after the death of Sawfi Jat Singh had
cen released from Jaipur. The three comforted one another with the reflection
that Gaj Singh was but the nominee of Thikur Khush4l Singh, and that the
troddess Lakhmi Nath (joint patron with Karnji of Bik4unir) would doubtless
appoint Amar Singh.
A large force for the invasion of Bikénir was prepared by Ablai Singh,
. _ of which Raghfndth Champiwat, Antp Singh
gorenth favasfon of Biknir  ChampAwat, Ratan Chénd, Bhandérf, and “ Modhi”
pir Tikam D4s were the leaders. The army was of
course accompanied by the three discontented sardérs, and after doing some
mischief on 1ts march ped in the neighborhood of Bikénir. Bikénir
troops, owing to the hostility of Jodhpidr, had been sometime kept ready for
action, and were strong enough to meet the Jodhpdr invading force in the
open field. Bus no decisive battle was fought, although for months they faced
ne another. At length Jodhpur proposed a division of the territory as the
/oly means of terminating the struggle. Gaj Singh in reply eaid : © We will
“getmivenp a redl’s Tangth of territory, avd to-morrow sword in hand we
A e ene v will further discuss the question of peace.” Before
LR e aging to battle Mahérdjs Gay Singh prayed to
1 Karnfjf, the divine protectress of Bikfinir, saying :
joum W r4) i your gift! Now, as token of your presence, cause a
dry goat to shiver as it stands for sacrifice.”’* A
Tam 018 g teuats goat shivered and the Mah&rfija exclaimed : “ 1 will
fight; the sign bas been given.,” The Bikdnfr
army was in three divisions (fn) and about 20,000 strong. In the middle
division, consisting of Bid4wats, Rfotots and DBfkfs, the Mahfrdjs placed
himself with a Bikd, a Bida, and 2 Rfotot beside him, The right divi-
sion, consisting of Bhétfs, Ripiw4ts and Mandaliwats, was led by =a
thékur of BAi, Maht4 Bhim Singh, and a parohit, while on the left was
Thrf Singh of B4i, Dhiraj Singh of Chiirt, and Maht4 Bakhi4war Singh;
with the Banirots Khushdl Singh of Bukarkho and Daulat Singh of B4i,
® Water 5, a3 3 rule, thrown on the sacrificial goat a4 it stands before the imsgr. It abivers,
and then the blow ia strucl, as tbat is thought to be an indication of the Deity's presence snd
acceptance of the offering.
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and Mahtd Raghtindth Singh led the van, and in {he rear wae Poiy Siv
Bilsé with the hazri sepoys or Mahéﬁ%’a’?gulﬁ-dﬂw gy was Pem Sing
““ SujAndesar >’ a section of the Jodhpir force Udéw.‘ats‘anaa‘we] cz;, e(-ilﬂ
Jiintha near Mertia, had erected an earthworl which the B’IP?‘OP e-"ohwl‘ i
assaulted and took. -Bhand4ri Ratan Chand seeing - the ré\ians‘lr utg t}wni
ground with his hands “like a tiger in rage’’ and lioucrht u e;ﬁ tf rl;.C'x th
could to retake the earthwork wheré the battle raged fuI;io 1 - Oldqe'ch
““dhadis” (professional singers) sang the “ sindii ” (battle sbng-).lls (g,a'] aé]in‘ h
horse (for he descended from his elephant) was shot thronch the head agd
ball grazed his shoulder, being turned aside by the hand of Karniff. At th
point 4,000 Bikénir horse contended with 6,000 under the I;haﬁ’(iéri. T}
:?:fltll;ftn Ol‘lva\i h%é‘}iat.h 'Aniar Singh with a party attacked j’he Mahargja
lep they thought him still seated. The mahiwats on' bot
sidés were killed, and a Bfkdnfr thakur rushing to rescue his chief ran Ams
Singh through the back with a spéar. Bhim Singh of: Mahgjan, too, wa
dangerously wounded, and R4jd Gaj Singh had a second horse killed unde
him. He then mounted an elephant which Bhandarf Ratan Chand approachel
Him Gaj Singh drawing a bow shot through the eye; but in spite of .thei
wounds the Bhandéri, Amar Singh, and Bhim Singh managed to retrea
Defeat of the Jodhpirfs, with their forces, which, having lost eight of thei
) ( leaders and five hundred soldiérs, gave way.. Whe
the Mah4r4j4 saw the Bband4ri making off, he shouted: * See, the rasca
though wounded, escapes ;”” whereupon a thikur, Sardp Singh of Jetptr, gallope
after him and ran him through the back. Then returning he made a how &
the Mahérdjd, who was much pleased. On the Bik4nir side only seventeen.o
eigbtee? y])lerslons of note were killed, amongst then
a son of the late Maht4 Anand Rédp and a Musal
min kotw4l. Amongst the wounded, who were numerous, “215 a Bréhman
Parihérs, and a Bhét{ holding the hereditary office of * Faujdar.” The Jodhpd
. X loss was double, and so complete was its defeat tha
The Jodhpir greater. it had ‘to burn its tents mﬁd retire o Jodhpir t
the extreme vexation of R4ja Abhai Singh, who sent.a force under anothe
Bhand4rf to threaten Bikénir from Didwini. A poem attests this victory

which took place in Sambat 1804. R
As some of the Bid4wats were in insurrection; the: Mahéréjés' tgol
S . advantage of his camp being at Ch4par near Sdjin.
Murder of Biddwat thikurs garh‘togbring them %o order. Sozge on a promiss
of safeby were induced to come to their chief at Chépar, where three,” Mohba:
Singh, Devi Singh, and Sangrém Singh, were treacherously murdered, the effec!
of which act was to produce peace throughout the land. - o
After these events Bikénir troops, with the Mah4r4jd at their head
- . marched to Sémbhar to aid Bakht Singh, who wa:
_ Gaj Singh aids Bakht Singh  goain engaged.in a struggle with bis brother Rij¢
in Jodbpdr. " Abhai' Singh. - Bakht Singh received him with
much honor; coming two kos to meet him and presentirgg a nazar. Wher
the Mahé14j4 returned Bakht Singh’s visit, he treated him as an equal, fo:
he recognised him as the R4ja of Jodhpdr. - Bak_ht Singh, as they saf
: . " heside- one amnother,” remarked. that when 11

" Bikénir losses in the battle.

Bs ingh’ liment. - placed by 1 it makes not & but eleven (11), :}Pd
Bakbe Sm.ghscompl. o, 5; wasr{vmng._‘?to ‘suppose that the Maharfjis
© arrival merely doubled his strength. Abhai‘S.in”gh,"mfoh his Ma;‘llattq ally,
marched to attack his brother, but through the intervention of Jaiptir a 1'90911&
- ciliation ‘was effected and Gaj Singh returned to Bikénir. It was reporte
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"to him that his father Anand Singh was dying at Reni, but instead of going
. to sce him, he preferred attacking the Bhétis of
Diffculties with the Bb&tl Rpqapmpr who had misbehaved. On the inter-
of Difksmpir, cession of one Kumbkaran Bb&tf Bhikampdr
wag spared ; but, as it refused to pay the * peshkash” imposcd, !
was employed to reduce it. He soon took Bhikampdr and slew the thikur,
and the fort was put into the y jon of the rfj officials. During this
. 5 transaction the Mahhr&ji’s father died in the
Death of (ia] Smgh's father. 3000 of the Mahfir6j&, who reproached humsel€
for not going at once when told of his danger. -
After “duadso” (feeding of Brahmans on the 12th dayFof mourning)
. the Mah4rdj{ marched to Reni. At this time,
;egﬁo:f‘g{ﬁ?in{:m‘:’ the  Sambat 1605, Bhim Singh, Thékur of Mahgjan
’ ) who had been for o long alienated from his chief,
ot e e “ ¢ thikurs of note. He
“@okul Gay,” bestowed
possession of his estate,
cronchments of certain
Jaisalmir had attacked
Bhikampér. On his way to its support news of the death at Ajmir of R4j4
Abhai Singh artived Asédh Punam 15th, Sambat 1805, R4m Singh, his
successor, refused the nazar of his uncle Bakht Singh, becamse the latter
held Nfgor, and finding that Bakht Singh had
no intention of evacuating it, R4m Singh marched
a force against him, the Dfddwats of Mertia
being his chief supporters, QOn Bakht Singh’s urgent application Gaj Singh
brought 18,000 men to his aid; but Ga) Singh could not conterd with
Jodhptir and Jalsalmir at gnce, Bl;:ld was compelled to Wi}{x&]rnw l}i; force
rom Bhikampdr, whereupon the Réwal of Jaisal-
Dhfkamplr lost to Dikolr. 1 o occupiedpit and killed Kumbkaraz as ke 1n
homage was touching the Rfwal’s feet. Bhikampir is now Jaisalmir ter-
ritory.
’in consequence of the absence of the Mahardjs, disturbances arose in
Tich Singh, brother of the DikAnir, and Térd Singh, brother of Gaj Singh,
mahbrid, Tled nhen contend.  Was sent to Reni to check LAl Singh of Bahddrin,
ing with the Thikur of Bahfe 37 7 X . .t T e o a
ran.

Qsj Singh agnin goes to sup-
port Bakht Singh.

- e
Saledf Singh. Althoush
) o . ' he Mahiri)d still remained
with Bakht Singh, who praised his staunchness 1n disregarding his own diffi-
culties to serve o friend. A force mounted on camels was, however, at once
sent off to Reni under Maht{ Manrdp and a son of the distinguished Khush4l
Singh. Except that Bakht Singh procured the murder of one of the chief
Jodbpitr officers, the allies did hitle or nothing against Jodhpdr, and Ysri
Singh, R4 of Jaipdr, after a time interposed between the Jodhpir chief and
bis uncle, .
A Jaiptr force, under ono Thékur Dalel Singh, marched into Jodhpiir,and
PRI, o ennaes Dalel Singh in conjunction with Mahta Bakhts-
Takht Singh e 1o terms War, the Bikénfr agent with Bakht Singh negoti-
with bis nephew Rim Siogh, ated terms of peace, by which it was deerded that
R4jS of Jodupdr, Bukht Singh should give up Jdlor, which he
occupied, and reveive an equivalent in Ajwir, besides three likhs as compensation
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for money expended on the fortifieation of " Jélor, which was notto be surrén-
dered till the money was pnid. Matters being thus pleasantly settled, Mahér4ja
Gaj Singh had leisure for agrecable conversation with the J aipiir representative
Dalel Singh and his ally Balkht Singh. ‘The former on the Mab4rsjs ques-
Couversation between  Gai tio.uing him rfalated ﬁhe‘cireumstm_mesro‘f ‘Sawii
Singh and Bakht Sin;,rl‘:? Y Jai Singh’s rise and his ‘conneetion” with . Ajft
. Singh of Jodhpir, and then Bakht Singh detailed
how his family lost Jodhpdr, how it was recovered by his father Ajft Singh-
and how he himself wag privy to the murder of his father in which crime his’
brother Abhai Singh was principal. Gaj Singh’s comment on the narrative
was: “Oh 1 you are no villain ; you killed your father from love of your brother!”
On refurning to his own' territory- Mah4r4js Gaj Singh had no-difficulty -
) in espelling the Bah4drin party from Renf and:
b qg'gB{‘llr',“‘}l“f:;té;f‘g‘l‘:‘rt:;’r‘igr‘:ed recovering his brother’s baggage; while thus en- -
t;fm dylia%mitory. gaged, an urgent message from Bakht S{qgh arrived,”
- begging .that the Mahériji would rejoin him at
once as the imperial “ bakhshi” or commander-in-chief from Dehli had come to.
aid him, and there was also a powerful confederacy of thikurs united against,
Rém Singh* The Mah4r4j4 found the « Dhirgj” (Bakht Smgh’s Dehli 1311;1(_3)/ .
: Sineh] in topoto 2 Mertid, near which at Suriya-bés Bakht . Singh
thfgtjqi:gft thas uf;{&.;}ﬂé"smgﬁ. ;nq éns ilp]f)oitgrs’ fought then" ﬁrst“batﬁle with-
sri Singh of Jaipir. Do
The fight was undecisive, and There was shortly after another battle at :
Pipdrd, rather bloody but equally inconclusive. At this-juncture Isif Singh
proposed to pair off with the Nawib or Bakhshi aforesaid, whose connection
with Bakht Singh was established when the former was on business at J alpti.}l;.b
Accordingly, to the confusion of each party, they both marched off: Bakht
ion of the allics on Singh with Gaj Singh fell back on -Négor, and.
cn£°i?3§'f’ uG?\j Sincghnretrents the latter returned 6o his own teijl'lto'r):,. vwhe‘:nﬁe ,
to Bfkénir. "~ he was againRsumr?ol;{ed h}?yf tIIJIe Dhirj on, the
-death of Isri Singh which deprived R4ji Rém of his chief ally. .
deqth’l‘(l)le Mérwér thikurs, pafticularly he of Ahd, urged Bakht Singh nogv ﬁo |
: strike for the ©“ gadi,” as the Mertids alonie of the
Again joins Bakht Singh. great Mérwdr houses supported ’thﬁ %%ih SAi} ﬁhi
ida : i4 ie was fought Mangsir Bu , Sambat
Diidésar tank near Mertid al%ra%itiga\g%?egrﬁém gingh.w ags de_afeated, hotwith
 Defeat of Ram Singh, Bakht  gtonding the gallantry of the Mertids. Sher Singh,
Singh’s opponent. ‘ their chief, after the manner of Réjpit chlvzz_lry,llllfzd
sent word to Bakht Singh of t-hebtime the attaclé go}ﬁdhti;;kinpf}l;e,o gzlimgsﬁg
-stick amongst his guns but to come and fig] .
.g(i);gfﬁ) fifllil; ;::Itl:(i)oxf togethgr Wiﬁl} mzﬁly ogl_lersh of llllgs}igflvgiiti}eﬁ‘.to ?Oflic;gg
battle proved no less unfortunate for Ram Singh, ;v it manceaveed his antago-
1n the operations thhnfi'(s)go:xrle(g”if ilgg;&il:tti’o%l with Réj4 Gaj §ingb took
Capture of Jodbpér by Brlkbt 3 odilpﬁr,'which.for four ¢ pahars ” was glverll1 over tf;
Singh allied \'.jith Gﬂj. Singh. plﬁﬁderj Asédh Sdd 9{;}1,. Sambat 1 SOS dr,[; e‘;}:l?ﬁt
Graceful acknowledgment b5-7 fort held by Bhétis was als? sur;ende; eﬁ 'Sg laced
" Bakbt Singh of the services of - Singh, who, as 4. grace,fu} compliment, 111 Eu e
his ally. . Gaj Singh on the “gadi” before he finally occup
it himself, since he owed, he said, all to hls,a;lly. o . ..
¥ i{ﬁjﬁ Rém Singh’s mad lml{it ‘ofl gratgﬁf}otg}i ziigfru!?‘igi‘y?;t{?ui(;w;;: lfe g‘:rli gn‘tﬁe sgng_i? ¢
ot Tho oy ser Bl mooe e b s g
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Gaj Singh then returned to Bik4nir, and soon went to Jaisalmfr to be

3 o married to a daughter of the Rawal. His friend
Marriage of @sj Siogh at poyrsi gt cAaVelrforoatol L aa Y

Tnimlnfr. . ; . DT ,)

L )

his son, came. For once I -

At Suddsar, some dist. T VoL e

Detafls of the ceremontes, &c. Mahdrdjé, whom he presented with a gold and a

silver cocoanut and two horses with gold trappings.

Qe 2 @3 E ey ceLi v 3 - ik P (rice and grains, &c.) on the

B - I 10 in the former’s “ thil{  and gave

R . o ,- Then he put on the * kesar*’ (safron-

colored garment) and the “mor” (a bridegroom’s head erpament), and went

to be married during the last watch of the day. The RAwal came to meet

him, and they saluted without alighting from their elephants. *Sahelis” (per-

it toeom vt wkalas” at the fort gate into which the

- PR o '+ himself in the “khéssa’” (ornamental

, T . 1 ¢ pfthi* (a compound of perfurme oil,

flour, &e.), and received Rs. 5. He was then carried to the upper palace,

where be touched the “toran” and entered at the time of the return of the
cattle from grazing (dusk).

The marriage ceremony then took place: the lady’s name was Chfnd
Kaur, her father’s Abhai Singh, R4wal of Jaisalmir. Among those who
came to congralutate the Mah4réji was an envoy of the Midn of Lattf (an
Amir of Sindh). The “kiyint*’ goes on to tell of the visits made by and

aid to the Mahérdjé, and of entertai ts given by the Réwal and otbers,
ut the account contains little beyond lists of formal presents and precedence.
There seems to have been but one grand dinner (got), and at an entertainment
in Bijai Singh’s tents the guests were but one hundred. The Réwal, however,
distributed to the whole gathering uncooked food for four days and cooked for
one. Before leaving Jaisalmir Gaj Siogh caused some of his principal thikurs
to marry Jaisalmir ladies, and he paid visits to the principal ehrines. The
- chief is the *Thikur” in the fort, or image of Sri Krishn, the reputed
ancestor of the Bhati chief who claims to be the head of the Lunar race.
The shrine of Keter P4l or Bhaindjf is another of consequence. Gaj Singh
on leaving Jaisalmir proceeded to Pokaran with Bijai Singh, accompanied by
the agent of the Sindh Midn,

It is not necessary to detail the visits and entertainments exchanged

e before they all separated at Pokaran, or the civili-
1o Singh compels » #hilix  gicq the MabSrdji met with from thfkurs on his
ister of ‘Dakbt Singh. - way back to Bikénfr. When at Philodf hé caused

a Bhat{ thikur to marry an illegitimate half-
sister of Bakht Singh, a kind of enforced misallisnce which in the present
day 80 often estranges thikurs from therr chiefs.

On the Mahfiriji’s retarn to Bikfnfr he dismissed the Mabtds from office,

Mahths sopplanted In ofice 8ppointing in their place their rivals the Miindrfs,
by the Mdndrés. Both are sections of the Mahesri caste,

In Sambat 1809, nided by the Nawfb of Daulatpird who joined

. 5 him by order of Bakht Singh, the Mn{lﬁl’l‘j&
I “Q’iﬁ:'ﬁ‘n"’““"h"“"’“d' destroyed the Sfkar village of Scodrab which

& 5 harbored plunderers.
Soon afterwards he had again to enter Jodhpdr territory to assist
Gaj Singh goes to support his ally ogninst Rém Singh, who had come to
Bakbt Singh sgain. Ajmir with a Marhatta army. The invading foree,




" however, retreated without ﬁghting, and after .doi'n.g homagé to the Hmdu

* Worships at the Hinduelwine  8hrine at Poldhar and to the Muhamma
n:, ]l’nkhtnrv mfu] the Mubam. Ajmir Gaj Siugh came home. The nadc?::o a;t;
madan nt 4 . av .‘ . ’

5 Jml‘ v ‘ (\v.x\gnoﬂ.'e;mg) presents, &e., interchanged on the
oceasions of the two chiefs coming in contact ave detailed in the kiydnt, but
1t can serve no useful purpose 10 specify them in full. - ST

This year, Bhadon Bdd 13th, Sambat 1809, Bakht Singh died to the great
grief of Gaj Singh, who at once recognised his son

ez #k St e o oye "
Death of Dukht Singh and Bijai Singh as his successor. The death was fol-

aeeession of Bijai Singh,

Mahtss recover office. lowed by a marriage between Gaj Singl’s son and

a Shekhdwat lady, in arranging which the -Maht4 . -

ﬁgurtcst, m:{l pelx)'hng;; in Fonscqucnce of it recovered the office of diwén on pay-
meut bo the Darbir of two Iikhs of rupees. The diwdn’s pay was fixed at
Rs. 14,000 2 year and perguisites, ! ' Y b

At this time one Sobhd Kumhér and Devi Siinfir gave information regard-

Distovery of n coppwr mine ing the existenee of o copper mine near Bidésar,
near H'fd“ﬂfm which laborers (belddrs) were sent to work, with,
I believe, no great result ; at least, the mine is now neglected. *

The next incident recorded is the presentation to the Mah4rgjd by Chéran

Gopinuth Gddan of a work called the “ Granth
R4j,” for which he received Rs. 2,000 in cash, a
female clephant, two horses, a “sirpdo” - (suit of
clothes), and a pearl necklace, considered the equivalent of a “ldkh pusio.” -

Precentation to the Mahfrdja
of a poewn, thu *“ Grunth R4j.”

The revenue of the Punid pargana (that of Réjgarh) is mentioned as

Rovenue of Réjgarh in Sam.  Yielding Rs. 55,000 at this period, Sambat 1809 ;
bat 1509 and Hissdr uncontrollable from Dehli was assigned
Hissdr nesigned to Bikénir by to Bikdnir by the emperor and occupied by Mahtd

the cmperor. Balkhtdwar Singh, who, however, was soon sent to

Debli to aid the emperor against the rebellious Wazir Manstr Ali Khén..

He was received with distinetion in Kétik Sambat 1809 (1752, admitted to
the presence,* and received for his master amansab -
of Rs. 7,000, together with a magnificent  khillab.”

A Bikénir force goes to Dehli
under Bakbhitiwar Singh.

Title econferred on the riji  The Maharajd received the title ““ Sri R4j Rijeswar -

and on the mahtd. Mahdrdja Dhirdj Mahdrdjd Siroman Gaj Singh,”

and this was engraved on the r4) seal. To the- Mahdriji’s eldest son a -

mansab of Rs. 4,000 was granted, and Mahté Bakhtfwar Singh was created a
Riio and received an appropriate khillat. Khillats were also bestowed upon’
the other Bfldnfr officers, At Hissir, when the Mahdrdjd came, a grand darbér

. v, ras held Lo receive the imperial gifts and honors in -
The imperial gifts to Bikdnir. g0 e, " An elephant with hugé tusks is men-.

tioned in the “kiyént” as the most remarkable of the presents, and the sapad

of the mansab is transeribed in full, co _
A Jodhpir force of 50,000 was associated . with that of Bikénir at Hissdr,
“and_ the rebellion of Mansdr Alf allied with the

A Jodhpur foree with that of Jat Sﬁraj Mal is stated to have beenﬂsuppressed,'

Bikintr in Hissér. - though the Réthor troops at Hissdr, do not appear
to have béen actively engaged against them.

re summoned to Jo 102
onee more 2 had -appeared with a Marhatta force. Gaj Singh

. Gaj Singh goes “g“i“ to the parched at once, togethc-}zr “]ithv 4,000 of ’t’he Jodh- -
nid of his Marwarally. - . pir body-guard . (* choki n1be§ or kbass , which R

. # He presented 101 (-gold-mvohurs on bei];llf of the Mnbziréjé and 11 “on his own, ’f"d eaich

sardar gave one.” .

When at Hissér Gaj Singh was -
dhpir to assist in resisting Rém Singh, who-again -
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" note were with the Mahdrijf’s
. Dwirkdni banié were left behind,
: . + ordered to join the Mahfrdjs at
Nigor with a force from Bfk4nir. Gaj Singh pro-

Gaj Smgh meets Dijai Singh,

e ava of Dbt Siagh. geeded, to, Mertif, where at the suggedtion of 2
&) t - - . ;
father &~ . ! ' . : ~ -
that E. H :

territory.  But Bijai besought bim to wait till the danger to Jodbpdr from
Rém Singh’s Marhatta host was overpast, promising that Hissér should be
re-ocenpied afterwards by their united forces. Accordingly Gaj Singh with-
drew his garrison and established it within present Bikén(r limits, where it
took “ peshkash ” from the Suirin pargana of Hissér and destroyed the con-
tumacions J&t village of Méndlot. The Bikénir chief had remained six
months at Mertif, during which the daughter of the Sirohi Rfo came (dola)
to be married to him. At length the Marhatta host approached, the Mertids
in the van. Gaj Sinch, who had increased his force to the ulmost (and
amongst his allies had Kdémydb Khhn KAimkhani, ex-Nawhb of Fatahpir in
Shekhfiwatf) mustered but 40,000; Byai Singh had 70,000 and their ally
BahAdur Singh, Chief of Kishangarh, had 5,000 total 115,000 ; while Rim
y Singh’s forces and allies were more than double
Great attle gt Jugwoara  that number, The armies came into collision at
octone 'RV Gangarara, and after three attacks the invaders fell
back seven kos to villige Chorfisan. The Mérwsir
thékurs then urged Bijai Singh to force a general action; as success, they
thought, was certain.
Accordingly Asoj Sid 13 the battle was fought. “ Who shall de'sc‘ribe the

Bildch, whom, however, ™~ & .

Jodbiptir and Nagor beseiged | R = . e L
by Ram Singh and the Mar- . . . - .
hattas. camped outside the besieging force. It is not
necessary to detail the “kiydnt’s” account of the failure of the envoy’s
negotiations, the murder of Appd Sdhib by Bijai Singh’s assassins, the
elaughter of the Udepir envoy by the Marhattas who suspected him of
having caused their leader’s death: all this is to be found in Colonel Tod’s
annals. At length Médbo Singh, Réjs of Jaipir, resolved to join Bfkfinir
and to assist Bijai Singh. Maht4 Bakhtéwar Singh was sent with the
Bikdnir force, which joined the Jaipdr detachment at Didwfnf. But there
they were kept in check by a body of Marhattas, and the siege was not
raised; it continued for fousteen months, when_ »Ilijai S-inglx was ux:gcd by his

Lbe POSL Ol Lhe RLISSAT DUIUEL, WS ULLAChEU DYy 1
& v T pergla

followers . oh the
Jines of - relief
) with

BjaiSing o =" . .. d
aid from Brnaus vt cuscwutie wd in

thirty.six hours wasat T om Kétik .
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Sdd 4, Sambat 1811, the news reached BiltAnfr and am 1 ari ng s wére -
_at once made for the comfort and honorable reception 'og %%giati:ﬁgn gl;és sz;: .-
prowded'mth nothing but cold food (sirdoni). After the “"pesh'\‘véi >’ and
the feasting, distribution of food to Ffollowers, and visits to temples, . Ch4ran
. Gopindth, before mentioned as a literary character, was sent 4o ’Deshﬁuk &
to consult Karnfji with respect to Bijai Singh’s -
‘ _ ~_ prospects. His naive prayer was as follows :— -
o Mother! if thou will restore Jodhpir to Bijai Singh, he will restore to thee
those forty-two villages of “sésan” (religious grant) in - Ndgor which Bakht
Singh, h1§ father, confiscated, and he will lay the deed of gr;nt' at thy feet.” -~
Having thus prayed, the Ch4ran observed an omen by means of graing
. of corn. The practice is to throw down a quantity promiscuously and” then

Aid of Karnijf besought.

Karnjf propitious. to count them; if the number proves odd, the
The i . omen-is propitious;-if even, the contrary. On this ~
e chiefs go to Juipfir. occasion the mother manifested her favor through’

the grains (zgkho).. The two chiefs then resolved to go to Jaipdr, and if.
possible, obtain aid from R4j4 M4dho Singh. S e

All the entertainments and civilities they met with on their way to Jaipdr,
and the particulars of their reception, are recorded ‘in the “kiyant,” but are -
not worth defailing. , : o

‘When they were visiting the Jaipdr chief in his palace, R4ji4 Gopél Singh, -

Mention of Gopél Singh. th the. famous chief of Kamulie was announced.- The
famons ehiof of Tarantt o . Réjs advanced to meet him, and he was.con-
ducted to a seat in front of the other chiefs in
order that he should not have to sit below any of them. M4dho Singh then .
Entertainment . . took all his guests to worship at Govind Deo’s

ntertainments at Jaiptir, . . . - , o ,

, temple in' a beautiful -garden, where they saw
fountains play and afterwards there were elephant and buffalo fights, On -
another day M4dho Singh exhibited a palace he was .building; then the
Bundi R4j4 arrived at Jaipir, and a son ‘was born to Médho Singh, both of -
which -events entailed visits, offering of presents, and postponement of the
business which filled the Réthor visitors with anxiety. Gaj Singh at length- -
took an opportunity, while remarking on the splendor of their reception, of
drawing attention to Bijai Singh’s anxiety about his besieged fort. - Bub the” |
Jaipdr chief .showed no disposition to discuss matbers seriously, and the

~ two suppliant R4jés at last lost patience and Mahtd Bhfm Singh ‘and others
were sent to press for a decided answer as to- whether ‘Jaipir would give aid
or not. One Harihar, a Bengilf, and a prominent character at Jaipur, replied .
S ) on behalf of Mah4rdjda Madho Singh, that two
. . Midho Singh, Rajd of Juiplr, 5065 would- not cover the cost of a horse and
- indisposed to help Bijai Singh. man, that if he aided Bijai Singh he would have
to fight the Dakhanfs afterwards, and that his expenses would not be undér
a “karor” and this sum wmust be paid by .Bijai Singh beforehand. On
receiving this reply Gaj Singh and Bijai Singh resolved to waste no more time.* -
at Jaipdr, and they went to ‘take.leave of their host. After their reception
R4j4 Méadho took Gaj Singh aside, and after dwelling upon the long friendship.
which had existed between the houses of Jaipif and Bikénir and his'desire

S " to restore to Bikanir the:eighty-four villages.-of
Trénchery of the Jaipir chief.  pj ;1047 which Ajit Singh of Jodhpir had annexed,

proposed ‘that Bijai Singh should be confined or killed. Gaj Smghrrep}éfd “
that he could not play Bijai Singh false and held to his resolution, notwit 1}; .
standing .all ‘that the Jaipir chief could urge. Even vaen Ma.dho Smg‘t‘

pressed him to stay at Jaipur to arrange a marriage, ~G§J Singh §ald‘he must -

v






", Submission of thikurs and

-

years to build.  Vidyadhar received the title of « Biswa Karma” (the narae-of

the architeet of the gods), a designation Gaj Singh (ﬁ%lﬁitlmgesegegn?%ig :
came the _Gapgor festival (Che‘q ‘Sud 3) » and the two chiefs went ;cogethér ‘
}gn s&zd fair licld on that oceasion, and a serie,s" ‘of‘ uéu:;l“entertainn;ents

On Jaith Sud 11 Gaj Singh contracted a ‘second marriage : the lady- ’
Phal _Kam', daugh.ter of the Thékur of Jhildy4; Madho S%rngh agaiﬁyt‘::1§
part in the wedding., Before he left Jaipir the Mah4r4jé visited the tempies[

; 4 ok p . .
of Sallh Devi at Amer and' Gokélnith, &c., received congratulations. from
the vakils of Surfjmal, the famous J4t, and exchanged visits with R4ja Gopdl -
of Karauli, . . . - N o

On Lis way back to glika{lfrﬁﬁwhich he reached in the middle of Asoj;

e Mabdrdji got a boundary - dispute with the’

Return to Bikinr. Shekhiwats settled, and desﬁ’rgryed‘ Ehefvillage and
wells of Sadéin belonging to the chaudhrf of the Puniy4 J4ts as he had been
plundering the ryots. When Gaj Siiigh entered the fort his sister performed
the rite of “ arati,”# : , i

The year Gaj Singh was at Jaipir (Sambat 1812) was one of great
famine, and the Mah4r4js sent Maht4 Bhim Singh
with two other officials to Bikénit to arrange for -
a daily distribution of food (sadé bart) ; -the city wall (shahr pansh) -too was
built this year, and must have employed many people; it altered the site of
the main gate, which hitherto had been near the Bakhtdwar Ségar well. An-
other work of Gaj Singl’s was the  Phdl Mahal”’ or flower palace at Bikénir,
whiclh- was built by a Jaipdr architeet (kdrigar) sént for by the Mahdrdjs.
After the visit to Jaipir the Bidawats, who up-«to.
that time had paid but a loose allegiance, began
to serve Gaj Singh, and other refractory thikurs
and the grandsons of the Johiyd Mal4é before-mentioned had to present
¢ peshkash.” , o _

In Sambat 1813, Réo Bakhtdwar Singh was supplanted in the diwéngi’
by Maht4 Pirthi Singh, and a force under one of the
Mahths was sent against the Sikhs who - were plun-.
dering in the Nohar pargana. . Another force, assisted by Shekhdwat Nawal

. .. Singh, the founder of Nawalgarh in Shekhawati,

. Nawal Singh Shekbwat aids "ot against Bahddrn, the thikur of ‘which,
in the reduction of Babadran. g 01 ginoh Tiad to yield ; but frightened by omens Lie
refused to come to do homage, and all the force which could be mustered was led
against him by the Mah4r4j4 in person. The chief stand was made by one of Lgl, _
Singl’s forts, Dungarénd, which was bombarded and then gssaulted by the Darbér
troops. It is worth noticing that the most prominent of”the Bilcénir stormers -
i ; were o Maht4 of a banié caste, a-kayath or writer,

A banii, a kayath, and a - e : °
cunuch prominent in the as- and a eunuch, mone of ‘whom“one, would expect
sault of a fort. : to find assaulting a fort. The She’k]}éwat a}hes
seem to have fought well, and Nawal Singh brought to the Mahdrdj4 the liead
of the Dungarin thékur, whose people were nearly all ]nllgd. Large'stores
of grain were taken to.another village, and L\ﬁl Sm’gh?at;lgpg’ch submitted ang
was presented by Nawal-Singh Shekhdwat to the Mahara,]a;‘ whom he C?,He A

L J _his master and god and by whom he was forgiven.

Réwatsar attacked, - . Rawteny was next attacked and'a “peshkash” of

Rs. 25,000 levied through Shekhdwat Nawal Singh, who had now obtained

Famine in Bikinir; relief works.

Johiyds.

Chauges of officials.

, # A Jotd with cotton tied fqnna.ﬂwlt is waved round the head of = returncd bride_grool?l by’ B

** female relation, who receives money in the lotd (Rs. 250 on this ocpusion?.
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exchange of turbans between the Midn’s son 'a‘r'l'd i{ﬁj Singh, son of Gaj

Singh. It appears that Gaj Singh and’ the Misn had i " ex
turbans, as also had their réspect;bive {athers in Sambas 11’;1;5;7.10“51.)" exc,hm'l?ed

- The Bhattis and Johiy4s to the north were troublesome in 1816 and 1817
o : Hassan Mubammad, a Bhat{ leader, took Bhatuer.
Si‘ghgttlennd Jotliiy{tsﬂnggres- but soon yielded. One Didd seized Antipgarh,

‘e in the north; v ihirds ] i v 7

* checked by Bikﬁnirtroopls?g\idncrg and -the N[ahdl-é‘]é sent 2 f[f)m?’ accompaqu by
Uy & Jodhphr and Lattf con. CODlINgent from Jodhpir, against the agoressors.
tingont. Mién Ghilim of Latt{ above-mentioned likewise

gave aid. '

Antipgarh was soon recovered, and Maujgarh was also taken by assault,
A Johiy4 of rank, Hanyo by name, was taken prisoner and brought to Bil4nfr
where the Mabdrfjd treated him with distinetion and gave him the J dimalsal
estate, but he was compelled to reside at Bfkénir until some time after, when
the Johiyfs began to accept service, h -

In Sambat 1818 the Pdgal Réo for murdering his “ kimd4r ” was ousted

in favor of his son, who however had to. pay

P}"%”:&"?d Réwatsar thikurs ¢ peshleash’’ for it,and in Sambat 1819 the Mahd-
{)’gg‘s ted for murder and rob-  peiq tool the field against the Rawat of Réwatsar,
.whom he compelled to restore the goods he had

plundered and to pay a ¢ peshkash.” o
In Bhéidon Sambat 1820 the Mahtd Bakhtdwar Singh was removed
from the diwédni, which on the Janam .Ashtmi
was conferred on Sahmal Chand, Bardiyd. = -

At this time 1t was discovered that the Dddd Pubras were building a
town at Bullar (ot far from Antipgarh), and that one Ikhtiyir Khén of the
same tribe had surprised Nohar Kot in Jaisalmir. Accordingly Sdh Miil
Chaud and the Thékur of Séndwa, Dhiraj Singh, were sent with 10,000 men to
Andpgarh, where the Dadd Putras and Johiyds with them came to negotiate.
The Bikdnir party insisted on the Johiyds evacuating Bullar, which the latter
held and which they begged they might be allowed to retain under “ pitta™ or
lease from the Bikinfr darbdr, and on condition that they paid . peshkash”
: and did service ; the discussion became warm, and

Bikgnir forces contending with gt Jength the Johiyds withdrew and resolved to
the Jobisds nnd Ddid Putras gt~ The darbér force despising its foe, which
meet Wth p zeverse. “was but 3,000 strong, was careless, and when early-
the next morning the Johiyds fell upon them, they .had to fly into the fort
with the loss of their leader Dhfraj Singh and others, who fell fighting,
besides some killed flying. Their camp was plundered, and the Johiyds re-
sumed the negotiations, dwelling on the moderation .of their former proposals
which they renewed. Sah Ml Chand presented a riding horse to the leading
Johiy4, had an interview with him, and accepted his terms. -

In Sambat 1821 the cocoanut of betrothal was sent on-the part o

L " -@aj Singh’s daughter to‘the son of Madho Singh

Gaj Singl’s dnughter betroth-  of “Jaipur, * This jear the Sringot thékurs .and

ed to son of the Juipur chiel: . ok Sveve disorderly, and had only half submitted
. when “the execution of’ s’ refugee murderer whom

they had surrendered to the darbir excited- their
‘ * anger ard they again‘rose. The Johiyds at Bullar,
. Johiyds behave better, " however, behaved better, for they this year sent a
“nazar of Rs. 9,000 and'begged and recéived forgiveness for what-had- oceurred
the year before. . ’ Co

Changes of officials,

Sriué‘ot _thékurs resent the
gxecutidn of a murderer.
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Singh came to Devi Ségar & s fic T L '
. gar tank, a kos from Bflén{r Y i oy
Partéb Singh of Mécherf the encz;mped at the an‘iuus’étf 1.nfet-, f:he party, which
chief thikue with the marringe  thilkur with the young R Thlf pmoipel
e Partdh - Singh b Was the famous
ﬁlyarﬁtate, who had recently distinguis}?gd %ﬁlsl:llf%’inﬂ;siéfoundgrb (;;il'the
dondd. Rt ) great battle of
The importance attached to th il ingi e
is i.ﬁglstrated by the faot. of theo b lfi ;;,?1%5{?"1:?1 1131(_31dents on these occasions -
visit to the temples, Pixthi Singh, who was a. o 1(}:;)11;1 ing that on the customary -
in the Mahéréjis lop and broks bis pourl mecklace. Gy Simat, ochrmyg oP
two Bréhmans, ‘performed the usgal nif&iaagcee' eeG(alJ e (linsl? S
composed the song (banr4 i y ceremony, and he- himself -
still sung in Bfké Eir( anrd) sung in honor of the bridegroom, which song is -
" The bride’s dowry consisted<of 1 ele o L
gxlen’cs worth a lékh of rupees, and clothese (;ghg{;i)igio};wseis‘iléﬁﬁfﬁhs Ort? a;‘
e marriage Jak . . ' tion. - LThe whole cost of -
N hﬁ;f f&?’r lakhs. As representing @he family of the bride’s mother, -
ng ekhawat gave wedding presents to the value of R
Rs. 4,000 were presented by the Champdwats of Jodhpir mg R 5.25506%00;'. '
gilsgling%ﬂ}.{’ ,AmOIll)g 1flshe guests -was Midn' Ghulam lc)»‘.' ‘f,l'_;ltti ziils(i éoré“}g
ngh of Kidsar, both of whom have b r tione .
received from Gaj’Singh a ldkh of rupees (E%i)?lggzdﬁsmgg t(;?)l(l)edw;ré eC 131%133 :
buted by Jaipdr. The bride unfortunately died shortly after -th arriage,
when Gaj Singh was at Néthdwzs. v atien the marmage,
After the marriage Bijai Singh of Jodhpir invited Gaj Singh'to ac-
Gaj Singh meets Bijai Singh company him to Nathdwaré, th i
of Jodhlpﬁr 11111!;1? bheu:ﬁieil': g(l)f Sri I?Krij;hn.* Thz U‘Z:é‘ia(‘)’nﬂﬁ’fill?ous t'empl'e o
Mewsr and Kishangarth at  Godwir taken by J 1 < € ’palgaqa of
Nithdwdrd. unde‘:’ad' en by od]&pur fl'%m 1%\Iawar was then -
;  d1scussion ‘Réna - ) 4y
expected to benefit by the mediation of (‘:}’aja%inglsl, Iﬁeeﬁooa?fogg l?ia:rng:r
come. After consulting Karnfji the Mahéréjé.setboﬁ' to NAthdwdrd, where
anxious to 1nﬁuepce. the affairs of Mewir, he remained four ménths’ Witbi :
him were the chiefs of Jodhpir and Kishangarh, and each of them ' g
. L garh, hem . presented
Rs. 4,000 to the shrine. Whilst there Gaj Singh had many discussions on
religion and history with the gos4n and Bijai Singh, whom he -astonished b
~ his learning. The goséin related to him the origin-of Bilba . Achdraj, 'thye' ‘
founder of the sect, of which N4thdward is the chief temple. Rénd f,&rsiji
from Udeptr joined the chiefs at Nithdwéri. The Réns-begged Gaj Singh -
. to help him t0 arrange his difficulties with his nobles and Bijai Singh. - Gaj
+Singh did his best to get Bijai toact in concert with him, but Bijai did not
wish the anarchy which then prevailed in Mewdr to cease, as.it. strengthened
his hold on Godw4r and both the Rénd and the Kishangath chief told Gaj Singh
St o o, 00 v sl b g B e
S ~ ' wird .in hopes
of prevailing with the Jodhpir chief. - Gaj Singh was convinced of the trgth
of this, but he resolved on a last effort to_induce Bijai .Singh to give up
Godwér, and with that object he arranged to visit the temple with-him, where -
. the Rénd by previous agreement also éame. Gaj Singh on meeting - Bijaiin *
_the presence of the Réng, again urged him to restore Godwdr, and when he .-
" failed the gosain of the temple told Bijai that it was -the comamand ~(Agy4)-
it }:ppéar's “from -T;a that the ocensiod ‘Wa; tho

o Thouglt not mentioned in the «kiyént,”
great ¢ Anakuta” festival. * For some remarks on the meeting of the Réjis and their offerings, .

~ vide Tod, Vol. I, page.547. .
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Death of Rfio Bakhtg and was s .
gl S Singh,asucens. - Sardp Singh seded in offie by Mahté Sardp Singh
' Jlugh had an enemy in one S4nw L
Mahtg b 1 Mahesti, 2 Kothfrf inwant Singh
Th;s\ t;ﬁig“zé‘c?ﬁ reports of matters. ab- Blﬂl:{i;l?;h:: Olgf’.hgmahﬁréjﬁ that the,
planned tl lostr ears of RAj Singh, who contradi 4 iSingh, at Deshnuk,
riding on p (C§(-li1c; ion of Séinwant Singh Onl: lcteq 1t, and -thenceforth
2 on r camel from the pal: v evemng the Kothdri
a Milf, one Bhini palace. to his home in t} 7 Tl was
s DN i, when horsemen attack . 1¢ city accompanied b
but at the city gate a horseman bl'c;lllg,t’”{lllct}‘tl(})“};:lr%lle Mo uged on the came{'
and alighting killed botﬁamel with a sword-cat,
. He 5 the Kothar{ and M4l
behind then cuf off the K o 1.
chind a comrade,~—for his own horse had e Kothért’s head and, mountin
they rﬁtu%}ca to Deshnulk. e had galloped off to the darbér stable,_g.
'The Mahirdjé thought S i ‘ L
mflf, wnd the * ohhatr ght ﬁrtwant had met, with his deserts, but he piti _
£ known as the  SAnwant Bhinf” pitied the
memory.  In Sambat 1838 Kanwar Réj Si n:ha“ han{” was built to their
was well received by Bijai Singh, with thon;] h went to Jodhpir, where he
to remain on the best of torme.  Tho follow! owever ‘Gaj Singh took care
{rien (}lmess to Bijai Singh, owing 1s an instance of R4j Singh’s -
t will be remembered that i i SR R » - ‘
abin Swfin Singh’s i PIRR VIR tY
Triendliness of Rdj Singh to of Bikénir, %he desc%ngagtm% %\1119 Sinklé kilddar.
Bijad Singh. St irigned with Bakht Singh a@?’ﬁﬁ’?‘seer: had
. “ pla . o & rdj 7" and
him had been lengued Gordl?nnnll'_])i’i hﬁq?glf:l%y t% hlfrin the Blcdny fort, With
two \'xllages from Bakht Sing, and in Bi'a,iWS'o lf’d to Négor and received
the Nfgor fort. He now PI?OPOSBd to 1;1 £ ml% s time the command of
to Gaj Singh if his old offences were pardoge?y H{ig‘or and its 555 villages
to BIJaI..S}nz‘{h, advising him'to have nothing to dls pefition (aj Singh sent
upon Bijai Singh sent for Gordhan Dds taxed hi 0 with such men; where-
his denial produced his “arzi” to Gaj Sineh gl with treachery, and on
in consideration of lis services in Bakhtasimh,oziever, he spared his life
the ’Juleb kot was finished and the same fzaf RI}}e. In Sambat 1842
Bikdnfr, Bijai Singh having made himself 1'E%P0nsiﬂilj «fsmﬁ‘_h returned fo
Return <Ani . was attended ¢ ot }S Sa'fet.y o He
' fo Bikfnir of RE o5, ed by Jodhpur employés. Gaj Singh
Singh. received him cordially, but‘\inducé}:i his ti? e
. . Sartén, Ajab, and Mokam, to sei h‘o’ Botha:
_as he was coming up a_ passaga (ndl) from a templ Se,!%ﬁt eir brother
made a prisoner. The Jodbpir attendants were violpex‘i% az;ra tﬁ:ewtis' fihi;n
fight, but th e s to
Rij Singh induces his other rebtum qmetﬁfy re;:“;i‘i d;}(;;;tlc.)ns from JOdhpur to-
g(;yglt‘o seize their brother R3]  Jo what he ﬁked with ‘gh er Wastit. gbertg to
igh, . " L A the son. 41 -Singh at
- this time was. i o (LekS
{rom Dehli was summoned to attend 0: zlllsux‘: ery ill, and 2 p.hysmm‘n (bidkin) |
The hékim caused the kanwar to’ spit into a < '. i "
he saw that the phl T T hene 14 do vessel of water, and when .
omediately t; Il))eh(lag m sunk, }H{,smd he could do_nothmgjfor him, and returrned‘
The Mahirfji also fell ill ‘.s'(')on_ after, and feeling his end‘aéproa.cﬁihg'he
Death of G Singh. :sl_exgz gorﬁnaj Sfixllgh and told him that he had.in -
"  anticipation of his own :ous for hi
return to Bikanfr. He then enoni)ned him nz)ls t%wgugieszﬁﬂ;ﬁzeg?ozﬁ: 391;'5 'f'bl Ifnz
had happened, and summoning . all ‘his officials, he mad th e formall
" to R4 Singh. Gaj Si : als, de them over formally .
o haj Singh. L3 ingh died Chet Sud 6, Sambat 1844 (A. D. 1788) - -

Murder,
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movements by driving some thousands of buffaloes before therm, Supplies and -
reinforcements having been obtained, the Mah4réjé resolved to fight, A
Deshnuks Chéran inspired by Karniji prophesied victory, and bhaving sacrificed.
~one of the water-carrying buffaloes, the Réthors engaged the Bhatis, whom
they defeated with great loss. The Mahéréjs fortified Ddmbl, the place .
where the action had taken place, and called the stronghold Fatahgarh. It
was, however, unable to resist the famous George
Thomas of Hiss4r, who allied with the Bb4tis and
accompanied by the Thékurs of Bula and Magluna in Sfkar took it. Soon .
after, however, it was recovered by a sudden assault led by Réwat Bahidar
Singh and others, who effected an entrance and compelled the garrison to
submit with grass in their mouths. Thénds were then established at Tibi
(granted to Bikénfr by British Government for sérvicesin the mutinies) and
another place. '

In Sambat 1858 the darbdr engaged in a-war to obtain the chain of
forts in the desert on the Mult4n and Delhf route,
of which chain its own fort of Antipgarh was one ‘-
link. Maujgarh, on the present route between
Bikénir and Bhawalpur, had been held by one Khud4 Bakhsh Déddputra, who
expelled from Maujgarh by his chief B4wal Khén, fled to the Mahdrj4 of
Bikénir, and asked for redress, promising that if restored, Bikénfr should_ be
left in possession of the strongholds between Antipgarh and Maujgarh, namely, -
Balar, Philro, Mirgarh, Jamgarh, and M4rod (all marked in S‘ﬁamford’s map-of
India). A force of 25,000 men under Maht4, Mangni, Ramjf, and others pro-
ceeded vid Amipgarh to the attack of Balar. The force was not,: it WOill(}
seem, accompanied by any thdkurs of note. Balar was surrel}deyed on Khidd -
Bakhsh’s promise of sifety to the garrison after a ten 'days siegee. It was
re-named Siogarh and garrisoned. The force then passed on to Phiilro, which |
held out seven days. Thence (Chet Sud Sambat 1869) to Mirgarh, the siege of .
which lasted fifteen days, and was carried by assault on the sixteenth with a loss
of 400 men. M4rod was abandoned by the enemy before the Bflédnir force
could reach ib. Manjgarh was likewise vacated by the enemy and placed in the
hands of Khudd Bakhsh. The army proceeded thence to the Sutlaj, ,and after
plundering it marched upon Bhéwalpur. By this time, bowever, Khudé Bakhsh
bad become reconciled with Béwal Khan, who agreed to leave him in possession
of half the territory, and persuaded him to break. his connection with th%
¢land seizing Rathors;” so the Bikénir forcg was dismissed with two likhs o
rupees, partly in cash, and it returned to Blk{mxr.‘. o
In Sambat 1859 the darbr secretly commissioned Réi Singh Tejsiot of
* . village Menfsar, and another Thékur, named Ajit
Khfingarh on Sindh border i), 4o take by stratagem the fort of Khéngarh-
foken. on the Sindh border, which was reputed to contain
greab treasure. The Thékur of Addni joined them, and the three Wﬂlah ngf%r}llyr
“-of 300 men left Bikénir territory under the pretence of a qu,a‘rreé mF n;a
darbér, and they began to make raids into Bikénir from ~l\Ia(tlwi 1(')0 0 rzes ‘
theuce they suddenly went to Khdngarh, where they encaﬁpes L h'ig? o
from thie fort, and gave out that they were on their way to the mf 9\{ I r;vér
whom Khéngarh belonged, and that they were.the ~follq}\{lerzho ‘ah; fd s
Rathor of rank who was known to be on intimate terms wib ! e e ne e
the fort commandant furnished the party mth supplies, and ,}al(')ms _g;v L
interview. with' Ajit Singh. Close to the forl gate Weyg.barz‘lasi f‘]ﬂ? N .
at the time of the commandant’s visit to the,Bxkamr'camp‘? fifty of the ik

ke crmrd AT mraddnne af makino nrrehases.

George Thomns.

War with DéGdpotras, and
capture of forts,
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surrender of the fort, but ‘as:the sardfrs would not agree to place the state-
“under Jaipur during the minority of Dhonkal - Singh, and as Sdrat Singh
refused to solve {he difficulty by sanctioning the murder 'of the sarddrs, .
nothing could he arranged, and the siege was abandoned by the chiefs of .
Jaipur and Bikénfr, who went home, leaving Jodhpur to settle its own quarrels. -
It is not necessary to transeribe from the Kiydnt the detail of the atrocities
. . which followed, and which “resulted in Bikénir's
fm&%}?‘l{h o nsion of Bilénir abandoning the. Mrwér territory which it held,
o and the march into Bik4nir of 80,000 men under
Mén Singh, Sambat 1865. A force from Sindh, too, joined the Jodhpur
army, and a body of marauders, headed by a Musalmén, invaded Bikénir from
Shekhéwati. The invaders were not unopposed. In Philod{ Parohit Gidnjt
gained a success, and by his skill and courage Amar Chand, the conqueror of
Bhatnér, with some thékurs, checked the advance of the main Mérwar army’ -
at the [rontier; and then retreated léisurely on Bikénfr. - :
The subsequent siege of the Bikdnir fort was very feeble, the Jodhpur
commander, Indrdj, in possession of Gajner, was one of the sarddrs whom
Mabdréjs Sirat Singh had refused to see murdered when they came to
treat during the late siege of the Jodhpur fort, .and feeling grateful to .
the Mahdrdji, he maintained a correspondence with him: He was super-
seded for his apathy by one Kalidn Mal, who in passing through Deshnuk
insulted Karnfji, telling her to make haste and save Bfkénir. - Consequently R
Kalidn Mal before he had relieved Indrdj was taken prisoner by the enter-
prising Amar Chand, together with a Deshm’lk “ Seth,” Sadal Dada, of
Deshnuk, who after a quarrel with the Bikénfr Darbér was faking his.
family and property to Jodhpur. Kalién Mal- had to put grass in his mouth, |
but he was generously released by the Mahdrdjs, and refurned disgraced 30
his master, who did not remove Indréj from his command. Avproposa.l_ma e
by a thikur to call in Bhétfs and Johiyds to drive off the ’Jodhpu}‘ m('lmy:
was rejected, and terms were made with Jodhpur by which Bfkénfr ;ulggn er(i
ed the Philodf villages and the Daddputya forts taken in Sambat QlS' S-B ik’jnil
paid an indemnity of Rs. 300,000. Whilst the Jodhpuris were befo1§,. antr,, .
‘Passngo of Mr. Eiphinstone MT- Blphinstone, the Brifish envoy %n (1‘skxyay£2
through Bikénir, en ronfe to Kébul, passed through Bikénir.. T eh h 1?ran -
Kdbul. gives a list of his party, and merntions that he \g/as -
treated with great deference by the Mahdrdjd, who, Mr. Eiphmsﬁ«lz’ne gtates; ~
offered him the keys of the fort in token of his s\ubordlnafnon to the . 'uz ‘
sovernment. : S
Gov i; Iémnbats 1866, 1867, 1869, and 1870, Amar Chand wasi;ls)rt_)%ﬁx}]iﬁ 101;.
punishing refractory thékurs. He realised a heavy fine on the 1hd i of
4, i -in- dered Stirajgarh in Shekhdwati., .He took .
Saranbd, and- bis brother-in la.w plun 1;3 ed S l;]:h Bidéwnt of Mondsan, who
Services of Ammr Chand. g{izoggaugﬁad by m%er of the darbdr.. He}-lklll?d‘ .
all but one of a garrison of more than 300 Bhatis afi Dh.iljdz;n neﬁz 1133 dat)tézlr: :
He took prisoner after gi\lrgagaxltgging i‘hgfdzji%’ gg;tgli)nEilngan‘ﬁ’édhréﬁ,——ﬁ”' |
ousted from Bukarkho, Nébar Sing o <1, o2 tho contrary, the
Bhilar of ot anaohtanding o st e o, B, <L (10
DMurders. e sustifiable,~and the public condemnation -
sidered unjustifiable, Dona) Atnar.
£ it - .s d and rendered ’.permanehtsby a,}‘hyme (Doha). 1 an
Chands oes ecre"mucli appreciated by Strat Singh, Wh({"ac,cel?te \ atn \
S;;;?&lsll;eg&cgst Xmar Chand’s house, where there were sm"cy- lglpds gt ‘_Sﬂ‘lee T
meaf. ‘ - :
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In Sambat'1870 the two Chiefs of Bfkéinfr and Jodhpur became friends,
: a Giird,- Aishjf by name, having acted as peaces,
Chl;c““‘”m:t‘“b Jodbpur. The poler Letweon them.  Strat Smrvh agreed to
meet Mén Singh at Nfgor, and on “his way visited
Karnfj{’s temple, walking on foot through “the suerundm" wood.
At Négor a dlﬁicn]ty occurred, owing to Mén Sm"b s objecting to meet
Sirat Singh on terms of perfect cqunhty. At Ien"th Aishjf overcame the
difficalty by thnt the Mabédrdjds should
boe‘g:‘“?:x: sbout preeedenca i oiipor “of them sib on a cushion, which was to be
. occupicd by the « Gérd” alone, while the chiefs sat
wab foaliahfN Avntloc omomad ohapgeter having to occupy a seat lower
oL - .y tying up his head during the darbir,
. kindness, and canzed them t0 eat
lof'cther. Au mtemcw between the ) \Iahémjé and R Répd Lachte=en Singh
of Sikar ocourred the same year st Ratangarh. The forted Diplissr was
destroyed, and its gates sent to Karnfji’s temple at Deshnuk.
In Bhidon, Sambat 1871, Amar Chand was sent to itk (LTU‘L"L e
ThaLnr nf which, Seoﬁ Smph, v, M~u
<«

Amar Chand takes Churn.

and shortly nfter I\[:mrrsu- Snmbnt lb71 Chtird surrendert “ard: Senf
73 @feat of Rhetri’s pmuite afl o
b © Dbestowed ¢z :m..rC'Trmu.:.:- e

..*,ond theo e

and resided in the captured forb.” Amar Ch:md’s SErTIRa YR
He was first fined alékh of rupces, and early i
charge of intriguing with Nawfib Amir Khin. 2!
cusers were o Parhfr, a * Khawhs,” the R
Though the charee e
renlly a devated eomm

Cruel  execntion  of Amnr
Chand,

to pay a fine of Rs. 8,00,000, his encmu:}-:mx“ ==
A long clnptcr of Mﬁrw(\r history then fohr
nmougsb other incidents, the murder of 2k rre rdr e, o7 5 zar,
Indréj and Gudrd Aishji or Deonathji.
In Sambat 1872 " Pirthw{ Singh, Tido 270
Lhawats,:m
and s formidai:

Ll aeearlise

The Bikfnfr thikurs riso
sgaint their chief.

Birkél{ broke out, Johiyfs and Bhare
Sflar lent to it. The Bikinir mumie
one Bhomji as diwdin, levied Re. 20 61
the ThéKur of which called 7 iv e B
at Bahddrdn. Pirthwi Singh’s z
s dead on thoe field ; buta rafil . ge—
thé darbdr’s hilladér wae &

In Sambat 1878, Ami Tad =

Ineasion of Bixdnfe by sz
Klian, the Pindirf lender,

S Hidas ooan .

et gz



Ty
allied ‘with Pindfris were rénewed, and seveial took foicible - ssion of | .
their estates. Ainir'.K}ié}f ag:aiuf'éhtéred ‘thee‘lcz:)lm'ti(t?;r{, g(gtcgjlses}t)ﬁz;e::lg:us:fl o
g}i’;};ﬁgw;i?“?«t? Shck]ynvg’g, Whele he levfxed .a, ‘]é.lvd‘l/‘,’,f ;u'})eés from the
In Chdrii were 600 gosdfns in the darbdr servic
the town to one of the rebel thdkurs and 2 Pind4ui force, on promise of Rs. 4,000
and a villagein frec grant. The town was accordingly entered, but the Bikgafr
gﬁi}ce}‘, I&geghlﬁﬁj, refused to surrender, and was killed-in the market place, -
o o bhrav AR 0 r od 3 “da i’
fie (im]%t: 81;; .13) g;; 15';1;];? fort “asbom?)alded and surrendered in fqur@ays, Kah}g
The insurreetion had become so serious that the Maharaj resolved 4o ask
for British aid, and .accordingly he sent a vakil, -
Aojf, Kasu to Delhi, who negotiated a treaty with
y . the British Resident, Mr. Charles Metealf. = An
incorrect travslation of the treaty is given .in the kiy4nt, according to which-
it was particularly provided that the British Government was-to have nothing'" - -
to do with the * sarddrs” or thékurs. T
After the treaty had been concluded, British troops of the three arms -

Treaty with the British Gov-
ernment,

British troops enter Bikdnf : A2 . L \
and take m(mypfo}_ts_ A pied Tatidbdd and Hissdr, and marched upon

) ‘ Sidmlkh, which held out for ten days. “The Euro- -
pean regiment with the force then returned to Hissér, and the native troops .
alone took Jessino and Birkhéli. Dadrewd resisted for twelve days. " Chird, - .
approached vid Sirsilo and Balerogrijairi, was then attacked, and held out for
a month. Sulkanid and Nimbd were occupied by the British force, and Jeth
Singh Biddwat was ousted from Swjdngarh. Bahddrdn, which the Sikhs had
retained, was, as before related, taken possession of by the English, who soon
made over the fort to the darbér, but retained the
pargana for four years until the expenses of the
British force, which amounted to Rs. 75,525, were -
paid. The forts taken by the British and made over to the Bikénfr darbér -
were twelve in all. ‘ c L
In Sambat 1877, the Mah4rdji’s eldest son Ratan Singh, his brother Motj. -
Singh, the Réwal of Jaisalmir, and his relation
Mokam Singh, all married’ Mewér prineésses ab
Udepur. The details I omit. — . T
Tn Sambat 1878, Jawdnji Maldot of Bard was killed resisting the darbér,
and his estate confiscated. ' ‘ L "
In Sambat 1879 the Jaipur Mahdrdjd sent a thékur to ask in marnage a
Bikénfr princess, and the opportunity was taken by Surat Singh to intercede . .
_in behialf of Jellaf and for those whom the muiderer Shim' Singh of Busdohad .
robbed. ' ' g S
A discussion ab this time was going on regarding the villages, of Tibf,
P which Bilénir claimed as-part of Bhatnér, -but
The Tibf villages. which the British Government had bestowed on old.

British - Goverdment retains
possession of Bihddrin for a time,

Marriages.

e, who agreed to give up”

entered Bikdnir under General Alner. They occu-

: . 2 . . Lot . /71 T~
soldiers.. Bikédnir argued that it had a fair claim to Sirsd. and to Fatidbdd, .

but waived this. .Its right, however, to the Tibf villages was, it urged; un-
. doubted. However, they were not given up to Bilénir, and the -supposed” |
injustice of the decision is enlarged on in the kiyant, and the subject repeatedly -
recurred to.*¥ - o i . : ‘ . S

% Theséa viilngcs were in part bestowed on Bikinir in 1861, for services (}u;ibg -the mutinies
of 1857. . T . S
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In Sambat 1881, the Thfkur of Dadrewd and the Saledis established
themselves at BAbal within British territory, and
msﬁ‘r‘;‘g“h lt:zl:d::h" waragders 19 to be ousted Ly a British force, which pursued
the maranders, who took refuge in various Bikénfr

forts, eight of which were destroyed by the darbéir,

In Sambat 1884, Abfr Chand, asvakil on behalfl of the Mahdrdji, was
sent to Meernt to be ;n-eseut at Lord Amberst’s
darbér. A great “mnazar” from Bikéinir was pre-
sented, and “Kkhilit” rcccned, the detail of which is given in full.

In January A. D. 1828, Mr., Edward Trevelyan was sent to scttle the
claims of Bikénir to the Tibf villages, and to forty
villages adjoining Bahfdrén, which is called the
Beniwhl pargana, as belonging clncﬂy to Jits of that clan.

The decisions were unfavorable in both cases,

Mah4rdjd Sdrat Singh’s piety, as exhibited in his liberality to Brihmans,

Mabiriss plet is dwelt upon. “ They came from all parts, for the
abictj's piety. Mahéréj4’s fame spread to all parts, even to the sea.
The old memory of it ix still new green and ('ul] and will last for ages, ” Ho
gave a canopy which eost Rs. 10 00N ¢ Tq-nt? T‘"‘ e -
worship, fixing the 14th day of t - oo st
Chet for the gr:md “ pdjs,” and :
¢ piij4,” and he conferred benefits on the descendants of I\nrniji “An
Emperor could not attain to the Mah4rfjd’s grandeur.”
The Mahfr4jds officials were Nand Ll the store-kccpcr, nnd Sultin Clnnd

The Mabdrijisc

Chand was fit to 1
be paid lfkhs tot] . X o
the vakil with the Resident ot Delli. One Ml Chand and Zfhm Chand
Kochar, Achéraj Parsotam of the Hazdris and Gidnj{ of the Paribirs (de-
scendants of Belf)) were in high favor. The judicial officers were Partfb Mal,
Mahit4 Bishan Singh, Abhai Singh, Hukam Chand, Lakhm{ Chand.

Mah4rdjd Sdrat Singh died “Chet Sid 9, Sambat 1884, His cldest son,

Death of Sirat Singh. Ratan Singh, pcrl‘ormcd the funeral ccremonies.

Ratan Singh.

The kiyént from this point becomes more tediously minuto than before
m n.s rccord o£ evcnts :md I shall not attempt to

Governor General's darbir.

Bnundary cases,

Accession of Ratan Singh.

. T4otof it
Ratan Singh took hiss *  * - oo 6, Sambat 1895,
The “tilak” was, as usual, * - forchead by the

hcad of the Godéra J\Sts and afterwards Ly the
Thakurs of Mahéjan, R.mntsxr, Bid4sar, Bukarkho,
Jessiino, B4i, and Gopflpurd in succession,
Soon after the Mahdrijé’s accession, Bbfitis from Jaisalmfr carried off a
pumber of the darbéir's camels, and both setutes
Boundary fights and dacoities.  oont forees to their frontiers, Coll:swmo«umvl in
which Dikfnir gained no advantage, and on one ion nearly It » Mw{uﬁ
In A. D. 1829, Mr. George Clerk came to scttle in Shehbfiw otf + s
nffcchnf' Jaipur, Mérwfér, and Bikofr, 4he
dm"“"”‘" Clerk settles bor+ R}, Anfr agents gent to bim were Jlindd Al
or cases. (who alternards atfained to wuel power ju the
state), and one Hukam ‘Chand.

Placing the tilak.
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Hindd Mal pleased Mr. Clerk, who ‘induced the three states to engage’
n writing to. destroy “the forts of dacoits. ~Ap.
B cordingly, several in Bikénfr were destroved..
The same year Mahdjan was attacked, in consequence of thz; Thikn
Ban{ Sal’s persisting in maintaining a bod 'xo;
plunderers consisting of Béorfs; Johiyés, and of{ei's
. . . The Thekur fled to Tibi, and after three days his
Pardhéns,” Umrdwats, whose origin is told, page surrendered tly fort
and the Thakur’s heir, Amar Singh (now Thékur of Maixéjan) 1nto the1 %qr(x)rli
of the darbar. Soon after Bairf S41 himself ‘submitted, havinii first sti uiate;
that the Mahdrdjd should promise him pardon, and that the promisepshould '
be made at Deshnuk. The pardon was promised in the ‘mapner wished. bub
the Thékar bhad to pay a fine (peshkash) of Rs. 60,000, and -pardon in his
turn his servants, the UmrAwats, who had surrendered the fort and had served
the darbér_'. The Thékur and.-the Umriwats then went home, but Magh Sud 3
1886, Bairi S4l summoned the principal Umréwats, and treaeher:usly sle\\;
them to the number of twenty-four. He then fled, and a darbar force occupied
Mahéjan. I have particularised this event, as it still affects the  relations
of the darbar with Mah4jan. Bairi Sal received aid from Jaisalmir, and -
allied himself with the Rdo of Pdgal, the fort of which was ~provisionza‘d to
, resist the darbdr. The Resident at Delhi, - with
The Resident at Delhi warns Whom was Hindd Mal, sent chaprésis to warn the
the Thakars. sarddrs, but without effect. At the same time
‘ * a Banirot allied with Saledis and others of Shekh-
wati was plundering to the east. The Biddwats followed their. example, and
a separate body of Jaisalmirfs, besides those with Bairi 84l, ravaged the state
in the west. S
The British Government seeing the, state of affairs, ordered a.force from-
\ Nasirdb4d to Bikénir, and the date of its marching
A British force detailed for as actually fixed. But meanwhile the Mahdrdjd
duty in Bikdnfr, but does nob 3, Herson attacked Pdgal, which, after, Bairi SAl

Dacoits’ forts aésbioyed.

The Mahdjan Thakr gives
much frouble.

mareh. ' had fled, surrendered ; whereupon the British force.
was. countermanded. Pigal was bestowed on another Bhat{ named Sadil
Singh. o

, Soon after this, Part4b Singh of Bahddran made a sudﬂen attack on th.at .
fort, which was occupied by the darbr troops. It failed, and' the assailants
left their ladders behind ;- but a repetition of the occurrence has always been-

dreaded by the darbér. : ?) : .

- . In Sambat 18f7, Colonel Lockett’s visit to
Colone] Lockett’s visit to She-  Shokhgwati attracted attention, and a Bilkdnir
khdwatl , agent was senb to him. L
Tn Sambat- 1888, village Alwénd was re-named after the heir to the
- , © ¢ gadi” Mah#r4j Kanwar Sardar Singh, and a fort
Founding of Sardérgarh. founded there. Dacoity. continued as rife as ever,
and the British Government pressed the darbér to exert itself.. This year t]}e ,
. : .. -King of Delhi sent a Kharit4d” to the Mahardjd

Kharita from King of Delhi- 1,0 one “Jawaldprassd whom the Mahérdjd visited.
, Hener paid to King's pieture: g King of Delhi’s ‘picture- was _placed on a
cushion, and saluted by the Mah4r4jd, who then: 1‘eqqived a “khilit” from
the King, consisting of horses, nagérés, &e., and the title of Nare.rid’roASaw‘zﬁ.
~ ° . Immediately afterwards, the Mahdrijd conferred -

Hind§ Mal made Mabérdo. 41,0 "¢itle of Mahfrdo on Hindd Mal, his agent

" with the Resident at Delbi.
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. /
In Sambat 1885, the Thékurs of Dhundlod and Manddwar in Shebhawit{
Sabmission of Thikars of interceded with the Mahérdja for the rebel Bikdafr
Mabgjan, Bidfssr, and Chirnés, Thékurs of Mahdjan, Biddsar, and Chfrwis, who
came and did homage. They had to pay sixty,
fifty, and forty thousand rupees ““ peshkash,” respeetively.
The same year the Mahfrdjs wl;:nt to Hardwér to consig{x his flathcr's
i e visi ashes to the Ganges, On his return he, at Hissde,
Siabbrsjye siitto Hardmte. 0008 0 e release of Partdb Siugh of Babdrén,
whao, since his attack on that fort, had been a prisoner at Hissér.
In Sambat 1899, Thikur Bhéirat Singh of Gopilpurd and a Sikh Risfld4r
. in the service of the darbar were killed in pursuing
Loss in parsuit of plunderers.  the Lotsar Thathdota. and Bhojaldi, Thikurs of
Bikénfr, who plundered the country from Mérwar,
and carricd off prisoners. At this time raids from one state into the other
were constant, and the loss of property great.
Partib Singh of Babédran was again troubl He, with th ds of
o Syngh of Bihkd -wild characters, seized village Chdnn{ near Bahi-
mg:"“mf;:‘fde:. AR & drn, from whence he ravaged the whole border;
s - more than a bundred villages were plundered.  Séle.
dfs and Bhattis joined in the raids or plundered independently. The darbde
* forces attacked Ch4nni, and failed to take it by assault. The Thikur, how-
- ever, was starved out, and leaving his family at Ch4nnf be was permitted
to go into sauctuary at Deshnuk. Immediately
afterwards, on the Kiimbhéng estate being seques-
trated, the Thékur went into outlawry, and, aided by Sikbs, plundered in all
directions.
In Sambat 1891, the Mah4rdj4, at the request of the Governor General’s
y Agent, Colonel Alves, met im at Ratangarh
Establishment of the Shekb. ¢/, 10 ts for the t ity of the
wit{ brigade. o 4 7
border, and 1t was arranged that Bfhrotfds should
be pardoned; that Rs. 22,000 n year should be contnbuted by Bfk4nfc
towards the expenses of the Shekhéwht{ brigade to be stationed at Jhunjud,
in which a troop of a hundred Biddwats were to be lled. Sangrim Singh
of ?\gérwés was appointed Risfld4r of the troop, and Anji of Bhojoléi
Jamédar. i
Baisikh Sud 13, Sambat 1892, through the mediation of Mr. Trevelyan
5 . and another officer sent to settle the Bikdnfr and
Adjastmest  of  Jalsalmfr g, yoicalmfe boundary, the ehiefs of the two states
Loondary. A ) y : A
met fn 3 friendly manner, and cordial relations be-
tween the two efates were established. The same year the famous dacoit
- Stagh of Sik Diingar Singh of Sikar, who had carried off the
prebeniod, B O SR AF camels of a British force, was apprehended through
_ Thékur Mal of Lotsar, and the Mah4rij§ who bad
plmm'ucd the Thikur a village to capture Dingar Singh received the thacks of
the agent.
In Sambat 1893, after a grand inauguration (pratishtal of a mouument
Chatris st Devi Kond, + (chhatri) to his father at Devf Kund, and after
repairing the chhatris of his ancestors there, the
Mahérdjd setoff on & pilgrimage to Gyd with six thousand followers. A Britisls
officer sccompanied him, and Le met with muck
attention from the Dritish asuthoritis ou hie
journey. At Banfras the Mahdnijd made the circuit of the «ity, ped jrave
away much, the menit thus acquired nas (in the opision of the Kivfet wrter;

Qeneral disorder.

Dilgrimsge of Gya.
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the equivalent of -an éshumgdha,’: lof.‘horgle,sécriﬁé:e:, At i}jr'é'the» M‘ahér'éj; a
Oath against killing infant ade his:followers swear never to kill their- infant -

" daughters. ) N daughters.) o - . .
~ When re‘tur'qmg home, he was ihduced to visit Riwd, where his son Sarddr -
. Marrings ab Réwd. Singh - was ‘being ‘married. "I give no details of -

, _ ~ this or of ofher marriages of this period, as enough -
has already been told of the ceremonials., In ‘every case _tl?é author of t%e :
Kigdnt mentions whether the bride’s father was liberal or riot in the supplies -
provided for guests.and in his gifts to bards (“tydg ). - : ;

- P - , . 4 s o . b g -
The Mahardjd returned to Bikénir vid Alwar, the Mahdrdo of which was -

Return vid Alwar, anxfious to establish a cbrrespondence'with Bilsénir, =
_ ) which swas, however, declined as being a new thing. -
On' arrival at Bikénir, the Mah4r4js went to pay his -respects to Karnfji at .

Thékars reﬁ:iqd’ed at Deshnuk  Deshnulk, where he reminded his Rijpit followers . -
of their oath against infanticide. . (sarddrs)- of,-their oath at Gy4 not to kil their ..

daughters, and warned them that confiscation of ‘estate would be.the penalty

for breach of oath. - : 2 ' » L
Thékurs continued to plunder. Totsar seems to have been the place most

~ Planderers. Harnth Singh Nérnot of Mangrdsar the most. -
efficient officials employed in checking them. - Major Foster’s operations against

the depredators are repeatedly mentioned. . SR ‘
In A. D. 1837, Mr. Thoresby was sent to re-investigate the claim to the

Claim to villages of Sirsa villages in Sirs4 ; but the darbdr derived no benefit -

border. - from the decision. ’ ) P

In Sambat 1896; the Mahdrdjd went on a pilgrimage to Pokhar, near

Pilert to Pokhar, Ajmir, where he had friendly intercourse with the

grimage to Lokhar. R4j4 of Biind{. He afterwards acceptéd an invita- - -

Visit to and sports in Udepar. tion to Udepdr, where there was much shooting

" Marriage there. and boating ‘and feasting which it is not necessary -

to detail in full. The shooting was from a tower -and at pig- which came

when called to be fed. : ’ ' R
The Mahé4rdnd required the assistance of Hindd Mal,;:nzlg,o was with the - -
Mah4réja and who ‘seems to have had a reputation in Réjputéns, t’or arrange .

.- for him a visit to Gy4 and afterwards to Bikénir, where the Makéaréné was

to be married. Sarddr Singh, the Mahdrdj Kanwér of Bikénir, was married

at Udeptr to a Mewdr princess. S
'In Sambat 1896, a “ Raj, tilak tiko” (mission of congratulation)  was
' sent to Mahdrdja Khatak.Singh, who had taken

' Intercourse with Léhor.  * 0 cont on the cushion of Léhor;-and in Sam-

© Mahérdng Sardar Singh comes bat 1897 ‘Mahéréné Sardé:t‘ Singh: pf U’deipgl

to be married ab Biknir. visited Bfkénir, o be married to the Mahdriji’s
daughter. L :

'In'S§mbat 1898, ‘a boundary dispute between Lohsna of Bfkdnfr and

Boundary dispute with Jaipdr ‘Khiyalf of Jaipdr was finally settled b%hi\f[z&_]i(;l:

settled. ’ . TForster, who set up boundary pillars.
te had caused great-trouble. -« S DA L
P In Sahlbétg‘1899, the Mahér4j4 went to Dehli to meet the Govérnor-
D . General.. On his way he encamped at Reni, where
Chattrfs builb at Renf. 15" o1 dered  chhatris™ to be e;‘ect?\(}[ 11n’ If}gmgl;)s’ :
d Sineh and Téré Singh. ‘At Dehli the Mahdrdjd we
of, Mahiirfjé Ananc mg thz,ﬁked by Vtheg,. Governor General for sxlpp!y}ng -
_4wo. hundred camels for the K4bul éxpgdﬂ"‘"“‘ ,

-

\

Visit to Governor General at
Dehli. . T .

A

notorious for dacoits, and Hukam :Chand and -



. ()
In A, D. 1843, Iari Singh Biddwat plundered so outrageously thn£ the

Dacsits, .qttc‘n’t.xonmof ‘(io:'?mment _‘;ns:t,t.x;:“lcfﬂ,- nm,",l,;ﬁl.‘."
The same year there were = - . - H—
Tradesonte butweenSirefand - © & v LT -

Bhéwalpur. ‘ - . " e
sarfiis and minfirs built along the route; and much pressure was exerted, The
dues were, in consequence, reduced from nbout eight rupees a camel-load to
cight annas. A cart-load was fixed at one rapee, and buffaloe, bullock, mule,
and pony-loads, at 2 per cent. on value. Unladen animals wete to pay nothing.,
The Government was much pleased at the readiness of Bikéinir to comply, ard
Hindii Mal got great eredit for his share in the matter.
In Sambat 1901 (A. D. 1B44), the darbfir received a kharitd from
- . the Governor General’s Agent regarding the
onhé?ﬁlr‘::zd;e ::!"‘:‘:“’::‘22:;‘3 infanticide oceasioned by the expense of ,mam'ngcs,
expenditare. and in accordance with it Bikfnfr Chérans were
forbidden to go to swell the host of beggars at
marriages in other states, and regulations regarding cxpenditure at marriages
were issued by the darbfr, to the effect that expenditure was to be in pro-
portion to income, and persons without land (bhum) were not to spend
more than a hundred rupees, of which but ten rupees was to be in “tyfig”
or gifts to Chfirans.
The Bhéwalpir people from Phulrd are mentioned as aggressing on
_ Bikéinir in Sambat 1901, and the * partishta™ or
Bhiwalplr aggression.  jnauguration by the Mahdrdjd of the Chandan
Partishta, Sfigar and Gaj Sdgar wells are among the events

noted.
In Sambat 1902, some noted dacoits, Anji of Bhojoldi and Harf Singh
Bidfwat, were imprisoned in Bhatnér, the villages

Dacoita. At tarnvntatod and the

Condition of Bhatnér. | zed.
" and
rupees to cnable him to carry ndd
Mal, The same year four hundred Bhdwalpurfs, who had made a “ dhulkot”
at Tataif in BikAnir, were surrounded by Dip Siogh Ponwir, ard only escaped
with their lives by putting grass in their mouths. Other aggressions on the
part of Bhiwalpir took place.
In Sambat 1902, a boundary was settled with Jodhpir near Sujfingarh;
. the villages concerned were Tharde of Bikénir
and Kénpdr of Jodhpir; and an investigation
into the BhAwalpir and Bikéofr boundary dispute was begun by Captain
. Jackson and Mr. Cunningbam. In this latter
The Bhéwalple boundary esse. o Pikiinir £aid the boundary line ran by village
Dindf; the Bbfiwalpdr party, that it ran by village Sotar, The outbreak of
the first Sikh war interrapted the enquiry, and
Bikinir troops in conjunction with a force from
Sindh and the Shekhfwht{ brigade marched towards Fervzpir. The Bikdnfr
troops did not croesthe Sutlaj, but returned before the conclusion of the war
to Asabwdla. On the re-establishment of peace, rewards were, on the recom-
rmendation of Captain Jackson, given by the darbfr to the principal officers
with the force. Amongst them there were few Thikurs of note; but the
latter were represented by their ¢ Pardbfns,” 1 omit the list given in detail
in the “Kiyfnt.” Two guns, fully equipped, wete bestowed on Bikdnir

Boandary case with Jodbpér.

Sapport giventa st Sikhwar,
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ﬁhgﬂigu:vg}z?tk;lf:.an.rrfashume%hai’j q;:'%llorsg sacrifice. At Gj?é.t}{e Mahéréj4 -
dnughters.g : mg. infant 3::1 g?h ’Eéf‘-s.é' OWers swear gever‘ to k;ll.thgr mea‘nt:

| When returning home,vhp;was' inducégl to visit Riws, where his son Sard4r
. ﬁ;pgh; sy;as‘ 1_;lﬁemg; .married.'f I give no details . of-
, : s or of othier marriages of this period, as enough
1115237 fll:;endy been told of the " ceremonials. ' In év?ary case _tl?e author of: ’o%e
ydnt mentions wheth_er the bride’s father was liberal or not in the supplies .
provided for guests.and in his gifts to bards (“tydg ™).~ - .. ' .
The Mabérdjd returned to Bikénir vid Alwar, the Mah4rfo of which ‘was
anxious to establish a correspondence with Bfkénir,
o which was, however, declined as being a new thing.
On’ arrival at Bikdnir, the Mah4r4j4 went to pay his respects to Karnfjf at -
Thékurs reminded at Deshnuk ~ Deshnulk, where he reminded  his R4jpit followers
of their onth against infanticide. . (sard4rs) of, their oath ab Gya not to lkill their
daughters, and warned them that confiscation of estate would be the penalty
for breach of oath, : ’ ‘ .
Thékurs continued to plunder. Totsar seems to have been the place most
notorious for dacoits, and Hukam ‘Chand and
] Harnath Singh Nérpot of Mangrésar the most
efficient officials employed in checking them. - Major Foster’s - operations against
the depredators are repeatedly mentioned. T
In A, D. 1837, Mr. Thoresby was sent to re-investigate the claimi to the
Claim to villages of Sirsa villages in Sirs4 ; but the darbar derived no benefit
border. - from the decision. R e
In Sambat 1896; the Mah4r4jd went on a pilgrimage to Pokhar, near
Pilprimago to Pokl: Ajmir, where he had friendly. intercourse with the
1Erimage 1o Lokhar. R4j4 of Bindi. He afterwards accepted an invita-
Visit to and sports in Udopar. tion to Udeptr, where there was much shooting -
Marringe there. and boating 'and feasting which it is not necessary
to detail in full. The shooting was from a tower and at pig which came
.when called to be fed. o e
The Mabéréng required the assistance of Hindd Mal, who was with the -
Mahérdja and who seems to have had a reputation in Réjputdnd, to arrange
. for him a visit to Gy4 and afterwards to Bikdnir, where the Mahégané was’
to be married. Sardér Singh, the Mahérdj Kanwar of Bikénir, .was married
at Udepiir to a Mewdr princess. . N .
In Sambat 1896, a « Raj. tilak tiko” (mission of~.cong‘raﬁu1af210n)‘ was
sent to Mah4rdja" Kbatak Singh, who had taken

Marriage at Riw4.

Return vi¢ Alwar.

_ Plunderers.

Intercourse with Lahor. ;o cont on the cushion of Léhor; and in Sam-

sy L2 4 : 2
" Mabéréné Sardér Singh comes  bat 1897 Mahdrdnd Sardav -Singh '_of' Ud(i}_)ll;l -
to be married at Bikénir.  visited Bikdnir, o be married to the Mahérdjds

) daughter. = .~ = .. . oo »

‘Tn  Sambat 1898, ‘a boundary dispute between Lohsna of Bikénir apd'
Boundary dispute with Jaipir ~ Khiydlf of Jaipdr was finally settled by Malox
seftled. : Forster, . who set up, boundary pillars. The " dis-

ute had caused great trouble. - : e . R
d In S&mbatg1899, the Mah4r4j4 went: to Dehli to meet the Governor.
e " Gerieral.. On his way he-encamped at Reni, where:
Ouatirs bt st Renl. g ordered ¢ chhatyis? o be erected In mewery
iraid A ineh and T4rs Singh. At Dehli the Maharaa was .

of .N.Iéharé‘]a A_nand Sing thi;nked' by thf:Governo‘r General for supplyng -
])'e}f]x;;xtq’to‘(;ovelvnor Gen‘eral flb two hun dred R camels for the Kdbul exp(ejt}lﬁl(.)n. |
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In A, D. 1813, Ifari Singh Bid4wat pl d g0 outrag tlnt the
D atfention of Government was nttmctcd and the
scoits. darbér offered a large reward for his npprcbcnswn
The same year there were negotiations reg the line of tion
Traderouts betweenSirsiand  between Bhéwalpdr and Sirsh. The British Gov-
Bhwalpur. ernment wished the transit dues to be reduced, and
sarfiis and minfirs built along the route; and much pressure was exerted. The
dues were, in consequence, reduced from about eight rupees a camel-load to
. cight annas. A cart-load was fized at ove rupee, and buffaloe, bullock, mule,
and pony-loads, at  per ceot, on value, Uunladen animals were to pay nothmw
The Government was much pleased at the readiness of Bikfnfr to comply, and
Hindd Mal got great credit for his share in the matter.
In Snmb:\t 1901 (A. D. 1844), the darbéir received a kharitd from
the Governor General's Agent regarding the
Tnfunicide ssrictions placed 4r 1 nticide occasioned by the expense of marriages,
on Chérans and on marriage . Lyt o A
expenduture, and in accordance with it Bikénir Chérans were
forbidden to go to swell the host of beggars at
marriages in other states, and regulations regarding expenditure at marriages
were issucd by the darbér, to the effect that expendxture was to be in pra-
portion to income, and persons without land (bhum) were not to spend
more than a hundred rupees, of which but ten rupces was to be in “tyig”
or gifts to Chfrans.
The Bhdwalpir people from Phulri are mentioned as af'grcssln" on
_ Bikfinir in Sambat 1901, and the “partishta”
Bhiwalplr sggression.  jnauguration by the Mahérdjd of the Chandnn
Par{ishta. Sﬁ’var and Gaj Shgar wells arc among the events

oted.
In Sambat 1902, some notcd dacoits, Anji of Bhojolfi and Harf Singh
Biddwat, were imprisoned in Bhatnér, the vﬂlaves

Dacoits. of W lncll nt tlns t x{l\e were much dcpopuhted and the

o, . ere {

Condilion of Dhatnér I\dd\ l\la] the Kamdér, required seven thousand
rupees to enable him to carry on the administration. He was relieved by Hindd
“Mal. The same year four hundred Bhéwalpurfs, who had made o “dhulkot
at Tataift in Bikanir, were surronnded by Dip Siogh Pontwir, and only escaped
with their lives by putling grass in their mouths. Other aggressions on the
part of Bhéwalpir took place.

In Sambat 1902, a boundary was settled with Jodhpdr near Sujingarh;
the villages concerned were Tharde of Bikinir
and I\ﬁnpur of Jodhpir; and an investigation
into the Bhfwalpir and Bikfnfr boundary dispute was begun by Cap%ain

The Dlgwalplr bounda Jackson and Mr. Cunningham. In-this lsiter
¢ Phbwalpir boundary e380-  case Bikénir eaid the bolmd:ry line ran by villzge
Déndfi; the Bhiwalpdr party, that it ran by village Sotar. The outbrek of
Support o fret L1 the first Sikh war mtemxpted the enguiry, snd
apport giveninfratSkhwar.  poy11r $roops in conjunction with a fores from
Sindh and the ShekhAwAtS brigade marched towards Ferczpdr. Tbe Bikfair
troops did not crossthe Suth_y, but returned before the eceelosion of the war
to Asabwila. On the 33 t of peace, rewards were, on the recom-
mendation of Captain Jackson, given by the darbir to the prineipel ofires
with the force. Amongst them there were few Thikers of note; but the
latter were rprescuted by their ¢ Pardbdns®” 1 omis the Hst giver iu detnil
in the “Kiyvfnt”” Two guns, fully equipped, swere Lestowed om ik

1

Boundary case with Jodhpér,
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- by the British 'qugrnment in’ r‘ecognitip? of i:’cs':serizicégm .On the ':esca:pex‘ "
Bikénfr officials chiarged with of the noted SPe.kh.a wab, dagmt, 'Duﬁgm‘ Singh','
collusion with Dungar Singh. - irom the. Agra jail in A.'D. 1847, the Governor"
. L General’s Agent ,addressed the Bikénir darbar. .
requesting its ald I re-capturing Dungar Singh and his co-adjutors. AI;
aceusation against Hindd Mal, of being in league with Dungar Singh, made
in g Dehli paper, caused the former so much uneasiness, that he went to Simla
to complain of the false charge, and the “Kiyint”. devotes many pages tothe .-
refuta‘mon. of the charge and ‘the detail of Hindd Mal’s services. Meanwhile. -

Dungar Singh was at liberty and plundering caravans. He and hisally Jawahfr
Singh’ got a promise of twenty-five thousand rupees
_ ) from Rémgarh Aggarwilds whom they. took °
prisoners, and being pressed by Major Foster they entered Bikdnir terrifory
and made a push for the Bhatf country beyond the city of Bikénir. Hukam
Chand was in pursuit and captured some of the dacoits’ party.with horses
and camels. A considerable portion of- the ransom of the Rémgarh Aggar- -
wélds. was in bills on Bikénir, and- when these were paid the money and-
messengers were caught by the darbdr. But the principals escaped and sub- .
sequently plundered the Nasirdbad treasury, after which Captain Shaw was
Capture by a British officer of sent after Jawahir Singh, who was. known to have -
Jawshir Singh, relation of taken refuge in Bikdnfr.. Captain Shaw, accom-

Dungar Singh and party.

Dungar Singh. panied by Harndth Singh Nérhot, surprised him'"
in village Gharsisar which they surrounded; and Jawéhir Singh was induced

to surrender. Mukund Singh, the present excellent manager of Sikar, was
also a “ Bahrotia”’ and giving much trouble at this period, and the English
newspapers accused the Mahdrdj Kanwér and the, Bikénir darbdr of collusion
with him. However the ¢ Kiydnt” argues that no state could keep the
dacoits out of its boundaries ; thus, although the Réo R4jd .of Sikar was bitterly .
hostile to Mukund Singh, he and his followers occupied R4mgarh in that estate

and held it for three « pahars” levying a contribution * o
Captain Shaw dissatisfied with the action of the darbdr, sent through -
Hindd Mal “ parwénds ” and “rukkés’” to the chief Bilénir Thékurs, demandf
* ing their assistance in the apprehension of dacoits. =~ ° L
Some of the R4j officials, howevef, eventually exerted themselves; thus: -
: o  obtaineg  AX0éth Singh Nirnot already mentioned more
‘ froi(;n%‘;j pf:;zﬂnce obtained  than once recovered property from the. Sikar and
i ) Jodhpdr banditti, and inflicted loss on them.. .
The settlement of. the Bikénir and  Bhdwalpir boundary was a very °
. ... tedious affair; investigations continued for- years,
boﬁf’?ﬁ;enﬁ - of Bhwalplr ¢ o final decision was arrived at in A. D. 1849.
The line ran westward from Aniipgarh and Ballar. After the first Sikh :
L war, the darbir, ‘aided. by the British officets on -
Sirsd and Hissfir case re-open-  dyty ywith the Bikdn{r troops, managed to re-open
R  the question of the Sirsé and Bahddrén villages
‘claimed by Bikénir; the final decision Sf’mfi tdt}lzave];;ien igivgpdafteai:} M’théxéﬁ
it . : Ratan. Singh’s death. cdnir did not gain "1
poisnetfglfegﬁz‘gg;pziipl;?l?g;;?:;‘g - object.  In. Sambab 190(’5, ’the triple b}o’undary ;
Jaisalmir. - . . " point. of Bhéwalpur, Bikénir, and Jaisalmir, was
- determined by two officers near Bénd tibbé, and thence the boundary line.ran
by Deolf and Seolf. ‘ o ' ’
- * The publication” of these charges ngainst Bfl-;ﬁni} pr'dd'uéed 4 grest effect in the state, ns B
" .shown by the trouble taken to confute them. . l’ e ’ -
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~During the time of Sardér Singh, thatis, within a pe’riod‘iof' about; twenty
years, the;re'_.wzere: n;ﬁless than eighteen changes
‘ In the ministry. " The dismissal of sach .minister
t(:)ome OfIWhO'If?hhsllld office only 2:1 few d(zitys) being usually caused b;aiils\i?;r};g;f; |
to comply wi e pecunlary demands- made by the darbdr. The- ino
15 a list of the ministers with dates ;.= . = - y e . v E%,l Tl‘le‘foyllowmg‘
A.D.1852 ... Gfimdn Singh Baid and Lachhf Rém Ralhechs
»» 1858 ... Lachhf Rém. =~ SRR egl”m'“ L

» 1854 .. Giimén Singh. - U ’ T
» 1855 ... Pandit Dojainant, a M4rhatta Br‘éhm’in from Gw4lior;

» 1856 tO} Rém L4l Dwérksni, i

Constant changes of officials.

1863 ... ,

» 1864 ° . Gimén Singh Baid,

» 1866 ... Rdm L4l. - : S -

» 1866 ... Man Mal Rakhecha, second son of Lachhi. Rim, the

‘ _ former Diwén. T
5 ... Sheo L4l Naeta for three months.

s 1867 ... Fatah Chand Surana for fifteen days.
P .. Parohit Gangd Rém of Khetri. R
55+ ... Shah Mal Kochar for eight months.”

»» 1862, 1868 ... M4n Mal for eight months. A
» 1868 ... Sheo Ldl Mohot4 for fifteen days. :

Ty 2 ... Lakhmi Chand Naeta for eight months. . " -
© From June 18687 Wildyat Husen, an ex-Deputy Collector from British
to August 1869 § territory, who was succeeded by Pandit Manphal, ¢. 5.1, -

It will be seen from the above that during the.first two years of the
present reign .the ministry was alternately in the hands of Gimdn Singh
Baid and Lachhi Rdm Rackecha, who were bitterivals, - ' :

Rém L4l Dwérkani, appointed in A: D..1856, was a really good rhinister. -

Diwén Rém Lél All classes speak of his period of-office as a golden
. ' time, when nobles were treated with due considera~
tion, when the complaints of the poor were listened to patiently, and if justice
was not cheap to those who could pay for it,.it Wwas abt least obtainable. He -
enjoyed the support of a-powerful Rinf, and had consequently much greater. .
freedom of action than is usually possessed by Bikénir ministers. But the
Rén{ died in A. D. 1861, after which Rém L4l’s enemies prevailed against
him, and he died in disgrace, some say by violence. S o
In May 1868 an Assistant to the Governor General’s Agent was located :
N " . in Bfkénfr at Sdjdngarh, near the triple boundary
A Political Officer appointed. ¢ yaingy M4rwir and Bfkénfr. The immediate
to reside in Biknir territory. - object. of his appointment was to check dacoity, -
which was very rife on the bordefs of those states and in Shekhdwétf, but he
was also entrusted with the political charge of Bikdnir. The first.officer who
occupied the post was Captain Powlett. He failed to produce any.improve-
’ o : ment in the admiinistratién or procure the redress
Complicitions between Chief "o ovievances, and just hefore the arrival of Pandit -
aud Thékurs. ~ -~ Manphdl, the Biddwat, and Mah&jan Thékurs hgd
risen to' resist ‘the extortion of the'darbar. The ‘Biddwats were, however,, "
pacified ; but immediately. after the Pandit’s arrival other Thélurs rose, chleﬂgi
Sringot Bikés, and for many weeks the assistant and the Pandit were engage
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in negotiating between the Tribers and the Chiof, The Thikers eoncerned
3 2

were —

]

(1) Amar Singh of Mabigan {BikA).
(2) Megh Singh of Jasiag
(3) Shedji Singh of Bi}.
(4) Ganpat Singh of S}dmi‘;!}.
(5) Mén Sidgh of Kalisr. =~
(6) Lachhman Singh of Bikkili.
(7} Khet Singh of Mechind
(8) Jawahar Singh of Hardesar.
(9) Sukat Singh of Kenwid.
(10) Jait Singh of Sain.
(11) Takht Singh of Khérkara.
Their chief grievances were—
1st—The seizure by the darbdr of certain villaces of their estates,
l 94— Esactions made from them under the name of ¢ Nazrini,” &e.
3rd.—The collection direct from their willages of certain miscella-
neous eesses,
The arrangement eventually determined on and agreed to by both parties,
. . the Mahajén Thikur excepted, were:— laz all
Settlement of complications. villages forming part of estates held under valid
grants at the time of ahérdji Sardér Singh’s accession and subsequently
resumed to be restored.- The Mahdrdjd was to be at Liberty to deal with s
own grants as he hked.
2ud, the commautation money for each horse formerly furnished for
Rj service was fixed at Rs. 200 for ten years, after which the amount was
to be re-considered by a * Panchfiyat.” This Rs. 200 was to include every
thing except © Nazrand ” on accession to an estate.
A full report on the matter will be found among the official records. Onr
the affair being settled, Captain Powlett left Bikanir, and at the end of 1870
was n:]ievcd by Captain Burton, who has resided chiefly at the city of Bikénir
€ver flnee,
Mahérijé Sardar Singh died on the 16th May 1872; he was succeeded
Death of Mabérijé Sirdar by Dungar Singh, the seventh in descent from
tiagh, and accession of Dungsr  Mahdrdji Gaj Singh (vide Genealogical tree). Ashe
rgh was a winor, Captain Burton was appointed pre-
sident of the council established a few months before by Captain Bradford
who had been especially deputed to visit and report on Bikanir; but as the
young chief attained his eighteenth year in September, he was in January 1873
invested with foll power and the customary “ Khilat” by Colenel Brooke,
Governor General’s Agent. ) ’
Captain Burton, supported by Pandit Manphi], had taken the opportunity
during his short tenure of suthotity to introduce reforms, a detail of which
will be found in his repost for 1872-73, and the results of which have yet to

be seen.






PART IIL.

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT.

) o U

— or R&jpdt state of Bfkdnir is situated bftween 27° 30
Bickstn—The Tith nndJ2p9°55’]atitudeand 72° 30" and 75° 40 longitude.
GRIERAL DESCRIPTION. Its area* is about 23,500 square mlleg, and its

y  Fositon. estimated populaton about 300,000. It is boundod

on the north by Bhéwalpdr, a Mussalmén state, and by the Sirsd dls.tncd
of British territory, on the east by the Hissér district (Bntlsh territory) ‘an
Jaipir, on the south by Jodhptr, and on the west by Jaisalmfr. ¢ v

When the treaty between Bfk4nfr and the British Governmen was

signed in A. D. 1818, the boundaries of the state

Boundaries, " were ill defined. Disputes arose and were seﬁ:l':fi
from time to time by British officers. The principal claims of Bikdnfr

were— B
1s£.—To a number of villages said to be part of the Bhatner pargzza of

Bikénfr. The <1-'--—- v v T e e WS I S

British district - -

as a reward for -, ERI ' o
2nd—To .. . 1 RN

ganaof Bfkéni § - . vooeeon b B
3rd.—To tracts o1 tbe desert on the Bhéwalpir border. The demsitm

‘e } o
e 'Bfkénir claims, There mere ey T
i amef

was generally favorable to th
important cases on the Jaiptir border, at Sujdingarh, on the Jo
on the Jaisalmfr borders. More about these boundary ezses w3 Ho Fomed

in Part I, and under “ Bhatuer” °
The chief city of the sate ix Brkind-

Chief town. described elsowhere, Tts Iatitnde 3¢ 23
tude 73° 30',
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etate, and even these are not more than five hundeud fiom 7,

v

plain, Fonmar - e

hard, 2 . R

throngl @ | .., PAIL Ol e terntory the g
spersed with ehifting sand-nlly, the r]o,w?::f ‘v{I
are from fhe action of the wind, ugoest the e st

¢ Dedoosd from the map of Rejpuing, COMpEied I8 £ Sprmmmnr e




() \ < s p A9 ] ¢ « g l g

bushes often abound, the aspect of the country is dreary and desolate except,
) . late, except, as

often happensin the cold weath
er, when a'mi ' i .
There are no streams whate';er. Ir:l &gaggnlga;::égnlz;kﬁ m lthe :1:1 orizon,
Rivers and irrigation. * times' flows from Shekha"wéti Ov;:" i:l}]h eastorn
g " border, but is soon lost in the sands. - e o
called also the *“ Sotrd” or “ Hakrh, >’ once ‘ flows © sancs. ~ The Kagar,
of the present Bikdnfr territory; ’but ':e’ owed throngh the northern part
bed, where, it is said, the only s{véet walte'r1 Six;l %}W ((-,1 R and wells are dug in its
the rains, however, water sometimes flows in it !}P Yegon 18 fo be found, In
pargana, which adjoins Sirsé and is east of Bh o i fow miles, and the Tibf
Some water of the Western Jumna C . [ atmer, is greatly benefited by it.
of Distr. a Canal occasionally enters the state west
There ave two little frcsh water lakelets formed by the draiti;we of th
Lalkes, rocky.country south-west of Bfk4nfr. - Bbtl h :
. _ the route from Bfkdnfr to J aisalmer. - el‘l; If? '0{? :
Snyger,.:tlbout tt';?ntf' lmﬂes from the capital, is perhaps the only pl:etby si)o(:sixi
1e territory. The lake is not above a quarter of a mile long,
hundred yards across, but the water is : tile wongs and to ar three
3 clear : on one sid argin is gre
and wooded, while on the other there is a palace anrzf ;Ia‘rile%lew?t’z;%ilnf;sgrz;n
lake. - Inits neighborhood in favorable seasons a good deal of wheat amdom on
is grown, the verdure and bright flowers of which are an intense relief to a i?;‘iorl‘
m tilge spring after the dreary aspect of the country he has passed thrbu]o'%l“
Ko}uth , twelve miles farther on the JaisalmSr route, is a somewhat smaller Iakei&b.
Being a. place of sanctity, numerous neat bathing * ghits” have been built
and fine * pipal ”” frees shade them, If, too, would afford a pleasing change to
zm)" one w‘ho h_as to resgde‘long in Bikénir. fl‘he lake of Chépzir, ixtx’ the S;jiin- :
garh district, is the principal source of salt in Bfkdnir; it is about two miles
wide by six miles long, but it is very shallow and almost dried up before the
hgt-we,aather begins. There is another salt lake about forty miles north-east of
Bikdniy, but I am unable to describe it,- The salt produced from both lakes is-
of a very inferior quality, valued at about half the price of the Smbhar salt.
It is only eaten by the poor and used for.curing skins and other antiseptic pur-
poses. The yield at Chidpar is, I believe, about ten thousand maunds annually.
Lime is abundant in ma?y parts of the state, notably in the neighborhood "
et § 00 49 8 DG, o Sty ind s
" Khdrf, thirty miles north-east of the city, and the same stone is found in
smaller quantifies west of Bikdnir. . The Khdr{ quarries supply oérnamental
building materials for all works of importance in and about the city. Rougher-
stone, called 7rord,”: «rajishihi,” and bars,” for coaise work is. quarrieﬂ~
near the city. © Multdni mitt” a well-known greasy clay used by natives as.
soap and in dyeing cloth, is quarried in large quantities about thirty miles south--
west of the city not far from ‘Koldth. Copper has been extracted from ‘a hill
near Bidésar, in the Sujingarh district, seventy miles east of the eity; ‘but I
believe it never paid to work the mine, Further details will be found under

¢ MikEes AND QUARRIES. SRR : A oo
Water in Bikdnir is found, notwithstanding the slight apparent difference
' Water. - in the level of the country, at very varying depths
.o o and of quality- as unequal. - Thus. the city wells

are-more than three hundred feeb deep, but the water of most 1§ of excellert

while ten or twelve miles to the north and north-west -water'is found

‘quality, 3 , bt L nort 56 .
within twenty fect of the surface. But the drinkable stratam 1s often’ exhansted

\ N
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in’ the hot.weather, and that below is injurious. At the village of Nokha,
south of the city on the Mérwér border, Dr. Moore found a well four hundred
feet deep,  He makes the following remarks regarding it :—

“ Water when drawn from this well was quite hot. No one scemed to
“have any clear idea when the well was made, and no one knew why
¢ that” particular spot was fixed upon for sinking a well. In other places
“the one village well is generally in a hollow or depression between the
“sand hills, where 1t would be reasonable to expect water nearer the sur-
“face, But Nokha is on a flat site, rather clevated above the surrounding
“ country, the ground hard, and not at all the locality where water would
“be sought for at that depth with the confident expectation of reward for
““the labor, 1t was stated that no one attempts to sink such wells now,
¢ probably because the number existing proves sufficient for the wants of the
¢ inhabitants, and not, as it would appear, from absence of workmen, for
“ during our stay men were sent down to clear the bottom, so that a better

- ¢ gupply of twater might be obtained. The shaft being so narrow, the cleans-
“ ing process is rather a tedious business: first o basket is let down, then
‘“a man; he fills the basket at the bottom of the well; he is then drawn up,
¢ and afterwards the basket with its contents; and so on till the well is
“cleaned out. The material brought up was sandy mud, baving the usual
 carthy odour. Thie water allowed to clear was good, but hard from excess
“of lime.”

Along the Jaipdr border the water is generally of the best quality, and
in some places famous for its salubrious properties; but for the most part
throughout the state a newly dug well is as likely to produce bad as good
water, and it sometimes is so bad as sctually to kill, by excessive irritation

of 1 have added some further remarks
on of the different districts, especislly
Suyj But the people of the country often

depend a good deal upon collected rain water, for the sites of villages are
almost always in o depression, and often where “kankar?’ or hard ground is
on, or not far from, the surface, so that the drainage of the neighborhood
is caught either in covered pits, called ““kunds,” or simple excavations.
¢ Sar,” which is the final syllable of so many Biknir village names, implies
a tank or depression.
There is no forest'throughout the state, but south of the city, round
Forests aud - Jobar and Deshnuk, there is much brushwood, in
ductiony . o TeESHAMe P wwhich the Darbfir’s horses and ecattle range. In
the neighborhood of Sujingarh, at village Lotsar,
a few shisham trees grow spontancously, but the common tree of the ountry is
the Acacia leucopblea (*khejrd”). It produces a long pod, called sangri,”
which, though not equal to the babil as a food for cattle when the babil pod
is green, is on the whole more valuable, as it is useful when dry. These pods, ~
and also the lenves and even the bark of the * khejré,” are eaten by the poor
in times of famine. ) '
. 'The “khejrd” wood is of a very inferior quality ; insects attack it almost
1ml§xcdm_te]y after it is cut, and its boards become half dust in a few months,
It is eaid though that if buried in dung or sunk in salt-water the wood be-
comes durable. In R4jpiténd the ©“ khejrf™? ben 4 anotqie anmndfie aotumen 2oy
figuring in the history of Rim Chandra, ar - :
festival The best timber produced is that of . . -
atree with a handsome lly-like flower which affords n passing pleasure to'a
traveller in the sandy tract during the month of March: it is not, how.
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©ever,. very- common, ““Babdl” (Leacia arabica) is'seldom found. for. it deet
1:0L g:rcz}v well n sand ¢ Selvadora oleoides 'am)i Aeacia cadec/m‘,(’.’j'llamig’ ic;]eg .
“Xkhair”’) move frequently.  Plantations of Zizyphus jujuba (bair trees) are met
with near Bfkdnr city, and a few trees will be found near all the towns;: and
somefimes a good deal.of the fruit is produced: -~ . - e
.- _Of bushes the “ phog,” a low, leafless shrub, the botanical name of which
is, I believe, Calligonum, is the commonest and most useful.. Tts twigs and
roots support the sides of wells where water is a few feet below the surface
of the ground, and they supply material for building huts: green:it affords
food.to camels, and its buds, called ¢ lasson,” are eaten with buttermilk and
condiments by the poor in February and March.. A peculiar - attachment
scems to be felt by Rithors for this type of. the vegetation of the sandy tract.
I bave known a Mérwir thikur settled far from his native state sow it m-
sandy soil near his adopted home, and an anecdote, known ‘o- every Bikdnfri, '
15 told of a Bfldnfr noble who, when exiled to Kébul, discovered one daya. °
single plant of the “phog” bush growing in the neighborhood of his place -
of confinement. He was much aflected and embracing it exclaimed— .

T saindesi rukkrd ham pardest log,
Mhrane padshal laya thane kun laya phog ?

Plant of my native land, strangers are we, X .
The king bronght me here but who brooght yon?*

.

The ““sajji” (Salsola ?), from which soda is produced, is an important .
plant in the desert, where many people are employed in the manufacture, - .
It is said to grow chiefly on the hard, low ground where water has col- -
lected. The “karfl,’ a well-known jungle caper, is met with and is use-
ful as food. Other wild vegetables and. fruits used as food are the  tumba,” -
a sort of melon, the seeds of which are collecled and pounded into .
a kind of flour, the “khimp” ( Crotolaria), the. stems of which are eaten, the -
“bhnkri”” or Calireps, the kfchri berry, a rough fruit containing masses of
pips. The “ak” (ealotropis), the fibre of which is the strongest known;. 1s a -
common plant almost everywhere, and the “ bair” (Zizyp/hus) bush, the most.
‘valuable of grazing shrubs, is plentiful in a few places. - 0

Of grasses the  bharit” is generally the commonest.in the southern half -

' ‘ of the state, and since its seed (a sort of canary.

Grasses: seed) is more eaten by the very poor than any

other kind of grain, and it supplies fairly good fodder for cattle, it may be
considered a very valuable production. But its_ prickly husks lame dogs, .
arc ““the torment of travellers,” and add appreciably to the discomforts of a
residence in Bikdnfr—a circumstance which- in times past has been- turned
to account by Bikénir chiefs (vide History,,ga_ge' -‘3’4); Qt;her”g‘iass gra/lln}s, ,
are used for human food, such as those of . the ¢ déman, , ‘mékra,” ¢ g:anth}b,l .
and “ philer,” the seed of which last is called * phdlish,” and is only digestible '
when eaten with ghi or buttermilk. o s

- The large grass used all over North India for mqking screens or f‘~ch1k's 2.
(Rana, lpulciz, sz;ﬂ;angé,)’ istclaloml:noi?; l g;s;s’es
Bikdnir abounds in the best cattle grasses. I the ’
fine grass so called: from its top knot (génth), ranks first, lﬁOtlll‘t%?rd:}:)?'
production of wool and ghi. It abounds more particularly in the. a 1 lgd A
the city; as also does “sewan,” a rather tall and~ f,ine grass very :-%ﬂigulqrjy
sheep.  Kii,” the chief grass-on the banks of the Chépar laLe‘i 11s) par i ‘too .
good for cattle; it is also abundant in the north of the state.” “Dama o

of these“‘éantﬁﬂ,’-’ 2 low _

- . 7 % Seealso History, ;ia_ge’s 13'and36-. o
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is very common in the north; it is said especially to promote cattle breeding :
other good grasses are “karr,” more common in Mérwér, “narara” and
“ganthia,”” Bhardt is most abundant in the southern part of the state, and
ranks after those just mentioned.

All Bikfnir may be said to be a pasture ground. To the north about
Hintdmfngath (the old Bhatner) the grazing is famous, but after fair rains
good grazing is everywhere to be found =~ The banks of the Chépar lake vie
with the pastures of Bhatner, and there is a saying:  Cldpar A4 chaupd
Bhatner nd chdhwe” (the cattle of Chépar love not Bhatner).

The people of Réjmitdng sometimes divide the country into botanieal

zones, the limits of which are sufficiently defined to form rough politieal
boundaries: thusthe “lai” and the “sajji*” mark the desert, the “ bharit”
grass the country south, the ** karr”” grass still further south, and the “aonla”
bush marks the fertile region of Mew4r south of that (ride History, pages 13
and 86, and Tod, Vol. 1, page 595, 2nd edition).
* In the northern part of the state west of Andpgarh there is little
: cultivation, and the people depend chiefly on their
cattle, which are watered at reservolrs called
“tobas” and graze at large. Sindhis and others bring their cattle to this
tract when grass is plentiful; but a clan of Pirzddds, or descendants of a
Muhammadan saint, claim to be the lords of the region between Antipgarh,
Pigal, and Marot, having obtained it in grant from the Emperor of ‘Dehli.
The robbers of the desert respected their persons and praperty as they would
bave respected no one else : the Bikdnfr Darbér exacts no dues from them, and
they themselves receive two seers of ghi from all who pasture their cattlo in
the waste (see Captain Jackson’s report on Bikén{r and Bhéwalpir boundary).
The Réths (Mussalméns of Rfjpit extraction) of this region are spoken of “as
a pastoral tribe.

Where water is pr

Wild animals!

Tastorsl people.

ble, deer are enough, and there are two

peculiar kinds. In the meighborhood of Gajner
wild pigs are preserved and do great mischief,
No life may be taken near the temples of repute; and as they are alwaya
beside tanks, wild animals can drink unmolested, Wolves abound to the
north of Bikfinfr and do much mischief. The inhabitants when they kill
them sometimes take their heads to Sirsé for the reward-given by the British
Government.  Foxes are common and easily approached, and snakes are
érous, Rats arcabundant troubl

Partridges (but I believe only the brown kind) are very common in Biki-
nit. The largest coveys are to be seen in and about the villages. The large
bustard {giran) is always to be found within a few miles of the city of
Bikénir, and is often met with elsewhere; as also are several kinds of grouse
(fatbat, &c.).. Ylorican (filor) are numerous in some places, and at Kolith,
Gajner and the tanks of that region wild ducks are abundant in the cold-
weather,

A complete account of the plants and animals of the desert and sandy
teact §s not in existence. It is to be hoped that some person with the
requisite leisure nnd opportunity will prepare one, and also amplify Colonel
Tod’s general account, which however has reference more to the desert west
of Bikénir than to that within its limita.

A census of most of the parganas was taken at my request, but of the
procedure adopted I am ignorant, and I prefer to
assume the number of houses as correctly recorded,
and from them to calenlate the probable popualation, rather than to aceept the

Crxsra AXD FOPTLATION.
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reported figures referring to the . . S S )
result is as follows i ¢ latter. M-lowmg five: souls to a house, the-

No. Division | Villaces. | Hoteon |
: ! - T »Vlllages‘.’ - Houses: Population.
1 | Andpgarh : L | A : __ I :
2'| Sardar Shahr - gg Co 89 2970 ¢
3|Suwatgarh . ool w| Tl ok
4| Bimimingarh . e | a0 25 15500
6 | Mahsjan T D e Tmsl| Tge
7 | Babédrén 691 104 5,520
8 | Chiirt S .| .89 3738 18.690
9 | Réjearh e e 21317 2443 12210
10 | Rext ... o 157 | . 5301 | - 26955
11 | Nohar ‘. - o DR -
13 | Swdirgarh .. " B N A
}2 g?t;chon - . - 954 4,000 |. 20,000
15 Sheksax:“ o e 8,801 44,005
1o | Suianearh cee | 78241, 5200 ., 26,000
16 Suéngar © 210 8259 |, 41,295
17 | Kbélsi... 17 912 | 1,360
tgal ... e 50 850 | T 4,250
Toral e 1,771 B 5g’142 290’710

Ratangarh, which 1s held in grant, seems to have been omitted from this -
list. Altogether the population cannot be less than 300,000. -

Tt is foared that even the number of villages in the above statement: is not
reliable, as the darbar has reported that thete are. 1,797 in the whole state.
In A. D. 1870 there are said to have been. 1,814, It is so common in Bikinir
for villages to be abandoned and repopulated that one.can “never be certain of -
the precise existing number. The ‘most numerous castes are— o e

Castzs.  ° Jét, numbering about " .. 50,0003 all agricultlir‘ists;'
’ 30,000; some cultivate the soil.

Bapias
Rajpits w 12,0005 three-fourths-cultivators.
Brahmans e 20,000 mostly cultivators. ’

~

_++. MThe races and castes exclusive
numerical importance 1m the city,
or less :— A

of the above, arranged \aceording to their.
are as follow ; nearly all till ‘the land more

Chamér (leather-dressers and village drudges).
Kumhérs (potters). o
Khétis (carpenters). N
Kéim Khéni (Musalméns of .Réjpit estraction).
Hajjam (barbers). .~ .- ’
- Ahiri or Tohri (low-caste,people)'.
. Dbhanaks . . ‘(ditto). . -
. Musalméns (Saiyads and others). e
‘Réth (Musalméans of RAjpit extraction).
" Zirgars (goldsmiths). - e
" Bairgis (veligious characters, usually Vishnu worshippet
_ Malis (gardener class). - - ' : e
" Dhobi (washermen). o
.. Goshin (religious chavacters). - .. .. -
- Bhori(alow thieving caste, often émployed as watchmen
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Chipa (cloth printers).
Swamf (devotees of 3lahideo).
Khatels (meat-eating Banfas).

Fakfrs.
Kaesibe (butchers).
Halal Khors (sweepers).
Dékots (professional beggars).
]]?;":&E }(Lvather-worken).
Dammémfs (Musalmin kettledrum-beatersd.
Machfs (shoemakers),
Telfs {oilmen).
Gifjars (a well-known caste).
Bisitis (pedlars).
M{nds (a well-known caste}.
Rangrez (dyerst, - . . . .
Chérans (a caste of minetrels of Réjpit extraction held in high estima.
tion and exercising much influence, though less now than for-
- merly) see " OFFICIAL Crasses.”
Kaléls (spirit-gellers).
Tnkherd (workers in Jac).
Ahirs {a great and well-known caste).
Darzf {tailors),
Tarag.
LohAr (iron-workers).
Chundpaz (lime-makers}.
MaimAr masons).
Sewsk (temple servants).
Sepoys.
Rafindd (weavers).
Bakkh (water-carriers).
Nihrid (sifters of ashes obtained from gold and silver smiths).
Bhagat {devotees).
Sikligar (tin-workers)
Bharbtinyé {cooks).
Kayath (writer caste).
Khojfs.
Kunjré (greengrocers).
Téshé Nawéz (musicians).
Jatti (Jain priests).
+ Nakkils (actors),

The Jits, who are more than twice as numerous as any other caste, were

i anciently the possessors of the greater portion of

y the present Bikdnir territory. Some account of

théir position, Tormer orgamization, andl suljugation will be Tound in fhe
history of Bik#’s occupation of the country. They are the agriculturists of
the country, and more severely taxed than any other class. A Jdt is said to
poy thirteen taxes of different sorts. Many of them are Bishnawis and eschew
the taking of life. They are generally civil and obliging, but will not assist or
sanction the slaughter of game. They are good-humoured and ready to joke
about the rits which do so much mischief to their erops and stores 'of grain.
Notwithstanding the weight of taxation laid on them, they are attached to the
Mahirdjh, and so proud of notice.from him that a Jit has been known to
present a “nazar” of Rs. 1,200 in order to secure an extra share. The
headman, of the God4rd clan of Jéts places the  tilak” (or mark of inangura.
tion) on the forehead of every RdjA of Bfkénir when he first takes his eeat on
the *“gadi.”  The practice has prevailed ever since the foundation of the rhj,
The Bishnawi Jats bury instead of burniog their dead, and *satfs *” are somo.
times buried alive with the corpses of their husbands. Pip&sar and Samrathal
uare mentioned in the Hissfr Gazetteer as places in Bikénir sacred as being
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, AT AL ! the .century, of the Christian era. -
Banfas of the Mahesri, (?s‘yﬁl, and Aggarwild castes form’ the. bulk oﬁlt?he[
g;%délng ‘ci)mmumt . The Mahesr{ and Oswils
in British territory, and know hol:r E)c ifli?; anieai Ir‘lany % Shem. have, houses
they are treated mor i ‘ g Prossure 0 bear .on_the- daxbir,
y more considerately than the Aggarwalds. The latt
good deal locally in English imported goods, while the I.\Iahesris@m?(li ‘toriifu: |
?;:a 31;1:‘!1}1] :rrrixiels, contractors, bankers, &e., Aand\their bqsi.négs is generally
Réjpiits of many clans are to be found in Bikéngr. * Remarks on the aristo.
Réjpits. * ictrac(y)' “:hgch ltpegr ‘fo}szlwill‘be found elsewhere:
consists chiefly of i Réjpd '

and Rdthors elsewhere. The Rdjpiits here,yas in e]vé;l-ylc{)?;%}:a:tsstgze th};qwegt |
divided into three classes—1s¢, those who hold estatés : 2ud those in s'er‘v)irc e
3rd, -those who till the soil. The first class compri’ses the old herédita: ;.
aristoeracy of the state and a few who have obtained grants more recently)f‘
éhe] ‘z:*ec'ond thos.(.t employed by the nobles as well as the servants of ‘the
arbir; the third are by far the most numerous,and in the assessment of
the revenue on their lands are treated with some favor. B F '
Brihmans are the next numerous caste: Pokarna and ‘the Paliwals are
— the’ principal divisions. They ‘are traders and
agriculturists, and generally a hard-working eclass. "
There are, T believe, ten times as many Pokarna Brdhmans as of any other
division of that caste. The Paliwéls are the most remarkable- Bréhman agri- -
culturists. Some observations on them have been made.under “ Exngration.”
Tor interesting remarks regarding the origin and-character of both, vide Tod; -
Fol. I, pp. 286 and 287. : o o
Chamrs, also called Bal4fs, are the only remaining numerous elass. The
Chamirs most remarkable fact in: connection with .them is |

’ that, despised as they are, one of their number has.

within the last forty years founded a religious: sect, called ¢ Alakgir,” which
numbers high officials and thdkurs amongst its adherents. It is further °

spoken of under “ ReLicIoN,” ' E - o

For remarks on Saiyads, Bhdtt{s, R4ths and Johiyas, and other Musalméns, -
see “ PasToraL PEOPLE™ page .85, “ARrmy,” pige

Bnnfnsz

Musalméns. 104 and  HANGm{NcaRE,” page 121, -
E o The following is an. extract from the ‘annual
{AIGRATION. report on Bikénir for 1869-70:— ' :

¢« Many agriculturists have left for British territory, especially the Paliwal .
« Br4hmans, an enterprising caste of trading agriculturists who inhabit twelve
“large villages west of Bikdnir. e R

% Hundreds.of these have traded successfully and occupied lands in-the'-

« North-West Provinges, the wealthy ones among them coming occasionally to
¢ their homes, where they have good substantial houses and where in“good years
But the mass of Paliwil

« they or their relations raise fine. erops of wheat. :
¢ emigrants have gone for good ;. men of other castes, too, have settled in the

¢t British districts. immediately east “of Bikénir, and more would go.were land -
¢« procurable. It is, howeveér, a mistake to suppose, ~though‘ it is sometimes .-
“imagined, that the. wealthy merchants. are leaving Bikénir. So far as can be
« ascertained, they show no preference for living under -the direct. rule of. the - .
« Government to which they indirectly owe tlieir wealth, and ‘they visit British -

¢ territory no.oftener than' is necessary for the supermtgndepcg of ‘their houses- -
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¢ of business, which extend from Caleutta to Bombay and from Lahore to
#Madras, Very few of them are in any degree penetralcd.b{ Furopean ideas,
s though exceedingly anxious to obtain the Lenefits of British protection.” If
1and were now available in Hissar, many people from Bikfinir would go there
as ‘they formerly did (see Hissar Gazetleer, pp. 41 and 43). .

1t is impossible to pgive statisties showing the respective numbers of
orthodox Hindus, Musalmfns, and Jains in
TiikAnfr, as none have been supplied. Of the three
principal Batifa eastes, Mahestfs are orthodox Hindus, Oswils are Jain, snd
Aggarwilds are partly Jain, ) . .

The worship of Karniji, a Chéran woman who _was an incarnation of
Dev, is the chief religions deity of the court. It was
her supernatural power which secured the territory
of Bikénir to Bil4 and his descendants, and were she estranged the state would
be romed.  The temple of Deshnok, as old as the state, 15 therefore the chief
shrine in Bikénir; Lut Karniji is invoked in other lands far from the place of
Tier origin, and shie has devotees of all castes. Some temples in her honor
were built in the Dakhan, aud one rmsed by a Sesodia Jady is in the upper
fort at Alwar. As represcnted on stones or on gold and silver charms worn
round the neck, Karni)i holds a ¢ trisdl or trident in her hand,

Lakshmi, however, is in Bfkénir worshipped with scarcely Jess devotion
than Karniji. The temple of Lakshmi Néth is

Lakshmf. the principal one in the city of Bikénir, and the
chief is styled the Diwén of Lukshm{ Nfrdin. The state isin fact under the
joint protection of the Goddess of Destruction and Goddess of Prosperity (vide
History, page 45).

The temple of Lakshmi Nrdin was built by Rio Lunkaran, who ruled in
Bikénir between A, D, 1505 and 1627, The orthodox Hindu temple third in
rank, is that of Dhinf Néth, built by o Jogf, named Dhinf Néth, in Mahérfjé
Qfunt Qiend 2 bin Té oo d-ieni--meg or symbols of the five chief deities—

b " Ganesh.
.. i.aramdesar, near Gajner, has an historical
interest ns having been founded Ly Bik4 (vide
History, page 2).
The temple of Devi, at Nfign{ji, a mile south-cast of thecity, has a con-

Deri siderable reputation, The image it contains was

b brought from Jodhpdr hundreds of years ago. Its
vehicle stuck fast on the spot where now stands the temple, which was built
in accordance with the wishes of the goddess thus indicated. Of the more
recently built temples, the prinecipal are built within the last two generations
Ly Rénfs and mistresses of the chief. Considerable estates have been assigned
them,

The Jain temples are Bhfndésar and Nemnith, two large temples, at
Teast as old as the eity, built by one Bhanda Oswil
and his brotlier: Chintiman and St Mah&bir,
both built by the fourteen ““mohallfs” or quarlers of Oswils, the first at the
suggestion of the Bachawat, Karam Chénd, whose family was extirpated by
Rdjé Sur Singh, Sri Mabdbir lias an inceription.  Allusion to the appearance
of the buildings will be found under  Crry,”

The Mabhefj Vishud Gosdins of th'e Balbachdirya sect, whose foul practices

Taltachiryas, were cxpo,x:d in a great libel ease in Bombay

_ some years ago, have many devatees in Bikdnir, and
whet tno of them, by the d t they met with from the

m

REeL1a10X,

Temple of Karniji.

Dhaironji.

Jain temples.
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Mahér4jé of Jaipér, abandoned that ‘&t N o st g2
aJa. . - ; stat; vere. invi R
were received there ’with great honor zhi ?;tzh:g" }‘.’ﬁ?e"f‘ v1te;l. to.Bikénfr, and
them and running beside their pélkis, fahnin th‘;?ﬁ 11%1se1fg oing forth fo meet .
to stand with folded hands, and for years tl?e cost of -tllll'tP éIr presence he'used:
grievous burden to the state. TBey'.at" length 1 fou" feir mamtenance was a
Mathura. Tlie priests of the most celébratgd te;tlfm the * neighbiorhood “of
Bfkér'lx‘iﬁ' Bréhmans of ‘the Bi4s tribe, known as’ Sewlf)aiss e ney foreigtiers, but-

hLere are, of course, local‘deities and shrines tg th t b
villages, which exercies :])1 Eghmgt with 11_1.‘ob_seu1:eA .
. X : : ~influence in ‘their
] neighborhood. As an instance of :
may mention the “samédh” (cenotaph) of a J4t, one Jesng of one class, I
miracles made such an ‘impression on the Delhi ‘ee ‘e»sflatf’h:“.,—a' saint whose -
bestowed on him .a grant of land near:his native H}ﬁelo? AOf the da}’, that he
fifteen miles north-east of the city of Bikdnir Thew ta%e Malasar, situated
title and the deed of grant preserved. In seven fvillaese: o :lm‘lfl he]é e 5§hls
Jesnath’s dead descendants have been established ang h'mlq B omadhs ”.of
a rupee on the birth of 'y child withi o 18 JIVING 076 Tecelve
rup of every child within the circle, one seer of “:oh{”’ on the -
birth of a calf, half a seer for a young buffalo, and two pice for a fid ontae
. Unless byyway of sacrifice at temples of the sanguinary deities 1;0 animal
may be killed ‘near any of the shrines, priests of which plead th ir privi
i4d) i any one sh , SO ! vhich plead their privilege
(marj y one shows a disposition to offer violence {o a duck on their
;ca,nki’ or l? partric}l}ge in their enclosures, ¢ J uj-
' 14rs > or heroes ‘who have fallen in' d i i
neighborhood from predatory bands, or in recovei"riig tiz‘fagﬁienﬁiighig -
by them, are another class whose shrines are much respected.” They, too are
. T e o : . . . M H \
sometlmes. ‘Ja:ts : thus Bigga, a village with five' hamlets between Bikénfr
and Ratangarh, is said to derive its name from Bigga, a famous J4t who was
killed as long ago as A. D. 1315 by Rath dacoits who were carrying off the
cattle of th’e place. Many villages around cherish his memory. On the
13th of Phagan Sud (February) there is an annual f&e in his honor, and the
1?3th of every month is sacred to him. Brihmans collect from their con-
- stituent jijméns in Bigga’s name, and the people still sing ballads in his praise.
A very spirited song of _modern composition, describing his independence, .
valor, and the way he met his death, was recited to me at Bigga, ~~ =
_ Jains are in the towns fully the equals of the orthodox Hindds as regards
Jains and orthodbx Hindis. numbers a'nd Wealt}l" But’, on _the,: Part‘ of t,he o
] latter there is a strong . feeling against them, as
shown by the saying, not. peculiar to Bikénir, ““that 4 Hindd had better be
overtaken by a wild elephant than shelter himself in'a Jain temple, and to
escape a tiger he may mot run through the shadow of it.” - There are seven
¢ uphsaras ’ -or Jain monasteries in Bikanir. A list of them will be found
under « Crry,” and their teaching will be spoken of under “EpucaTioN.” ‘
The Musalméns of Bikénfr are- insignificant in number and.importance.
Musalméns. . They however, maintain five small mosques within
L 3 ~ the city and one or two outside. In these, prayers
are regularly said on Fridays; and there are several others ‘which are unused.
There. are .2 good many Musalmén sepoys, chiefly Saiyads and Kéim
Khénis. . . s
Perhaps the most ¢

Local shrines,

Jujbars.

urious religious gect in the state is that of ‘the Alali%
YTt ‘ . -girs founded by Lalgir Nég4. . He was the son 0
Alekglrs. . ... a Chamér of Sulkanis,a village of Bikénir on the
Jaiptr border.- When five years old, he was carried off by a Négd or military
" monk, who made him his disciple (cheld) and gave him the name he became
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known by, Fifteen years after Lélgir returned to Salkania with his gnird, the
Nigd, who, discovering that he was the son of a Chamdr, abandoned him and
e me 0 Do et @ toat@aser ovpaneT e -

fo coustruct a fine well at his native village. The well being completed,ube
returned to Bfkénir, where he began to gather a following, notwithstanding
that he made no gecret of his being a Chamér by birth,

. He denounced idqllntp' and taught his t:nl]o‘wlcrs to call nnl‘y on the Incom-
"' . . .. P .o . . R
ment in this life to purity, untroubled contemplation, and serenity (saf, chit,
anand). ‘There wasno future state : heaven and hell (that is, happiness or misery)
were within, and may be made independent of, external circumstances, but all
perishes with the body, which is finally resolved into the elements, and man
lins no immortal part, Peace in Lfe and a good name after it were the sole,
but sufficient, inducements to the practice of virtue.

His principal disciple was Lachhi Rém, chief steward of a powerful Réni
and father of Mén Mal of the present "Bikénfr Council. In Sambat 1001
Lachhf Rim, prompted by his gidrd, began the splendid Alak Ségar well at
Bikénfr, which was finished in 1909,

One day Mahérdjd Ratan Sing was going to the temple of Lachmi
Nfrfin, when Lilgir snccringly asked him what was to be got there. The
Mabfrdjs, ged nt this i , expelled Lflgir from Bikfinfr and threw
his book, which contained abuse of Hinddism, into water. LAlgir went to
Jaipdr, whenee he wrote letters ealling upon his faithful disciples to assume
the garb of sanctity (“bhagwén libds,” clothes of a red color worn by Didd
panthis, &c.) snd become jogfs. His disciples obeyed,and the sound of « Alakl”
“ Alak1” resounded on all sides.  In 1908, Mahérdjd Sarddr Singh noticed the
schism, and the excitement occasioned therely, and ordered the expulsion from
the state of all the Alakgfrs. Those of weak faith abaundoned the pre-
scribed dress and habits and remained quietly at bome, but Lachbi Rim kept
steadfasty a ¥ =0 2T STy MR T T 1Rt LT T e
destroyed, 1°* L A . » e H
minister of © ¢ 1 * . . '
arcetics and - : L . .
the st arc Lo . . " Lt

. H ' . . B
1emselves a Jain sect, snd resperm, eesh

ary of their founders dend. Sius of 2s

last gdrd, and the full moon of Asirh: on these dsys ther v alms anZ
visit the cell of their founder. There is no grf now, b ¥ 1 varshs =
should appear he would be accepted. -
Bfkanir is the only large town in the glate, Jtr pomritiem 2
suburbs, 33,608, It is rurromeuel

Tows,

in the western part of the state; latitude 28 Tt 7

Chdrd, on the Jaipir border, latitude 25* 20 o
Iation something under 10,000, JHeve dhe e ~
Hirsdr, and Gurgén marts and Bikoir 242 Solv
another.



T

since the mutiny, no_ doubt produces nearly. everything, énd it must be -

excluded from statements intended to apply to the country generally
About twenty-five acres can be ploughed each season by o od pair of
bullocks. Camels are used as much as,Iz)tndgin many places mgg; ?hggo?)u?lzll:;lg ’
to dvaw the plough, and buffaloes and even. donkeys, especially in Ami]’)garh are
used for the same purpose. A fair crop of bjré yields five British maunds .
to the acre ; but T am unable to give the out-turn for different kinds of
lands. Qegemﬂ_y speaking, the quality of the - cultivated soil -varies but
little, for it is so light that the surface is always shifting from the effects’of
?;hc wind, and the fine blown deposits, which act as manure, tend to equalize
its productive power. , .
Rotation of crops is, I believe, practised so far that bajra usually follows
moth. Perhaps the best-known division of land is into uneven (£i2s) and level
(soin dhartt), the latter being much more valued than the former. -

Land being unlimited the holdings are large; but.I cannot tell how -
Iarge a holding is equivalent to Rs. 8 a month,
nor have I much to record regarding ‘the lind
tennres.  But I have heard it remarked that in consequence of land being so
plentiful, and owing to the wretched revenue system worth so little, there is no -
struggle for shares (biswés) as in the adjoining British districts. - Cultivators
sometimes take leases from the village proprietors, rent being probably fixed
yearly, To oust a cultivator before the succession of crops is complete, that
is after he has prepared the land for bijra by growing moth upon it, is, I believe,
thought unjust. ‘ o
The rents charged by the Bhdmia thékurs are realized- from the
cultivators in various ways. . In .one village.
TUENT RATES. where enquiries were made th)er-“ begdrs” (or village
servants at the beek of the thikur) paid a third of their crop; while the Jats
paid from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 a family, according to the number of a household, -
in addition to a third of the crop. Ten rupees for seventy or eighty bighds isa
common rent for Banias to charge when they hold villages in farm, while.
smaller village proprietors often take but one-fourth the crop, or, if they supply
plough cattle, balf. : o
The Darbér’s revenue rates, which are really rent rates, in fiscal villages -
are Rs. 10 for a hundred bfghés (about twenty-four acres) from Jéts, and a rupee
or two less from Réjpdts, Brihmans, and other favored castes. Where -
there is a spring barvest, from one-fourth to one-seventh is taken.’ This * -
of course does not free the land for the autumn crop, whereas in ’I‘,lbzl]and
it occasionally bears twice in the year. In some villages the darbdr takes-
one-fourth of the auturn crops from Jéts. It must, however, be remembered
that these rates are -supplemented by other irregular taxes whenever a good
.year makes it possible for the villages to pay more. ] o
imals of Bikanir are

It is a remarkable fact that the domestic an ' :
generally either finer or more serviceable than

Carras. those of any other part of India. L
The horses, if not fine, are strong and. wiry ; and I have known a very

ordinary-looking mare carry its rider eighty miles through sand one d_a%v ax}:ld :
fourty the next, and then without a rest continue moderate dmly journeys: Well-
fed nding camels will do even more than this. They ‘do not, however,'thymna k

well out of the sandy tract. .~ -
Something will be said regarding the Darb

LisuMENTS.” Thethékurs all breed horses, some 0 .

at Pokhar forsale. The best camcls are those of the Johar jung

TexURES,

f which they send to. the ’fair »
le near Bikanir

4’s studs under “ StaTe EstaB- -
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city, and the finest cattle come from the north, where animals colored and
spotted like the Englich breeds are often met with, The Bhatoer or
Hénéméngarh buffalocs are said {o be very good, as indeed are all the cattle
of that region. Pdgal cows are famous for their milk and ghi. The shecp of

. the district about and west of Bikénir city are the largest, 1 believe, in India,
and the grazing is so good that the mutton in the early part of the year
is scarcely inferior to gram-fed. I am unalle to estimute the number of
cattle in the state with any approach to accuracy, but from statistics furniched
by the Darbr and from general report, it would appear that to the north
they are most + thus in Andpgarh there are said to be an average
of eleven head of large cattle to a house and ten of sheep and goats, In
Hintiméngarh (i. e., Bhatner) large and small avernge twelve to a house, in Tibi
but seven, while to the sonth in Chtrfi and Sujéngarh they average but four to
& house. The number of larze and the number of small scem to be generally
pretty equal; but as the country has mot yet got over the effects of the
extraordinary famine of 1868-69, these figures should probably be trebled
in order to obtain the average number of ordinary times, except to the north
where the mortality was less. The camels during the famine suffercd hittle,
a8 was to be expected, and the sheep comparatively little, as they can live
upon the roots of the grass; many of the lambs, however, died, 'The horsea
being the property of the well-off more could be done for them than for
the wrotched kine, of which it was estimated that nine-tenths perished
for want of food and water. The average price of good plough bullocks is
Re. 20 each.

Owing to the isolated position of Bfkaufr, the demand for labor in recent
years for public works in British territory has not
affected the price of labor in Bfkénir, and four
annas a day for skilled and two annas for unskilled labor are still the normal
rates:

‘WAGIS AXD DAT-LABORERS

Just before the rains of 1873 prices were

Price CUBRENT,
very high.

Moth was . - - 28 seers,
M’jrﬁ e S . . - 16}
ung, jéwir
Ty } - - S
Wheat - - - 18,
Ghi - . - 1,
WetonTs AND MEASTRIS, The scer of the city and towns and the tol€ and

mésh{ are three-fourths the British weights of the
. same name.
The kos is two thousand *“phonds™ or double paces of about five and s
half feet each. ‘Lhe bigh4 is reventy cubits square,
usts arc often a preat scourge. The year after that of the great
Buionte, yroons, axp fumine crops were extensively destroyed by them,
. puOTANTS. When rains are excessively heavy, the geed sown
in the light sand is washed away and scarcity follows. Hut want of pain
is the great gource of famine, and crops fail from this caure at lesst nnea by
four years,~1 speak only of local failures. Such a wide-reachioge visitation ps
that of 1665.69, when there seemed no place to fly to, does not orcur plten,
and when it occurs forms an era by which dates are calenlated in the villay,
The wild vegetable substances used for human food, copueislly during
fm.nm_&,]mll be found epecified under “ Fosests”  QF these * Lhusbi? §5 the
principal.
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owhere was the great fa,m’me of 1868-69 miote fédrfully felt 'thzin"' :
The Inst famine, : i'?ﬂcémr. Early in October 1868 te star;riﬁ‘rr E;S .
X : oot s into- WIS, - $
Sujéngarh and the nei“bborﬁogzl z(;tﬂﬁ'kl n(lit? the towns, and the Seths in
soon exhausted S ablished ‘small relieffunds, which wei
‘ wsted.  Bub a certain amount of food was dailv distr s ch were .
of the well-to-do merchaute, - The thilurs s wag'daily d_ustsmbuted by many .
for their ryots; moreover, e e nl};;:l:}}:zx;at%gllex‘allly Jlll;laﬂ', and did little
the v} bad perhans. oo treaty ey themselves had received from -
towatds thoie depenzle}nt;;, an intelligent villager remarked, hardened them
A tank was begun by th Todn , . o
a few weeks, and .bx?b a sny;a]l esginc})fmx;lz));g rl ﬂllﬁzuﬁé;sed fquév qnt of funds in
g‘x}l rlel_xtcf; Works]. The Mahdrijs, however,jdilstriiutéflrf:c?é] fo’f') zZIP;?mﬁiit ‘
The kitehen, w tich at first was at Bikénfr, had emoved several miles off
m consequence of the numbers of dead ’al;d t(i)ylz‘)s; e_rr}flzg}c}ri%e}vreml}m;les 'Oi}f:
starvation, sickuess, and emigration, Bikénir lostbi)erméht;nt]b ;;olfe'g;t
2{121{2;211 0{ 511‘5 populgtwn. JO(LE tlicse, judging from notes made at :Z distribntiig
f , 18 per cent. were Jits, Réjpht: Lintt extrac:
tion : the rest were of low cast,e. ipfis, and Muhan;madans‘ of Ragpvut ex@xac-_
The cattle in many places were redu i "

, n many pl ced to less tha b '
they were, espeeially in the western part of the sta‘cel :ntggfe Yi‘;fnfll)zﬂ:vigfqlhzz
the principal thikur but 200 head were remaining out of 4,300 alive before
the famine. In the principal cattle districts, those of Bhatner aud the neigh-
boring parganas, the loss was not so heavy; but throughout the whole state
1t 1s proh:ﬂ?le that the eattle were reduced by nimz-’cenths.c I S

1,‘110 distress wns augmented by the pressure for revenue exerted. by the
Darbdr, by the excessive fines and other modes of raising or'saving money.
such as the seizure of grass and grain for r4j purposes, the arbitrary “eduction
of the price carrent, &e. I am sorry to say, too, thab the engagement to remt
transit dues on grain was to a great extent disregarded. I

The price of grain in Bikdnfr went gradually up to 6 seers the rupee,
and there was little difference between the prices of the different kinds. .
TWithin the memory of living men, after a succession of bountiful harvests,
stored ““ moth,” which Banias wished to get rid of, has been sold for a rupee-
the camel load, and just before the famine bdjrd was 85 seers (British) and
moth at 45 seers. The people consider that a famine has begun’ when béjré
is ab 15 seers. Then ten men will divide 2 seers of moth between them and -
mix it with berries for their one daily meal. In the terrible famines the very -

oy . , ¢ 3, s 732 - . R '
trees tell of the prevailing misery, for the “ khejri”’ are. seen stripped; not
only of their Jeaves but to a great extent of their bark, to supply .food to. the
starving. . C :
. There are no made roads in Bikénir, with the exception of a'mile or so

COMMDRIGATIONS. near th_e c}ty in the ‘direction ‘of Gajner‘,,. All

ourneying involves a struggle through the ‘heavy

sand, which however in the tracks of carts and camels is beneath the surface

somewhat hardened by pressure. Goods are: of course carried on' camels, bab
the ronds though heavy are quite passable for carts if sufficient traction-power
be applied ;. and the rich travel with greab comfort in the easy country “rath?”
or light travelling cart, lines of which ‘dvawn by magnificent bullocks ‘are
often meb with. The principal routes are as*follow :—~ - B
- ~Trom Bikindy to Ajmdr, about 150 miles: . 7
Bikanir to Deshnuk, 16 miles; shops and good water at Deshnuk.' .
Deshnuk to Charkara, 20 thiles; shops and good water. .
“Rest of journey through Jodhpur territory. . .
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From Blldntr to Bikwdlpir, about 150 miles.

Bikénir to Badrésar, 15 miles; good water, but no shops,

Karnfear, 14 miles; water bad; no shops,

Pigal, 20 miles; water good and shops (a line bere branches off to
Jmﬂlmfr)

Maujgarh in Bihwélpdr territory, 60 miles; water and shops;
intervening country waste.

Fror: Bikintr to Bhiwdni, 180 miles.

The places are not marked on the map, and the distances are therefore
not given in miles.

Bikénir to Karnisar, 12 kos; water good and shops.

K4éld, 12 kos; water good and shops,

Bahddursar, 16 kos, ditto.

Sarddrgarh, 8 kos, ditto.
Renf, 14 kos, ditto.
Réjearh, 14 kos, ditto,
Khiird Kot, 8 kos, ditto.

Bikinfr to Sirsd, 160 miles.

Bikénir to Malhésar, 10 kos; water good nnd shops,
Kharf, 12 kos, ditts
Nathwin, 8 kos, good water but no shops
Sai, 14 Los 3 bad water and no shops.
SlxeLb51r 16 kos; good water and shops,
Pald, 16 ditto,
Nohnr, 18 Los, dltbo
Jam4lki, 10 kos, in British territory.
Tuel is procurable everywhere but on the Ntk
curable at Pdgal alone. The *“kos” is slightly und;
the Bikén{r topo raphical survey is finished precisior. &
possible, T prefer giving some in *“ kos” ratber thux:
Captain Burton’s report for 1872.73 coutaiz
extremely interesting on Bikdnfr commerce Ar xiamor
Appendix: had it atrised carlier it would have sk
have written on the subject. ,
I have already mcnhoncd the vscless

Miszsavp QUARRILS. worked

™
covery jn Sambat 1509 (A, D 15500 e
The red sandstone quarries of Khér, thr—
are eight in number, four of wihic &
Musalméns, The stone is execlles. o
bundreds of years, the excavatises srr
In all the quarries, at a degm
issues from erevices in the r«/'r_
Fifteen and a half maunds of #ic
Rs. 4-5-0, of which the quarryie: po
Re. 1-5.0,
The * Mdltdni n({!f" o § T e
Kaldth, employ x twenty.
the Darlér takes Re,
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taken away in the course of the year, but- I suspect that is an under-estimate,
as m two days I myself meb seven or-eight hundred camels laden ‘with
mitt on their way to Sirsd, where it sells, I was told, at one rupee a maund.
. Limeis excavated near most of the towns: it is generally soft and'\vefy
inferior to the lime of J aiptr. . That which the city depends on comes chiefly
from the north. The village of Jhlldsar, a few miles from Bikénir, is main-
tained by the trade. A siliceous conglomerate (Zur Liriya), is used to some
extent for building, and in the ravines near the city beds of a red-and very
tenacious elay is found, which is used for plastering mud houses and givesa
curious appearance to parts of the city. o .
The principal manufactures are those of blankets and sweetmeats: the
Intter of course from imported sugar, which is
worked up into a great variety of sweetmeats so
superior to any produced clsewhere that large quantities are exported. Rain
water is used 1n refining the sugar, and not that of the deep wells as bas been
supposed.  ““ Ghi,” wool, and cattle are exported to a considerable ‘extent, and
picce-goods, ““ kirand* (groceries), jewelry, and metals, precious and other,
are the chief imports; but it is extremely dificult to ascertain. particulars
regarding the trade with any accuracy. See pages 185 and appendix: ‘
Lixcept by the officials who plunder the people,
little money is made in Bikénir. ,
The piece-goods and other local trade is chiefly in the hands of Aggar-
41as, and there can be no further profitable investments for realized capital.
TFormerly, by grants of lands at favorable rates, immunity from custom dues,
and other encouragements, merchants have been induced by the R4ja of the
day to scttle in new towns and invest money in building and agriculture;
and there is no doubt that if the merchants could trust- the Darbir, many
would be glad to take grants of waste lands, attract cultivators, and. thus, by
diminishing the vast unutilized tracts, to contribute in the best. possible way
to the prosperity of the state. Co
At present the wealth brought into the country by the merchants whose
houses of business areat the great seats of commerce is expended chiefly in
great entertainments of Brihmans or of the castes of the owners, or it 1s
hoarded in the shape of jewels and ornaments. The- Darbar unlq often
gladly borrow a few lakhs, but its credit is so bad that speculators, will now
rarely lend to it, . . o o
A school, which contains three hundred students in qusmn and Hindj, has
recently been established. Previously the only places
of education were the temples, Jain monasteries, and
of “ patshdlds.” At the Jast the sons of many of thewgalthy qnerchants ar(ela
taught to read, write, and cipher. Their whole school equipment 15 2 l}oard,fﬂ})l :
a bit of wood, and their studies are usually conducted on a shz}dy— side of 1‘; e
street. The “ patshdlds” are not so well atf:ended’ now as formerly, for Wlltl ”i
the last fifteen years it has become the fashion to take. thg, boys frofnla sc oof
immediately after marriage and send- them' to their parents d1§t_ani; IOEGH?S 00.
business, thus fitting them to take a part in mercantile OPe}‘atl‘l)ll}S; aAet Yﬂie
extended, at an age when they used to begin their apprenté@est Igh i
« patshdlds” a course of letter-reading-and fz.ctz’qunfcs;tz}kes a %uf : tl}fe gv bole
The school fees amount to six maunds of bdjrd and Rs. 8-cas ! or dd'te'onai' ,
period. The wealthy pay in the shape. of a present about Rs.dl. g a dl~ ;n -
At the “updsards” or Jain mouasteries. Sanscrit 1s. studied, an '(;;ﬁ've
that I entered I found the priest, who was courteous aud_}(j}pmmlzrgl raph'};'
and ready to permit access to his large. Sanscrit library, teaching geog o

TRADE AXD MANKUFAOTURIS.

CATITAL AND INTEREST.

EDGCATION.
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from a curious map {which showed the concentriec oceans aud continents lakhs
of kos nacross) and history to match. A copy of the map was sent fo the
Kensington Exhibition "of 1871, and attracted some notice. At one or two
mosques the Kordn, I believe, is taught to a few boys.

The temples distribute something to the poor. ~During the great famine
I saw the bungry getting relief at one, but their
cost to the state and the public is altogether out
of proportion to the charity they dispense.

The palace, the Jain * updsards” (monasteries), particularly one called the
“ Achdrajf Gatehks,” and the Dhun{ N4th temple
contain tl ds of Sanscrit ipts, which,
1 believe, are being catalogued by o competent pandit with a view to making
public their character and contents,  Although one would expect to find suspi«
cion and prejudice rampant in a remote state like Bikénfr, it is remarkable
that none of the objections to making libraries accessible met with elsewhere
were offered in Bikénir, The Mahdrdji at my request ordered the chests of
books which had Jain for generations untouched to be opened, and examination
showed that some had actaally turned to dust from lapse of time, though fusects
had been kept from them. Many of these books were bought by Réjé Anidp
Singh when the Emperor Aurangzeb was destroying every Sansent work he
could lay his hands on. At Bfkénir they were safe from everything but time.
In the Jain monastery, Achimjf Gatchkd, when I expressed a hope that the
Srf Pji or Jain priest would not object to his books Leing rendered available
to the public, his reply svas: Examine them by all means; the more you
work n well the purer the water.” At Bhatner in A. D. 1847 General
Cunningham saw o number of palm-leaf manuscripts believed to be Jain.
They are not now there. It is desirable that their fate should be discovered.
The completion of the catalogues above referred to probably depends upon
the sustained interest shown in it.*

The total revenue and expenditure for the Sémbat year 1920 (A. D.

872-78) is shown in_ the following statement

supplied by Captain Burton, Assistant Agent,
Governor General :—

CHARITABLE INSTITCTIONS.

Loeavrzs.

Revexer AXD EXPENDITTRE.

® In 1873.74, Dr, G. Bubler of Bombay, mada a tour through Western Réjpltans iz sexsch

of Samhrit manuscripts. Lilofr faruished many valvable books From the Eija’s Ltrzey
copies of very rarevedie works, ameng then the Pritisaklyas of the Atharra Veda, 232 s
Nitya sistra of Bharata were obtained. Demdes, one hundred and twenty maruseg
rehased for Government referring chiefly to the Jaina religion, But alio some exees2
Seshmantical booke, mch 21 Yuza purdna of the Gargf Sanshita and & larse porimn of
& Uandlia commentary of the Késika Vritts were secured.  (dniatic Society’s Jouaaly.
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LAND REVCNUE, The’ land revenue, or at least the portion 'paid
© & . by thikurs holding estates under grant, is called
©oo o T “rakm” : L. ST
A§ :xlrfmdy detailed under * RENT RATES,” it is realized partly in cash and -
partly in kind, and does not consist wholly of the rental or a part of it, but is
supplemented by a number -of miseellancous taxes, which are.il'reml]al'l); levied -
very much at the pleasure of the district collectors. Exclusive bof cesses for .
village expenses, I have met with twenty different kinds, though T believe that
not more than thirteen are levied from any one class, A list of the supple-
mentary taxes will be found in an Appendis. -
No settlement of the land revenue has ever been made, except with some
of the principal thékurs,* a detail of which will be found at ‘page 79 of -
Part I." In the Tibi pargana, which was granted by the British Government
~to Bikdunfr in 1861, the Darbdr at first cancelled the settlement, which had
several years to run; bub after a great deal of discussion the darbir was
induced to respeet it, and to defer the date of its expiry for as many years
beyond the date originally fixed as after the transfer of the -villages it had
remained in abeyance. . .
Captain Burton thus deseribes the mode of collecting the revenue in -
fiscal villages :— - ~ , o
“ Collections are usually made in the following manner. Just before the -
“revenue becomes due the tahsilddr (usually called havilddr) summonses
““the ryots or ¢ chaudhris’ of villages and the leading mahijans of the
““pargana, and on their arrival demands a certain large sum from each -
¢ village : negotiations ensue, and end in the mahdjan advancing the amount
““ agreed on to the tahsildars, who (generally) instead of remitting it at once to
¢ the eapital make use of it in private investments. The mahdjan then becomes
““the collector of the revenue of the villages for which he bas paid, and, as a
“ matter of course, is assisted by the tahsilddrs, who furnishes him with horse -
“and camel men to enable him to oppress and despoil the ryots.. In some -
¢ tahs4ls the mah4jan agency is more resorted to than in others. The collection.
“ in kind are made in a similar arbitrary manner. The unfortunate ryot is left
“ to the mercy of the havildér and the appraiser who accompanies him to in-
« gpect the erops.” o ) . D
In the villages held under grant as jigirs the Darbar levied cesses in
addition to the sums taken by ‘the grantee. The
Cumas. villages, which are very numerous, were "divided
into circles, called “ chirfs,” in which no rdj official was 're%"ularly resident.
But at a certain season of the year a person, called “ chirfiyat,” was appointed
to make a tour in each * chird,” where he had almost unrestrained power to
collect all he could under various heads, which left nothing untogched a,pd'
could be added to almost at pleasure. . R T
The hékims over the fiscal villages, rapacious as they are, yet live among
the people, and to some extent feel themselves bound not qglte,tg I‘Lm}’ ﬁhil;
parganas. Bub there was no check on the greed of the lchua.)r]*:"i ) ZV :
paid only periodical visits and who were unshackled by ruf esii pr e ﬁ(’)utgﬁ'
against these people was very great and one of the causes o t.eh ;;a ec oo
amongst the jagirdér thikurs. D’Tn/der t';he settlement‘madeb‘ﬂ?th k en:.i the’
last two pages of Part I) the « chirdyat” system was ffo be abolishe _.a:n e

imentions the settlement of the Han@iméngarh .

e e e o e ot with ¥ ¢ thikurs on the principle -of that ﬁrsg‘t

pargina and an .almost general settlement with th
introduced., . .
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o e S The land revenu -t least ] tion paid

LAND REVENOL. & or- at least the portion pai
© by thdkurs holding estates under gralr)lt, is caplle%'

DI ({4 l'ﬂkm-” “ o T X ) -

As already detailed under  RENT RATES,” it is realized partly ; :
parbly in kind, and does not consist wholly of the rental or ZIL) parz g? 1013 S%u?;nig
supplemented by a number -of miscellancous taxes, which are‘ii'regularbi’levied
very much at the pleasure of the district collectors. Exclusive of cesses for

village expenses, I have met with twenty different kinds, though I believe that
not more than thirteen are levied from any one class, A list of the supple. #
mentary taxes will be found in an Appendix. S
No scttlement of the land revenue has ever been made, except with -some -
of the principal thikurs,¥ a detail of which will be found at page 79 of
Part I In the Tibi pargana, which was granted by the British Government
~ to Bikdnir in 1861, the Darbér at first cancelled the settlement, which had .
several years to run; but after a great deal of discussion the darbar was -
induced to respect it, and to defer the date of its expiry for as many years
beyond the date originally fixed as after the transfer of the villages it had
remained in abeyance. :

Captain Burton thus deseribes the mode of collecting the revenue in
fiscal villages :— . ' L

¢ Collections are usually made in the following manner. Just before the -
“yrevenue becomes due the tabsilddr (usually ecalled havilddr) summonses
““the ryots or ¢ chaudhris’ of villages and the leading mahdjans of the
“pargana, and on their arrival demands a certain large sum from each .
¢ village : negotiations ensue, and end in the mahdjan advancing the amount
“agreed on to the tahsilddrs, who (generally) instead of remitting it at once to
““ the capital make use of it in private investments. The mahdjan then becomes |
¢ the collector of the revenue of the villages for which he has paid, and, as a
““ matter of course, is assisted by the tahsild4rs, who furnishes him with horse -
“and camel wen to enable him to oppress and despoil the ryots. In some
¢ tahsfls the mah4jan ageney is more resorted o than in others. The collection
“in kind are made in a similar arbitrary manner. The unfortunate ryot is left
“to the mercy of the havilddr and the appraiser who accompanies him to 1n-
“ gpect the crops.” _ ) X -
In the villages held under grant as jégirs the Darbir levied cesses in
addition to the sums taken by the grantee. The
: Crtnas. villages, which are very numerous, were -divided -
into circles, called “ chirds,” in which no 14j official was regularly resident.
But at a certain season of the year a person, called ¢ chirdyat,” was appointed
o0 make a tour in each ¢ chird,” where he had almost unrestrained power tfo -
collect all he could under various heads, which left nothing unl?ouehed and
could be added to almost at pleasure. 4 . :
The hakims over the fiscal villages, rapacious as they are, yet live among
the people, and to some extent feel themselves bound nob qgﬂ:e,t(/) ruin thi—“,
parganas. But there was no check on the greed of the ¢ chlyayalfs: ;V °
paid only periodical visits and who were unshackled by rules. The ﬂ?ut?r) 4
against these people was very great and one of the causes .of the 'dlia- ec 101;‘
amongst the jégirdér thikurs. - Under the settlement made with & epa - (1;Slee
last two pages of Part I) the ¢ chirdyat” system was to be abolished and th

‘ gings ' ; ‘ it of the Hanﬁxﬁéngm‘li .
- % The last annual report of the Sijjangarh Agency mentions the settlement of arh
pargana an:(ll an almostp general settlement with -the thikurs on tye principle of ﬁhat» hrs? .

introduced.
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jégir villages to pay revenue to their jagirdére only, but I fear the enpud
ment has been partly evaded. The system of taxing jégir villagra extensive by
is, s0 far as 1 know, peculiar to Bikénir. It would not be tolerted hy e
important thikurs of the adjoining states.

The following figures show the comparative state of the collectinne of Yol

revenue within nine years, viz., from Sambat 1%
COLLECTIONS OF LAXD REVENTE. - 4 4
to 1926 (A. D. 1870) :—

Eambat, TYear A D, Amount Bambdat, TearA ™
1018 1862 Ds. 379,270 | 1923 1867
1019 1863 w 416,07 1028 1868
1920 1861 » 6,067,820 1 1925 18
1921 1865 » 42140 1926 1300
1922 1866 » 4,714,967

Generally speaking, about o third of this revenne i= devivad from e
villages and the rest from the estates of the thihurs
‘The second 1tem of revenue is the customs, which, as showr h“.“\"
several items besides castoms prone
Coemons 1926 (A. D. 1570) the colloatinns v
amounted to Re. 421,100, derived from the following sanne
Customs proper, i. ¢, import and export duties of the £ty ==
market, mcludmg sums derived from faire in the nviseree tF

city and some miscellaneous taxes on trade  wm - -

From the outposts connected with the city mandi ~ - -
Collections made in the district custors sistiazs = - -
Temu N

Other taxes included under # Crstoms "— N

“Chauth zamfn,” or tax op the sale o kanl o w=v -

sale-proceeds - - - . -
“Rholf,” or tax on the adopiisn of sz — -
“Qafmil,” or proceeds of enelrimed promer .
Miscellaneous ttems .. - —-— = -
- T 14
e
A detailed statemext o ‘l"’
coming. Under ““ Crrx X - ’,t_ *
yield. - - "_rt
Captain Bartrz ke .- . ":
on the above taxes, £ meiem 2 mmm 27 - ”ii' ¢
they were levied, =4 = Tl - oot
among the tases o mxr - wheat
on opium timetzo: T ¢ and
dependent ¢z 23 =il . it

For st of pinerzze. = " re
Neargy re oo, -y
Thon ST ms o

e — -
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o th%l:;; tigﬁzi?g:;ttgttlilgrtﬁ-zz 1s, quite fgnc;fu,]i a;n'd' m.thg followillgj notice
tablishments the classification of fhe darbér is disregarded. ‘
During the lat.tcr part of the Iate Mahdrdjd Sarddr Singh’s life-tithe {he-
' '3:%:::;25&?[&0‘1 Of,f {psﬁz’)@e was carried on in'a yery
_ > and unsatistactory. manner, ief per
mitted all sorts of persons to interfere in both civi}lr anc)i1 ncf;imihtelt‘?ecglslézf I:iillci
a few words sent through a gold' (or slave) were sufficient to subvert” the
decision of the minister in any ease or under any circumstances. o
.. The system of selling offices, and of allowing officials to absorb wealth by
dishonest means with a view to squeezing them when full, must prevent both
revenue or judicial administration from being satisfactory. Now and then‘a -
minister, either from virtue or superstition, swears that place shall bring him
no scereb gain, but the community think a native is quite virtuous enough if
in cases entrusted to him he favors and takes money from one party onlyaand
that from the party who should justly win and does win. Since the déath of
Mahdrija Sarddr Singh the Council has established three courts— - )
lst.—A revenue court (kacheri, m4l). 4 B
Rnd.~—A criminal court (faujdary).
3rd ~—A civil comrt (diwdni). - .

The two first only settle unimportant cases. Others are determined by
the Administrative Council of the state, which consists of five members (vide
“ OrrrciaLs ). ‘ S

The troops have, since the death of the late Mah4rdja in 1872, been a
good deal reduced. Their cost is now less than a -
lakh a year, but this is exclusive of the horse and
foot employed in the distriets and forts. The detail is as follows :— o

Covnys.

ARMY AND YOLICE.

Men, Rs.
Horse .. o ... 228, cost 4,440 monthly.
Foot - .. 593 , 3448 do.
Pensioners, &e. w 46 , 460 do.
ToTAL w 867 .. 8,348monthly,

and between thirty and forty guns of various sizes. The additional horse and
foot in the distriets number 1,060 ) : .
The pay of the foot varies from Rs. 2 to 5 a month. The district horse,
called ¢ Sillahposh, ” get Rs. 2 a month and rations. Their officers, about 350 -
in number, are rather a remarkable body, being Parihdr R4jpiits descended from |
“the men ¢ whose first leader was Bikd, Master of the Horse during his struggle, =
four hundred years ago, for the terrifory which forms the Bikénir State.” -
They consider their #itle to pay and maintenance out of the revenues of -
Bilkinie as strong as the Mahirdjd’s to the chiefship. ¢ Tdro pdth, mdro
thath? (dignity yours, service ours) is their motto. 4 B -
The other horse is chiefly Réthor. . Half the infantry .ave foreign Hin-
diisténis and are known as ¢ Pardesis” and of the yest many are Kéim Khdnis
(a class of Musalméns of Rjpit origin to be hereafter spoken of in the Jaipir
Gazetteer), of Rajpit origin, and Saiyads who have had a firm footing ever
since Kardn Singh’s time (sec History, page 37). The artillery have little
practice, but could use their guns tolerably. There are troops furmsh_ed by3\
the jégirdars, who pay “rakm” or revenue in commutation of such serviee. .-°
TFormerly the poor prisoners were unregistered and lived by charity,- the
' \ kotwsl merely guarding them. The low-caste
. - JazLs. . ones were sometimes chained up like dogs.in- f;h’e
open plain unprovided with kennels, others were cginﬁned in the. k?ﬁw?-h,
and Hhn hetfer olnesn the fort. where] thoueh space was narrow- and sanitation
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disregarded, suflicient food was supplied. Their place of confinement, called -
€ Netdsar,” has been for many geoerations the state prison.  Latterly,
through the influence of Captain Burton and Pandit Manphl, 'improvements
have been ‘effected.  Most. of the prisoners are now kept in the kotwili, where
some work and receive extra food, and all get a sufliciency both of food and
clothing, while the sick are well cared for. Long-termed prisoners are now
confined ina place called the * Dharmpura,” but none of these three places
deserve the name of jail: they are simply lock-ups.

Biorfs, Minas, and Thoris are the criminal classes of the state, They are
often maintained and employed by robber thiknrs,
who supply them with horses and camels and
coneeal the plunder, The principal temples, the residences of saints, and the
quarters of the prineipal thikurs and the Mahérdj8’s near relations are all
sancetuaries (sarnf) ;. but they arc not inviolable, for even Deshnuk, the
most sacred in the state, has within the last four years been disregarded on o
erimi ' T oo torm o = T %y a British court of justice.
For1

Cantrsaz crasses.

until the time of Mahfriji
Mot Gaj Singh, who ruled in Bikfnir from 1746 to
" 1787.  Prior to his time the current coin was the
Tarrdkh Shéhi rupee. It is said that the imperial sanction was given to the
establishment of the mint at Bikanfr, but probably at that period it was not
thought worth asking for. However, the coins were struck 1n the name of the
Emperor Muhammad Shéh Alam, and continued to be so until ten years ago,
when for the name of the Dehli Emperor was substituted Queen Vietoria—
“ Aurfng4rif Hind” Silver and copper coin are both struck, but the former
alone can be considered current, as the latter vary in value and the place of
their manufacture is distinct from the mint. Rupees have been struck under
four Malfirdjés, and the “ Gaj Sh&hi,” “Sarat Shiki,” «Ratan Shib{,” and
¢ Smdéir Shihi” are all at present current.  Each coin bears the device of the
reigning Mahérdji, as well as of those who preceded him since the establish-
ment of the mint. A 'full account of the process of coining is on record in the
Sujéngarh Agency Office.

The commissariat expenses are large, as rations (peleas) are issued daily
to a number of persons, servants and others, at
Bikdnfr, and there are usually more than twenty-five
clephants and a large number of ecattle to maintain,  Moreover rations are
allowed to all the hereditary * rawirs ”” and others employed in the telisils, the
whole expenses of which, including pay, is deducted from the collections before
their transmission to the darbir, so that one important class of employees get

Loth food and pay regularly, Of e{cph.'mts

S“";:lr-’ 4ND *TEDS. there are usually (flirty, each of which reccives

Elephants. 5 k
. six maunds of grass daily and a maund of wheat
flour, a scer of ghi, nnd a seer and a quarter og mir. |

CoxaIsSARIAT.

There are studs of horses at Chipr e ¢ and
H 1 camels, north-cast ot that
ores and came of Johar, ab vhere

excellent horees and oxen and the best riding camels in India are bred.  About
three hundred mares range the brushwood, getting grain when they choose to
come to the enclocuro for it.  The eamels too roam at will, being branded and
without nose-strings.

The post office at Bikinfr is not directly under the Post Master General,
thangl he is consulted acreimnds the appointment of

Post orrict. the contractor who conveys letters from 8ujie ©
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where there is a regular post office, to Bikdnir. Ratédngarh Chdrd and Bidssar

Chird likewise have post offices under the Post Master General. The covers--.
received and despatched in the city during the first-half of 1873 were 57;750: S
The Darbdr maintains an establishment of postal‘?’y‘
] runuers; called “khssids,” under a jemaddr. :The. .
speed at which these ruuners of the desert, who are still much used by the’ -

Darbar postal establishment.

wealthy, will accomplish long distances on-foot is marvellous.® Assisted by a

camel for only a fourth of the distance (camels are posted at certain villages

on the main routes for their convenience, and they make their meals whilss
riding), they will as a regular thing travel 170 miles (100 kos is the distance

between Bikdnir and Jaipur)in three days and three nights, for which they receive -

o’

Rs. 9 but if necessary they will go that distance in forty-two hours, for which -

Rs. 52 would be paid. Usually two “ kissids” travel together in case one should

break down. * Captain Burton, quoting the jemaddr, writes: * The quickest. '

“rate ab which a kfs<id on foot has been known to travel in this country is

“ 50 kos (85 miles) in eight “pahars” (twenty-four hours). This was some years

“ago. Now a first-rate “kdssid ”” will not do more than 40 kos in that Hime.

¢ The average rate on foot is 25 or 80 kos (40 or 50 miles) without stopping.”-

There are no statistics available to show the precise number of villages in

AXCIENT XTABEE OF VILGAGES.

the present number is 1814, and there is no doubt that many have been
abandoned through mal-administration. A generation of good government
would greatly increase the population and improve the revenue. ‘

The prevailing wind in the latibude of the ciby is from the west, 50! ‘

AErEOR ACCOTNT much so that the inseriptions on old memorial
TEOROLOGICAT “7  pillars in the villages of the country are, owing

to the action of drifting sand, much more worn when they have a western

aspect than when they face any other quarter. The only.year’for which there
is any meteorological record is 1872, during which a rainfall of 10-10 inches

was reported by Captain Burton.

former times, but Bikd, whose dominions had ™ .
about the same limits as those of the state asit ' -
now is, is said in round numbers to have had 8,000 villages under his sway:

Guinea~worm is one of the commonest complaints, and in the city of

. Bilénfr syphilis is very prevalent. Few, it is said,
Drsrasss. whether men or women, have escaped it. _(;holem
~ occasionally visits the state, and 2 detachment of the Deoli force at Sujéngarh
suffered severely from * Bexi beri or the bad sickness of Ceylon” in 1868.

Dr. Moore in 1873 remarks: © Notwithstanding all that bas been said
¢ apparently tending to the contrary, Bikdnir cannot but be regarded as, for

¢« natives at least, 2 moré than ordinarily healthy locality. This bas been -
good water, -

“alrendy generally attributed to free perflation of pure air and to
* but something must be credited to the population being generally well off (7)
“in consequence of the various profitable employments which exist, and to the
¢ yeadiness of the poorer classes to fall back on the famine foods which the un-
¢ tilled tracts afford. Doubtless to natives of some other parts of India the dry
% climate of Bfkénir, and to the European the @1ghtf111 mten§1ty of the hot-
¢ weather, would render the climate extremely trying—even nati
« sunstroke and fever at this period.* The dispensary refurns, :
“Yast and former year, show a smaller rabio of malarious fevers than in many
< other places, and although both interm

“« enongh, the type does not appear usually severe; and ’
. P . - : . ., N N . ‘5 a f
* Mr. Elphinstone passing in the cold-season in 1508 through Bikénir mfh 23 1_9;;;;9‘}3;;3;21;:’ itt;;e
escort found the countrs very unbealthy; but Licutenant Botlean in May 1835 met /
sickness though the thermometer in a tent steod at 120% -

ittent and remittent are common-
spleen complications .

. -

ves dying from -
both - for the -
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“ dre not markedly prevalent, The fact, however, of these so-called mala-
.4 rious diseases prevailing at all at such n locality as Bfkénfr, where there is
¢ neither living jungle nor dead vegetation, where the rainfall is g0 small and
“ water so far from the surface, must be perhaps accepted ns an additional
“ argument to the many now advanced, that some other conditions than those
“ conveyed by the term malarious aro requisite for the production of par.
¢« oxysmal maladies, Again, guinea-worm is during some years very prevalent
“both at Bikdnfr and in neighboring villages, where the water is even
« further from the surface, facts not altegether affording eonft id
“of the opinion that the ova of the guinea-worm inbabit the siimy mud
“ on the steps of baolies or wells,

The Bfkénir dispensary, now in the second year of its progress, is situated
¢ near the Gogo Darwaza or gate of the city ; and although therefore not so cen-
“trally placed as it should be, is a spacious building and sufficiently well
“ n(lnptct{’ for the purpose: hitherto want of funds has prevented the reception
“of in.door patients. The Native doctor, Lachman Pandy, formerly at
¢ Sirob, is, it not most capable, very eareful and pains-taking, and is well
“ gpoken of by Captain Burton and the rdj officals, The institution is
« undoubtedly popular, and as time passes will certainly, if suitably maintained,
‘ become more s0.”

An English surgeon named Dr. Coleridge was resident at Bikénfe for
yenty years as the Mahfedjd’s physician. Two of his sons were also in tho
ahfiriji’s service, and more than one member of hs fanuly died at Bikdnfr.

was useful to and valued as n medical adviser by the native community ;

v the Lenefit of whom be established o small dispensary, He left for
Pogland in January 1869.

At Koldth in K4tik Punam (October) a fair takes place, at which sixty
thousand people assemble. Koldth is a place of
pilgrimage, where there is a tank which has ﬁ[tf'-
two ghiits: it is sacred to a saint named Munf Kap6l Munji. IHorses, camels,
&e, arcsold. This is the principal fair of the state.

At Korfmdesar on Bhidon Sudi 18th (Augnst) ten thousand people
assemble, but there is httle trading.

At Uderdmsar, near the city, in Bhidon Sudi Panam, a Jain fair is held ;
no trading.

At Devi Kund, the cremation tank of Bikéofr chiefs, there is a fair
in Bhédon, which lasts for a mouth, and all kinds of thipgs are sold. Tte
;:atl\cri‘ng is in honor of the last sati, o young Udeypir princess (ride ¢ Dt
Koxn”),

At  Sahancarlfo”” or “ hundred-wheeled fank,” near the city, ¢z S1a-van
4th (July) there is a fair, but little trading.
d'M Gaiculaf tank, pear the city, on Sanwan 3rd, there ix 2 G, Ent firthe
trading,

At Tareolai tank, near the city, on Sanwan Sud %k,

At 86j4n Desar, near the city, there are two fairs in the ernew 47thr oy,
. but little trading.

Tairs alro take place at the temples of Lakheiafsh, Thanitoneh, ol
Narsingha, alt in the city, in the months of Eitdon, Cher oty
respectively. .

At Dadrewa in Rajgark on 9th Bhidm (Aarue »

n Musalmin Chehan saint, named Goga, jv Belf,  Jatt"
people vicit the shrinc and go their way, Gnga Choban |-
m Rbjpdtdng and the NorthWestern Provine 3, whk e

RrrIo10TS FAIES.
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- to the north. 'He is said to have held sway wrow rianst vo the *
which was his capital Mahera.® Though ay Musalmén he'is said :}ctgaJl’la(\)rl(la '
gained hls. fame. and to have fallen in opposing Mahmid. : For more about .
him see Hissdr Gazetteer. Tod speaks of ¢ Goga-ka-thal” or Goga’s sandy
region, and in Bikénir city there is a Goga gate and Goga tank. - s
There are in the Bikdnir State 11 tahsils, consisting chiefly of fiscal
- villages, and 13 chirds, containing villages -held
, in grant. s ‘ E S
The detail is as follows :(—

FISCATL DIVISIONS,

VILLAGES ‘ ' : g
IN GRANT. s
2 Lo
Names of - ‘ . .
No. Names of tahsfls, &c. E] & [Total.] -+ [Total.|] principal towns REMARES.
g & and villages. - g
8y | 2 o
g| 8 Z ‘
P - = .
FlE| | |
In the Novth. ] C ‘ ) ‘
1 | Anipgarh w1 el e 15] 2 ] o
2 | Sardargarh 4 4 21 25 :
8 | Suratgarh 2 2 26 28
4 | Honimdngarh oe . 19 19 91| 110
R 6 | Tibf e e T e 42 42
6 | Siahkotf (Chird) .... 85 10 o5t .. I. 95
7 | Mah6jan (do.) vy 68 1 69
- 8 | Shekhsar 55 39 094
In the North-cast,
9 | Nohar ... W] 100 17} 117
10 . | Bahddrdn 3 13 16
In the East.
11 | Réjgarh ... 78 17 95
12 | Reni e N e .| 100 241 124
13 {Chird ... 4 5 9.
14 | Sarddr Shahr
16 | Réjfhad (Chird) ... OO I O O
16 | Sujangarh (including Bidahad)..| 193 2| 195
* 17 | Gosafnsar (Chird) ... 32 39 71
18 |{Jaisdsar  (do.} ... 43 43 886
10. | Rhejrsn__ (do)) ... | o7] 23| 80
20 | Khélss Chirs (sequestrated vil-| .. 5 5
lages). :
In the West,
21 | Magra (Chir4) 53 34 87
92 | Kharf Patt{ (Chird)... o241l 21| 45
Seattered.
93 | Haztrian (Chira) servants® .| 72} 1| 78 ' " | consisting of Char- .
24 | Akran©  (do) .. R 3| €8 | s, I’ngohits,‘ son
~ | villages. "
’ - ; . A considerable fown
25 | Ratdngarh 1 1 S held in grant by
. . Thakur Joi Singh
. of Dundled; for- .
. . : ) merly n separat
‘ Ll = 1. 1 S . 7] tabsil. ’
26 .| Pagal (a fief} 49 # 44

TorAn VILTAGES . .. [1,063.{ 984 |1,446 | 386 /1,814

4




RPART ITI.

THE DARBAR, ARISTOCRACY, AND OFFICIAL CLASSES.

The Mabfrijs of Bikénir claims to be head of the Rithor elan, and
therefore to take precedence of Jodhpir on the
grounds set, forth at pages 12 and 13 of the Ilistory.
Whether the elaim is just or not I will not undertake to say.

Fach state has at differcnt times taken possession of the eapital of the other,
Jodhptr has most often been in a position to aet as aggressor, and, in addition
to the one successful invasion, has several times besieged the fort of Bikénfr
withont suceess. The British Government, has allowed to cach state the same
salute, riz., seventeen guns. The part the Bikdnir State played in the time of
Albar, when in acknowledgment of his services in Gujrat or 1n other ways the
emperor bestowed on Rao R4i Singh extensive territortes, and it is said the
title of T4, together with the wealth that the Dakban commauds brought
into the country, raised the pretensions and expenditure of the darbir to
such an extent that even now the cffect is felt, and extravagant habits have
long prevailed which for generations have kept the state in debt, Insignia
of honor, ealled “ mAhi maratib,” were twice conferred on the Bikénir chief
by the Mighals—first, on Andp Singh after a successful campaign in the
Dakhan; and sccond, on Gaj Singh for services to the empire. The insignia
were not identical, and the precise degree of honor conferred I do not know.
In Akbar's time R4&i Singh of Bikfnir had a place on the list of man-
sabdars higher than that of any other Hindd, except the ruling family
of Amer.

It may be taken for granted that every Bikénir chief will first aim at
being recognized by the Dritish Government as
head of the Rithors, and failing that at avoiding
any settlement of the question of precedence as regards himself and the
Jodhpir chief. Wily flatterers ™ ™ 7. wec e g -
Ri Singh may again belong to . -
border villages specified at paze * . R ', o

man, he will be persuaded that these matters are not finally settled,

) On the Naurftrs of Chet and Asoj (March and September) and the Satamf
of Mfgh (January), all iu honor of Devi, the
Mabfriji goes in state to temples within the
precinets of the fort. Chet Sud 7th, Phagan Sud 11th (Febmary), he
visits the temples of Nfigniji (an aspect of Devi) and Lakshmi Naarin
respectively,

On tho full meon of Asdrh (July), called the “gur puno,” the Mahirdis
proce ds to and hips the taphs of his tors at Devi Kund, (}In
le,l‘:c k}]ﬁihéby the procession is to the Sri R4j Ratan Bibdri temple, deseribed

TIE DARBAR.

Pourteal ans,

TRE FESTIVALS.
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On the Daéﬂnﬂ the tchi(ef Toe . ' o i

. S e he, s to worship a khejrd tree:if; L

| W}gﬁ au.lllcldent of Rém Chandra’s career), 'wl?ere theeélﬂ?gm eoef’ (1]211 coeetion
wi h QITOWS, This is the only occasion on which the « méljifi meir:;?m’l} N
1nsignia received by Réjds Antip Singh and Gaj Singh from the M ib  or fish
ors are brought out. ' S e Mughal emper.
T . * - AR - . ..

When intercourse between the British _Government and Bikénir was

ARISTOCRACY. first established, there were thrée thékurs with

o e _very large estates—Mah4jan, B4hdrs Shiird
Mabdjan is about half-way betrween Bikénir aﬁ]d %hea gilgsg’ %zgdgl N ri?h.‘ ’
estate comprises nominally one hundred and forty villages, but of n -
nothing but their sites remain. STy DI O e
The Théikur of Bihadrdin at the time I h |
\ _ _ e I allude toh g
hundred villages situated on the Hissér border, and he was, ’W:iinmgirse (:cgne:an ti
plunder, in a position to be particularly troublesome to British territor?. :

Chiir@ had eighty villages, and, being on the Shekhiwsti border, had a~

good hase of operations for retaliating when forced to abandon his fort. -
Besides these three, there were, and are, no thdkurs with more than thirty"

villages, and but a few who held more than a dozen; but Bidiwats, whose =

country extends along part of the Marwér and Shekhdwati borders (see
! o _ [ 1e see “ S¢-
;ﬁgz?’i s.) , and the Sringot Bik4s, near the north-east boundary, were formid-

The Biddwats especially are addicted to plundering. o |

Mahdrdjd Sdrab Singh, great-grandfather of the present chief, was a prinee
of much vigor, and in the early part of his reign he was successful against
his encmies abroad, and reduced his thikurs to subjection at home, Chiird
was taken, custom dues were exacted from the Biddwats, many of the refractory
were deprived of their estates, and some were imprisoned and put to death.
Bub after o time the ousted owners, with the aid of others, recovered their estates, -
plundered the country, and defied the Darbir. At length the assistance of
the British Government was solicited, the treaty of 1818 was concluded, and a’
British force entered Bikdnir. It restored some twelve forts to the Darbér,
extending from near Hissir to Stjingarh, and entirely ‘re-established the
Darbar’s authority. Chid and Bébddran were both confiscated, but for many -
years there was no approach to order throughout the state. British tréops had
o co-operate with the Darbdr against the outlaws, and assistance in various
ways was accorded. '

In 1884 Major Foster was established in Jhinjond in command of the
Shekhéwati Brigade, of which one troop was composed of Bidiwats, and -
towards the expenses of which Bikénir contributed Rs. 22,000 annually. ~ ~

Major PFoster’s efficient force and his vigorous action prevented the
malcontent thélours of Bikénir from using Shekhdwati any longer as a. refuge

and a lwking place, while his neighborhood vastly increased the control-

ling power of the then chief, who was able %o raise the sum first levied

from the thékurs in lien of service by Mahér4jé Stirat Singh, after his tréaty o

with the British Government. - : P
When Major Foster’s brigade was removed from Shekhéwiti, the Darbar

had become too strong to need direct assistance from Government; so that when
in 1856 an attempt was made by the Chiird thikur to:recover his estate by .
force, he was easily driven away and eventually captured. . - A
The thakurs of Bikdnfr have thus been subjected; the once powerful
nobles of Chiirfi and ‘Bahddrdn now hold-but three or- four villages and reside
constantly under the. eye of the- Darbér. Mahgjan has been deprived of a
third of his estate, taxes were multiplied, and lands transferred at the pleasure
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of the Mahdrdis, and all this withont more thann very fow thikurs holding
grants again venturing o resort to the usual espedient of leanving their state
and openly plandering in it from another,

So far ¢ I know, there is no state in REjpitdnd in which the old feudal
tenure has 5o nearly passed away, and the power of the chief is so absolute as
in Bikénfr. But there iz a limit to enduranev, and to avoid the retrogression
which wonld be 80 great an evil, the Darldir cortainly ought to make and
keep to settlements® with the thikurs similac to the one mentioned at
page ‘2, instead of constantly decpening the disconteut by uureasonable
additions to their burdens. They furnish no trops to the Darbér, but pay
“rakm® or 2 sum in commautation of service.

This “rakm,” though spoken of as tation for service, i also
a protection tax, called “ rakhwdli,”” levied at a time when thikurs required
support from the inrcads of Sikbs and others. “Rekh” is the term for com-
mutation of service, and “ rakm” is “rekh * glve « rakhwili, ”

The thikurs of Bikdnir are divided into—

{1).—Those & ded from Biks, consisting of nine important fami-
lies and known generally as Bikds.

(2).—Those from Bidi, Bik&’s brother, consisting of six important
familics known as Brdawats,

(3)—Those from Karmsi, Bikd’s less distinguished brother, one
small family ealled Karmsiots,

(4).—Those from Kéndhal, Bik&’s uncle and chief supporter, consist-
ing of three great famihes known as Kéndhalots. See ¢ Cndr¢
and Bauippix.”

(5).—Those from 3M4ndhal and Rapji, two other nncles of Bika, less
distinguished than Kéndbal. Their suceessors are koown
respectively as Mandbliwats and Rupdwats, neither very
important.

(6).—The Bhétis who possessed their estates before Biké’s time, and
submitted to him or his descendants. They consist of Raslots
which have nine branches, and Pugalia which have fonr.

(7).—.\'Iiseﬂlnneous Réjpit families of various clans: twenty-three
in all. ) .

The above are all “t4zimi,” or entitled to a place in Darbir.

The thakurs of Bikénir in many cases retain their pristine manlnes and
vigor, which are probably kept alive Ly border
fights, by the necessity of lookine to their pwn
resoures for protection rather than to the authority of the Darlfs, zttennsted
as it is by extension over a vast tract, and lastly by what they el $hely
“game of dacoity and eattle-lifting.” ’

Every one who has the means possesses a small fort, which 1
by a rampart of sand supported by “phog” tiigs, called 2

— T

Taded

HaBrTs o7 THAKCES.

it‘nm usrm"y (or wrame bl cnnambled FanlD
of the owper just *. . & S "
templated, the tt - -, LTt ¢
R - r €Xtraordinary ex
» they make a
= ey wish to geeet  H
ueder 2 monnd
a0d their Lorias,

* This settlamert L3s reest™s o mxiy
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wife of a rich Bania, is then hurriod off without delay ‘in a direction likely
to mislead pursuers, who soon, aided by a skilful tracker, will be followine their
foqtpriuis.‘ Sqmctimes they are at considerable {rouble to obliterate these f5of.
prinds, which is, however, no casy matter, for the skill of Hhe “Xhojis ” or
trackers is marvellous, and they will often recover the scent when thrown out
for a time. It is gaid that in tracking cattle they can often fix the breed
to which the animals belong. Buf the wind and drifting sand aid the
freehootor, who usually gets ofl with his prize; and if the offence is brought
home to him, he seldom  suffers any penalty beyond having to restore the.
stolén goods, and he ean somelimes venture to refuse to do even that, The
lady be has made a prisoner is in no danger of suffering anything -
worse than the discomfort of frequent and rapid travelling on the hack
of n camel.  She is certain of being treated with the utmost respect consistent
with her sceurity. 1If, {oo, at the erisis of the exciting game the-Réjpat
dacoit comes into collision with a Réjpat lady, that is if she chooses to -
give refuge in her own apartments to the victims of his violence, he will
usually give way and resign the prize; in fact, the typical Réjpit is
the most gentlemanly brigand under the sun. I do not mean to say
that all thakurs are without seruples as regards plundering : some no doubt
disapprove of it, and even an average thakur often thinks it improper fo
plunder within the limits of his own state, unless llis Darbdr has maltreated
him aud  compelled him  to become a “birotia” (bdhar watani), that
is to expatriate himself. His object then is to make himse}f, as offensive
to his chiel as possible until the latter comes to terms with him. But
if active in dacoity, a good border thikur is equally active in resisting - it.
The kuowledge that some well-known “Jesj{” or “Sagatji has mounted ”’ often
drives hack to their forts a bhand of maranders, and a thikur of special
vigor can add to his income by the t:ribpte he repejves fc_n: proteotix;g
weak neighbors, The {hdkur of the desert s of convivial habits, and when
a feast is given the guests usually make a night of 1t, and can attend to no
business, however, pressing, till noon the next day. Their inferior servants are
nearly always slaves (see “ OrriciaL crasses,” “Suaves”). L
They themselves however poor have a horror of work which appears

menial, and if they take serviee expect to be treated as gentlemen. . The
Politieal Assistant at Sdjingarh being anxious to have a Rdthor as a personal -
atiendant offered service to a fine young fellow who had followed and brougl}t
prisoner o ‘man who had stolen his camel. The pay, Rs: 7a month, he was
well satisfied with, and he was reac_ly to do any work nof;,.d_xscl;edltable; but he
was anxious to proteet limself against the evil which Firing{ service xg?g szuc?
to entail, so before closing with the offer he propoun(‘l’ed certain con ;tlonsﬁ
he was not to be called either a chaprési or a cho})dar (mace-beaxfr 5 bo(:,k
being ungentlemanly offices; he was not to be requn_'eld ;;q do :zlny ow “1;01t
(chodo f:dm); his master was never to he angry with him ]a,ln ’d_was I:iod 0
dismiss him peremptorily. Having stated his _cond1t19ns, e anlmn‘ ed a
written agreement to them, hub was eventl'xally satisfied Wltl}[fl,gfnell a p_mmllls_e ,
of good treatment. Shortly after the Assistant went to Bi \amz,b gaw:rltgk Is.
new attendant behind at Sdjangarh, He was so offended .alt; not being ahglxg
to Court that he went away. Six months after, afm])z}np 2}71ng mﬁ??vZV; .
oceurred, he returned, snying he had only. been to s;ae“ 12hmo‘ 1er.I ; kbeohr‘; ;.
there is no doubt that if stationed near their homes, W}Gl% le;yﬁ;:o% A lrﬁlg,
Rt o v sl by Tod v of i v vt of ] he e
, gerly aceept service under the Bri ) ment, and o
:{igélilgli?cce;}l% -kit}dly officers”.would make admirable ca(valry. | The gle:qt .
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families ar * ** * #+far <=0 Lo amnamot athorg ot page 1163 a fuller Jist of
Thakurs v Report for 1870-71,
The " ' upwards, are 23 follows :—
o Nowseor | £
Vitraaxs ..
COXPRISING py
Eacw Estare| SF
‘ 22
Subelan nod family, | Tamaofsestor | 2 2 Reuancs.
£1¢ ]
£l E &F
N Elel ] 25
i SEIEIRE
£ Sl E(E] £
P R EE <
s
1| Ratao Buogot Bx& o | Mabijan | 53| 14,000 | Descendantof RatanSingh,
& grandson of Bikd.
2| Do .. v | Kucn. el e 2,400
3 | Brogot BRK Bfdmokh W8l |18] 5000 | Dewendol from Réo Jet
< mito e  Jashns w28t |35t 5000
5| Duo Tk Tin T ng aso
6] Do L1 Ajftpar 18 18] 5000
7! Dite .. Haudud BRI RIEE s )
8 | Kishen Singot Bk€ . | BAnkbu Sfet|a]n | oo | Decebde from BEE BG
1ogh.
# | Ditto . w | Nfma will ][I 3,000
10 | Bbfmrazot Bké o | Réjpué Z{i| T | 3100 | Desceoded from Bé> Jet
Sing]
11 | Pirthteagot D . | Dadrewd 1| . f14] 6007 |Descendsd from  Réo
Ealién Singh,
12 | Amarsiot Dk v | Hardesar 8{ . 8] 12300]Dito ditto.
1: g(om 'I}:nxm aloin 8000
1 tto . m 5f .1 8 1.600
15 oo | Jutpur Tlslol 8l 20|l Pogaiet from Risdtal
18{Date 7| Burear Tisill s o || Dikfs owe Chic
17 | Barfarot Zihang s 8| 10|l teers mere the
18] L .. | Bton Tlai.] 8| rse|] fropgmamdestated
o | Depliear gl 18| 2o e Rfadbaloss.
2 |paa L | Lonina i 7 751
21 | Keshoddsot | Budsae 12 12 1
22 | Khagarot .. . s 1101 .
23 | Ditto - «e | Ebdrf w9 9 2230
2% ’Ix?‘m . - é’-n:’(r{" .18 [ 3121
25 juiot - w. | Gopélpu .| 6 1] 1 i
e ite Ol Chdrwis b H I EBilisais descendsd from
=7 [ tto 7 I Malsfaar Kanoté, | 10 10| spojj EC& EaSsbrotber
28 | Mausharddeot ws. ] Tl 7 330
20 | Mudbéwat.., U |sothame o Sl 7| T 7] be
30 I Pitbtrkyat oo wlarkar el [2] s
81 | Mandhldwat e | Saronda -l 6] 1301 | Dewendsd froms Sfandhal
Fick's upcle Bhg Bij.
y
2 [ Kumot ... e Daimatar | ] 5
33 | Kuhoiwat . il v I Rl B 1,55:)! Villizss valomd st Re,
38 |Pogaik o | Pagal TiejZily 2 21,400
e iy

The official class consists of hereditary servants of the state and
Ormen cpasss. foreigners (pardests). Agzinst the latter there
i .. 18 2 strong prejodice throoghout the country.
Many xm{:ortnn! families of bereditary servzate are descended from the
officials who accompanied Biké when ke left Jedbpir to invade Bikdnfrs
these are called mufesaddi, and their erigin will be found page 1. Otk .
wintasaddfe are decendants of men introdueed long zgo hyari';is other
than B : of these the  Kotdris” Mabewri Basis, whose ancestor, Tilohet
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orgapized the departments of the state in Réjs Réi Singh’s 4 area
specimen  (vide page 81). Then thers are “the desc‘eédf«igtz, bé?ei\riﬁie‘?éf
Bigor and Napg the Sankhl.a, who conjointly observed the omens which |
let.l to the selection of the site of the city and forts (vide page 7). The -
prineipal IOWBI; c}asses of state servants are— Shome T
The darbdrds or deoriddrs, door-keepers of the palace, who consist chiéfly
of a family of Sa}yads many generations in the rdj service {vide page 41),
a-family of Gangdn{ Réthors, and one of Bids Brihmans. - o
Fauzda’rs,, ng are not judicial and military officers as the name implies,
but the Mahér4jd’s cup-bearers and of the Bh4ti elan.. Some of these ‘are
employed in high offices. ' -
Pdndis, or Brabman cooks. A |
]L:/mwf(,.s‘, slaves of a superior grade and respectable position. i
fxo{wals, who are banner-bearers and not town police superintendents.
Alirs and Goddwals, the Mahdrdjd’s shoe-bearers. The Ahfrs are descended -
from Ude Rim, who did the state good services in R4j4 Aniip Singh's time .
(vide page 41). E
Asaich Rdjpitts, who are employed among the camels.
Mdlis, or gardeners.
The menials are hereditary household slaves, called “ chelas.” They are,
I believe, never sold by Rajpit families of distine-
tion, though they often form a part of a bride’s
dowry. When not the children of slaves, they have usually been purchased
in times of famine from their starving relations. Their work is light, and
they are generally well treated and sometimes placed in positions of high -
- trust; but thélurs, especially the inferior ones, occasionally act with much .
cruelty towards their slaves as well as their other dependents. ¢ Chelas™
who have fled from their masters are to be met with in British territory,
where they often assume the caste of their former owners. The ferm
“chela” signifies disciple rather than slave, and was applied to household
.servants by the large-minded Akbar as the following extract will show.
‘Whether in this use of the word the Rajpits were taught by Alkbar or he by
them I cannot at present say:— -
¢« His Majesty from religious motives dislikes the name  bandah’ or slave,
“for he believes that mastership belongs to no one but God. He therefore
¢« calls this class of men chelaks, which Hindi ‘term’ signifies a ¢faithful
"¢ disciple” Various meanings attach to the term ‘slave.” Tirst, that which
““ people in general mean by a slave. Some people obtain power over such
« a5 do not belong to their sect and sell and buy them. The wise look upon
« this as abominable (Blochmann’s translation of din Akbarf, p. 254).”7
The parohits or priests of the Darbér, as of Réhtor Réjpits generally, ave of
B the Sdnor division of Kanaujf Bréhmans. Thean- -
TAHMATS. cestors of the present priests are said to have
accompanied Seojf when he emigrated to the desert from Kanawj. -
Parohits play an important part in the history of the state, as will be seen
from the history. )
The pundits or teachers of the Shastars
branches of a section of the Gor division.
zarna Bréhmans. A .
POLaThere are about ten official Chdrans or bards, who make verses, ‘compile
books, and are employed on miscellaneous dufies,
CARANS. and one' of them has charge of- the ¢ bhibhut- -

ddn”’ or department of alms—bestqwing ; but this pﬁice is nof; Il‘er(?dlt_:?ry. .

SLAVES.

are of the six « Niyatia” or
The  Joshis -or astrologers are
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Chérans hold a Zood many villages throughout the state, and are esteemed
almost as much as Brihmans, They claim, 1 lelieve, to be of Rajpde
extraction.

The Diwdns who have administered the state have been usually taken
from the old officials, ¢ mutasaddis,” and sufficient
i eaid about them under Part 1. Occationally
ontsiders have beld poswer, but they mect with great opposition and are
unpopular with all classes.  An omen long ago is said to have indicated that
the state would not flourish under strangers {see last few pages of Yart 1),

The following statements, taken from the Sujéngarh Ageney Report

for 1870.71, show the estates held under grant,
Esnites— 21018 a¥DWTAPL  both those bearing revenue {rakm) and those
rent free :—

The following toucking story was told m:“lg 8 Charan widow :—She had talen np her
abode in Chérwds of Bikénlr, where ahe incw a debt tothe thilur of the place, who, fearing
she would run away, confined ber In o hole.  Qut of this hole she managed to keramble, and takiny
adsantage of & blindisg sandstorm escaped from the willage with her children 10 Ler arme to
Chipar, & fow miles off, out of the thilur's reach  Thereahe was fullowed by & man wilh whom
she Lad cohalited and whom the thikur had sent to entice her back  She would not g, bat the
man temained with her, and sfter a time took an_opportunity of selling her elitldren &s slaves and
cnrried the price to the thikor. One of the children was 4, and the purchascr permitted
ler to remain and nurse it; bot be bad vot the hnmanity to provide her with food, and shie was
#0010 Obliged to return ta Chbirwks, as she had m chance of earning & little money there, and she
hoped Lefore long to come Iack and purse Ler chld  But no sconer was she mithin resch of the
thékur thau be spain shat fier up, and she could not get away in tinte to save ber buaby, which dind
for want of notriment. Fressed by want she once more refurned to Charwas, und sgam hred
with the thikur's wan, by whom she had a child. The rasn at fength died, whereupan, for money
he owed the thikur, the latter seired the chiid and once more confined the widuw, who escaping
came with Ler complaint to SGjingarh.

DIwixs OB NINISTEDY.
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Estates keld by Deed of Grant‘(Pattas) and g.mg/in.'q‘ “ Ralin "V‘i‘to?t/’ze *;Raj.'

Coed - l‘-lz .‘_‘= -
. SR g8 | CE , e
s ames of sub-clans, o= 5d - Head-quarters of principal thikurs,
= ~ - - ) - -
iz 7 & g: S '
I.--Bikas.
1 | Rijwi | 22 8,036 . Village Changof.
2 | Khawaswal “(or illegiti- ’ . Ao hamgol
mate) .. - 3 26| .. ' ’
3 | Ratansingot ] 82 95,164 »  Mahajan, , ’
4 | Sringot ... we | 120 83,508 . » Bhukarko, Jagasana, Sidmukh,
5 | Gharsiot Ajitplra, .
Gt alrlgxoR’_ o 11 2,776 s Gharsisar, Garbdesar.
575 B:irth:iw aatlot 13 lls,g(l)g » i)radrf;va'
jed e s . eghana,
flamei U1 hol T T
e) 2
10 | Raméwat o w1 ‘950 | oo
11 | Nimdwat ... 2 550
12 | Médhosot ... 2 641 .
13 | Rajsiot 2 85
14 | Partdb Singot 1 6 5y Hardesar.
15 | Kishan Singot . 66 16,706 o
16 | Dmrawat ... .| 12 2,846 » Réjpura.
1y Nﬁ.}‘not' ‘s 29 8,105
18 | Bhimréjot ... o 19 8,100 | 106801
TorArn .| 894
IT—XKandhlot. . e
1 | Rbolot ... w| 80| 17,865 .» Rawatsar, Jaitpur, Dhandusar,
2 | Barinrot we ) b7 14,275 ,» Depalsar, Zshiria, Siton. For-
3 | Sdindésot ... - 8 931 | 83,07 merly the Banirots and Sain-
dasots held the great estates of
Torar ..} 143 Bahdrin and Chirt respec-
[ tively, see pages 110, 111. .
—Biddwats. ’ o
1 { Keshoddsot ... - 15 4,791 - PBiddsar.
9 | Manohardasot 44 12,916 :: Sandwa. .
3 | Tejsiot o 44 10,847 » Gopslpira, Malsisar, Qharwas.
4 | Khagérot ... w| 83 7,974 » Loha, Khari, Kanwdri.
B MéndSiélgot... 12 3,406 . Sobh
6 | Mundrédwats . 9 2,300 o obOasar.
7 | Udekarnot, ... ol 8 W40 | ”
8 | Pirthirajot ... .{ 20 49471 s Harsasar.
o | Sanwaldasot o 1 275 e
10 | Sihawats ... - 3 00 e
11 | Hardwats ... 7 648
12 | Bhimgot ... - 1 110 48,854
TOTAL .. | 192
IV.—Other classes of
- Rathors. .
1 Karglsiot - g 2,498 R
Randhirot ... . .
g M;:dl:;(v)ats .| 10 2,503 _ s Saronda, [Severalof thess families
4 | Méndiot ... 3 432 are as old as any in the state, Thus
5 | Renmalot ... . 1 51 . the Karmsiots, Mandlawats, and Rapa:
6 | Rupiwats ... o 6 1,044 e wats are descended from wuncles and
7 | Jaitmalot ... 1 60 “ coadjutors of Biks, but_none are of
8 | Kundalif ... 2 82 e much present importance.] :
9 | Uddwats ... 4 942 .
10 | Nathal o 2 147
11 | Patdwat . O I § 20 e
12 G(ﬁlel o owve RS . 11. b 1,190
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S 5k, e,
] BB d
| Namesof pub.clans. % 2% FE | Headquariers of principal ibikurs,
S
2 2 & a3
Brought forward ... | 767 19656
V.~ Bhattis.
1) Phgalia . 12 2102 Village Phigal
g | Raoiot | 3 567 T Pk,
2 | Dhanrajot 8445 n  Jaimalaar,
4 | Karnot 1373 O ” bars.
5 | Kishufwst 2200 [ I
& { Goglt 475
¥ | BAls 94
8 | Derawarid ... 400
3 { Pibt - 210
10 [ Eebar - 35
11 55
32 { Apjonot e 96
13 { Akhdwat o 15
34 | Khifn 160
13 | Jaiting 229
16 | Rar . 5 |
17 { Rupetot (Fojdér) 1839 .
18 | Badh 56 2,420
Toris i
VZ~Eachwaha, )
1| Girdbarjika wl a L R
2 [ Bhalnro)ika . 2 433] .
3 | Kachwibb ... ! 3 76| .
4 Narths .. o o1 1,598
Torat . _10_
VIL—Panwar 18 2,774 .
THI —Sodah S 2} .
IX—Tiwar - 2 654 )
X.~—Steodi O St €96 «
X1—Gzhlot w| 1 103] .
X1l Ankyath W] 1 WO 4400
X1 ~Chandréwat .. 1 8 85 .
—— 5524
Torar .. ui
Btate seeants—chikars,
koaurls and darbdrie. .
Both are Farihars: the first are the
§ f,";;, ,égg Bereditary borsemen and suble ruper-
Hibeal grH mcend'enui the second sre the Ma-
{|Crohan - 2% Eanjs’s nlels 2d body
& | Baghor Chobén 371
€ | Deors and Baghor 85
7[8iAns wE( .
8 151 5818
9 776
i) [
b 24 363 .
1 [y -
§l 4.]0‘; .
4 182 - e
ToraL ot
Cumed oher 220410




oot

R
Y]
i

Estates keld by Deed of Gmntl (Pattas) and ;uayiﬁy -“Rékﬁy”ﬁito'zt]w Baj.

Sy | B=, CER ) ,
, A g E g . . L
. Names of sub-clans. L& 23 w8 Head.quatters of principal théknrs,
% 5% He oS¢ : :
4 4 =
) I.--Bikas.
1 | Rijwi 22 8,036 . Village Changoi.
2 | Khawhswal “(or illegiti- ’ ge Lhang
mate) . . 3 226 e .
3 | Ratansingot w| 821 95160 | .. »  Mahajan. '
4 | Sringot ... ] 120 33,508 . ”» il}};kgtrko, Jagasana, Sidmukh,
. Jitpura. : .
5 G_hargxot’_ 11 2,776 s »  Gharsisar, Garbdesar.
6 | Pirthi Rajot 16 5,407 » Dadrewa,
g ifngilé‘gft '{ 1,%?) » Meghsna, .
9 | Tejsiot ... ! 8| emmi| o
10 | RamAwat ... 1 250 e
11 | Niméwat .. 2 660
12 | MAdhosot ... 2 641 .
13 | Réjsiot 2 85
14 | Partdb Singot 1 6 » Hardesar.
15 | Kishan Singot we ) B6 16,706 .
16 | Gmrdwat ... v ] 12 2,846 » Réjpura. ‘
17 | Nérnot 29 3,105 g
18 | Bhimrdjot ... 19 8,100 | 106.801
Torar .| 894
I —Kandhlot. ¥
1 { Réolot . 80 17,865 y+ Rawatsar, Jait;'mr, Dhandusar. .
2 | Barinrot ... 57 14,275 »s Depalsar, Zahiria, Baton. For
3 | Sdfnddsot ... 8 931 83,071 merly the Banirots and Sain
dasots held the great estates o
Torau w | 143 Bahdrgn and Chiri respec
tively, see pages 110, 111. -
IIL—Biddwats.
1 | Keshoddsot ... w] 15 4791 » Biddsar,
o | Manohardésot w | 441 12016 " » Sandwa. .
3 | Tejsiot ... w | 44| 10,647 . » Gopalpira, Malsisar, Charwas.
4 ﬁhnggmt 33 7,27% . » Loha, Khari, Kanwari.
5 | Mén Singot... 1 3,40 . .
6 %};ndréwats 9 2,300 » Sobhasar,
¥ ekarnot ... 3 440
8 Iéirthir{tjot el 20 4,94; » Harsasar.
9 | Sdnwalddsot - 1 27 e
10 | Sihawats ... 3 400
11 |- Bardwats ... 7 648
12 | Bhimgot ... 1 110 48,854
ToTAL .| 192
IV.—Other classes of
' Rathors. .
i I%:n'(rinhsiot e g 2,493
2 | Randhirot . "
3 | Mandlawats .| 10 2,503 »_Saronda, |Several of these familie
4 | Méndlot ... ! 8 432 . are as old as any in the state. Thu
& | Ranmalot ... 1 61 the Karmsiots, Mandlawats, and Rupa
6 | Rupiwats ... 6 1,044 wais are descended from auncles an
7 | Jaitmalot ... 1 60 coadjutors of Biks, but none aré O
8 | Kundalid .. . 9 892 much present importance.]
9 [ Uddwats ... 4 © 942 .
10 | Néthal s . 2 147 ..
11 | Patdwat .. e 1 20 v
12 | Gohel 1 6 7,780
Torar .. 38 :
Carried over .| 767 196,516

——
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Listates held by Deed of Grant ( Pattas) and puying * Rakm* or Commutation for
service lo the Raj—{conid.) i
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; . £ef 5% Head-quartors of principal thikurs.
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) ¢ .;: < =t 4 )

Brought forward ..
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DQAtaras ol and
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i H
1
1% Kayath (fen Bak-hi) 1 ag |
o partards L vl :
17 Tive Hind, Be 388 0 100 Q) s i
O Musatmaws, Be 8530 el .
1% 7 Qutar (e arpralen) et} 6 TR
19 R {rmzr‘.d:::m) v 1 G
wit WAk (randeant) en i 105! e
2 eteAl . o 130 ..
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Chavitalle grants, z
; 5 o d ey
1 Peshmanyr L, s b 44 4,877 3 e
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PART IV.
DISTRICTS, TOWNS AND VILLAGES,

The northern parganas of the Bikénfr State lic along the bank of the Sotra

. or Hakrd, in the dry bed of which wells are
Naogsrex pagaivas, dug and the best water in the region obtained.
The bead-quarters of the Parg pzath, Sarddrgarh or Alwdua, Sdrat-
garh and HantGméngarh, or Bhatner and 'Tibf, are all on the bank of the
ancient river. The inhabitants of the region are Bhétfs Pirz4dés (see “ Pasrorar
prorLE”), Sodas Réhts, Johiyas, and Bhattis (see below under ¢ Buatxer”).
The country is bare and desolate toa degree: towards the east sady and undu-
lating, clsewhere often firm and level.” In spite of the difficalty about water,
the grazing is excellent and the number of cattle possessed by the people
t----, V0 m Bhéwalpirand the

O L Lo

' ot ) R +  banks of the Satlaj.
The Sotra occasionally flows. General Cunningham speaks of the water some-
times coming roaring down, but its waters are soon absorbed in the desert.

The NaiwAl is another old river-bed lying nearly parallel to, and & few
miles north of, the Sotm, but water never I believe flows in it. Other old
chaunels there are, and o great was the united body of water which must at
some period have flowed down them that, they are conjectured to have borze
the ancient Satlaj.

[ER “ hern Lorder contains 87 villages, which are

less than 18 to a village. Of these 800 are
i . . 7 by donkeys, and the rest by bullocks.
Of the houses, numbering 594, 872 are eaid to be of mud and 222 of
Houses. grass and “phog’* There are 39 shops, and the
3 population is estimated at 3,646, cattle 6,789, sheep
and goats 5,539. .

The grrazing in this pargana is in parts very good ; but water, which is
collected in tanks (tobas and jors), is often ecarce. *Sajji” or potash is
the only special product. The ancient bed of the Kagar passes through a
part of the pargana, and wells in it supply the best water obtnined. There
are searcely noy masonry buildings in the pargana, and no villages with a
population of five hundred persons. Réjpdts and Musalmins (the latter are
called Sindhds) are the most numerous. .

The head-quarters of the district of that name, ninety miles due north of
the city on the bank of the Sotra, only remark-
. able (or its fort, which is considered of some
impartance; but Tam unable to giveany description of it. For an account of
the capture of Antipgarh {rom the Bhattis and Johiyas, ride Part 1, page 40.

Antpgurh,

Sandirgarh district. Adjoins Anfipgarh on the east—
25 villazes,

333 ploaghe,
pref iy

i seople being inreturn .
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Many Rdths live in the pargana. * They aré'a class 6f Musalui4n Réjpits
of somewhat predatory habits (see next page). =~ - S
Head-~quarters of the pargana also on the Sotra. The village was estab- -
lished in #“ A. D.” 1832 by two.Bik4 Réjpdts, and
. ) called Alwéna. It subsequently became fiscal -
(khélisa), and Mahdréjd Ratan Singh named it after his son Sardar Sinéh,
Suratgarh' district, east of Sirddrgarh and west of Bhatner or Hantman-
garh, formerly, according to the Darbar’s report,
o called Soddwit], being part of the territory occupied
by the Sodd Réjpits, who were supplanted by the Bhattfs. oo :
_ A little wheat and barley is produced in this pargana when the rains are
abundant, and the grazing is very good. The houses are numbered.at 1 973,
and the population estimated at 10,000. - L
Head-quarters of the pargana of the same name on the Sotra. It was
founded by one Raghbiindth Singh; who had a fort
. . there. TIn Sambat 1862 (A. D. 1815) Mah4rdj4.
]S.ziratlgmgh took possession of it, and built a fort there which he named after
rimself. ' :
The village contains about five hundred houses, chiefly J4ts, Brahmans, -
and Khatris. It is one hundred and fifteen miles north-east-by-north ‘of
the city.

SARDARGART,

SURATGARI DISTRICT.

SURATGATUH,

4 2 . . I3 o
HANUMANGARK DISTRICT or The Handmaungarh or Bhatuer d1s§;1cﬁ com-

Bhitner. prises—
' 110 villages,
1,715 houses, )
1,693 ploughs, -
10,648 inhabitants (according to darbér report), -
19,690 cattle (including sheep and goats). .

The old bed of the Kagar, which crosses the district and on which the
fort and bead-quarters station is situated, sometimes contains water in the
rains, after which some wheat and barley is produced. o

Labénés, J4ts, Réths and Johyas are the principal inbabitants.

_ 8ajj4 is an important article of manufacture in about twenty. villages to.
the north of the district. S N

The Bhatuer fort has attained great historical celebrity from its position,
being in the route of invasion from Central Asia to India. =~ - (

1 am informed by Mr. Oliver, late Deputy Commissioner of Sirsa, that
Bhatner, Abor, Bhatindé, and Sirsa, situated at the angles of a nearly square
figure with a side about fifty miles long; each had a fort on the same plan and
of the same dimensions, and thus was formed a “ quadrilateral” in the path
‘of any invader from the north-west. , Co

' 'l}‘rhe «« T6rékh Hind” speaks of Bhatner having been taken by Mahmdd of
Ghazni in 1001 ; and Tod speaks of its having been attacked by Timdr. It
seems probable that he left a Tartar Chagitai noble in charge ‘of it, who was
expelled by Bhattfs from Mérot and Phulra under one Bersi; but whether the
place took its name originally from them or from one Réjé Bharat 1s a2 moot
‘point (Hissar Gazetleer). General Cunningham, who, with the late Colonltial
Jackson, was employed as Commissioner in-A. D. 1847 to determine the north-
east boundary of Bhéwalpur and Bikénfr, states that Bhatner, was taken by
Khetsi Kondhaldb in Sambat- 1854 (A. D. 1527) from Sada Chéyal Réjput,
of which clan no mention is made by Tod. In Sambat 1606 (A. D. 1549)—

ith " th ' iyd irzé Kémrén,
these dates do mob exactly tally with  those .of the Kiydnt—DMirza :
" brother of Himéytn, assaulted and took the fort, on Vcrlhlcl} occasion Khe::‘is?
with five thousand Réjputs was slain; though Kdmran was “subsequently
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defeated by Réo Jetad of Blkénir. Firoz Chéyal had meanwhile recovered
the fort, and the Réo therefore sent his son, Thékur Si, to retake it. The rest
of the Commissioner’s abstract of the history of Bhatner, which was derived
from two different Persian manuscripts, one of which was obtained from a
Sniyad, thedescendant of the ancient Kézés of Bhatner, tallies generally with
the “Kiyént,” with which the above too does not materially differ.  The Com-
missioners examined the earliest deed produced referring to Bhatner, namely, the
imperial firmén under which R4i Singh of Bfkdnir held the pargana from
Akbar, The annual value of Bhatner wone matnd nt abat cfug 117 0 e

The sonthern point of the Léhor
appeared from an examipation of th - * % R et
bank of the Satlaj; and the accounts of R4jé Anup Singl’s time which the
Commissioners saw also show that the western boundary of the pargana was
then the said danda,

When R4j8 Antp Singh visited the parganain Sambat 1748, a bard,
one Karam $#ndu, recited a poem before him, which specificd the extent of the
pargana and gave the names of the villages inhabited at that time as 211 in
number. The bard received in rent-free grant the village of Ludfna on the
old bed of the Sotra, and his descendant produced the poem before the Com.

issi General Cunningham has allowed me to examine the poem, which
describes the pargana as reaching six jojans* (42 miles) north of Bhatoer fort
twelve “jojans” (84 miles) west, 22 kos (44 miles) cast, aud 12 kos {24 miles)
south. The sites of o very large number of the villages are still known.

The Johiyas are Réjpéits (and not Jats ns supposed by Tod) of a very
ancient and powerful stock indeed, once known as Yaudheyas, who probably
contended with Alexander, before whose time they were, it is believed, estab.
lished on the banks of the Satlsj.” Yaudbeya coins as old as the first century
of the Christian era have been found near that river (Cunningham’s dncient
Geography, Vol. 1, p. 245). The Johiyas are by no means now extinct, as
Tod imagined; many of them aro Musalmfins, but some in the Sirs§
district, Mr. Oliver tells me, are still Hindfs. According to General Cuan.
ingham* they formerly held much of the country west and south.west of
Bhatner, and their chief places were Khérbara, Sabénkot, and Badopul, which
the Réthors took from them. There are three sections of the tribe—the
Admera and Lakvira, who are scttled on the banks of the Satlaj, and the
Madhera, who, together with the representative of the House of Madhu, the
founder of the clan, are for the most part subjects of the Bikénfr state. The
boundary of these two divisions is still the bank of the old Satlaj. )

The Bhattis of Bhatner are believed to be Bhattis converted to Islamism,
and to be descended from Jaisal, who founded Jaisalmfe nnd‘ who is raid to
have been the ancestor, by a left-handed marriage, of the Sikhs of Patfils,
Jind, and N4bh4. .

The Réhts also are eaid to be converted Réjptts; they are of four clans,
two of which claim to be Chohdns, one Tuar, and one Saroa. In Hisic
they are known as Pachédas, and their name« Rith” signifies cruel. They

swere great ders and arc now pastoral (Hissdr Gaselteer). .
b, east of Handméngarh, is the pargana granted by the British Gor-
ernment fo Biknir in 1561 for services performed
ik during the mutinics. It consists of 1T villages,

« containing 1,936 bouses, and, according to the Darbdr, 9,562 inhabitants, It

® Rough draft of & ceport on the Pikinir snd Bhawdlpde losadanes.
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too is on the Sobfa,».hﬁd when the- rains iiré’obod‘a'r‘)‘a the, river. cand’
, : . . - the:river. flows and
floods freely, good crops of wheat are subsequentl;;: raised. :'When the villagers

were transferred to Bikénfr, the Darbér disregarded the lind revenue settle-. -

ment made with the villagers, who were the descendants of old soldiers, to
whom -these lands were granted after the Pinddr{ War, and called “ sukhlam-
bars” (see Hissir Gazelteer). On the villagers complaining the * British
Government represented their grievance, and eventually in 1869 the Political
Officer of Sdjdngarh induced the Darbir to continue.thé original settlement
for as many years beyond its term as ib had been in abeyance. ' ’
The details furnished are as follow :— ' ~ ‘

Men ... T T 3,261
Women - . 1,613
prs e ) 1,890
Girls .. .. 1,600
There are said to be but 1;107 ploughs— | '
Cattle o - 6859
Sheep and goats ... N o 5,651

This estate, containing in 1870 sixty-nine villages belonging to the E

Mahgian. first thékur of Bikédufr, at present is sequestrated,’
! the thdkur having. refused to aceept the terms on

which the Darbir will allow him possession, namely, a ten years’ lease at.
Rs. 200, as commutation for each horse of the eighty-six he used to furnish. .
Mahdjan is seventy miles north-east of Bikédnir. The thikur and the Darbir
have long been on bad terms (vide page 72).. , :
‘ _ Pdgal 1sa fief of villages in the western corner
Nomn'msl'fffﬁ DISTRIOTS:  of the state belonging to an old Bhatt{ famil
= (see page 6). . ,

The town of Pdgal is ong) of the oldest of these regions. Its fort
was the north-eastern of the nine strongholds of Méard (nan kofy Mard i)
when the Ponwars ruled the desert. The Bhatt{s are said to have held it for- -
more than a thousand years (p. 36 and Tod, Vol. II, p. 265, 2nd edition)..
 In A.D. 1880 the Mahdrdjéh took the fort, and the Pigal thékur; often’
rebellious formerly, is now in subjection. Ptgal is famous for.its cows. 3
" Nohar district on the north-east border, adjoining the British districts of

. Sirsé and Hissér, contains 124 villages, in which. .

 ohnr district. are 3,541 houses and 1,421 ploughs. . It is'on - -
’ ' the north-east. . T
Nobar. Head-quarters of the-pargana; is 130 miles
on north-east of the eity. o : :
Cy s The Bah#dran district, adjoining and east of -
Bahidran df“"‘”’ Nohar, also on the border, contains by the latest
accounts— : AR
Villages o .89
- Houses . . v ,"_3,738 .
Plonghs - 2,811 -
Mon. - e 11,107
Women . : ‘ 8,407
" Torar roppimmn . ‘19,604

Tlie Oswidl Baniyas are those best off. o
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The district was formerly the estate of the Saindfisot branch of the
family of Kéndhal, Bikd's uncle. After prolonged contests with the Darbfr,
the thikur was finally dispossessed in A. D, 1818.

The Sikhs, who the thikur had called in, were then occupying the district,
and after their expulsion it remained for four years in the hands of the British
Government as secarity for payment of the cost of the army employed in
reducing the rebels of Bikdnir,

The Réjgarh district, which financially is the most productive in the

£ state, is called also the Pfpian pargana after the elan
,‘".:;:;lﬁﬁ’g’ of Jits who chiefly cnltivate it. It is situated on the
easternmost corner of the state.

1t js said to contain—

Villages - ” . 157
Houses - o 5301
Floughs - - - 3802
Souls ~ - - Yyt

There is a hill or two in the district, but the stove is valueless. YWhen
the raing are heavy, s small stream flows into the pargana from Shekhawstf,
and is utilized for irrigation.

The headquarters of the pargana, and 160 miles east-by-north of the
Rijgach city of Bikénfr. It lmg someTtPing under 51).00 go;sl(;s

N * . and a population of 3,800, he town was founded by
Réjs Gaj Singh in Sambat 1822 and named after his son Rf) Singh. A fort
was built under the RAj&’s orders by his minister Mahta Bakht€war Singh.

. In Réjgarh is the seat of a thékur posscssing
Siukho. 21 villages. It contains 400 houses. R
o In Rejgarh is the residence of a thikur possessing

Ajitplrs. 16 villages. R . .

The Renf district lies west of Rfjrarh. It has, it is said, 127 villages,

Reaf district, coutaining 3,900 houses, s population of 22, 236, and

ent I 8,587 plonghs. § .

Head-quarters of the gistrict of Renf, and distant 135 miles east-by-

north of Bikénir. It contains 2,000 houses | The town
Resl is said to have been founded by onme R&jd Renf Pil
some thousands of years ago. In the time of Jaswant Singh, the last of Renf
Pil’s race, the country was roined by seven conseentive famines, and the
Chésal Rfjptits took posscssion of it : them the Réthors under BkA expelled,
and the district was added to the territory of that leader. Mahdrdji Gaj Singh
was born at Renf, which is now looked upon ss sn suspicious spot for births.
Mahgrgjf Stirat Singh built the precent fort at Reni. There nr‘o somg
“ chhatris” (cenotaphs) and a bandsome Jain temple built in Sambat 919
« (A.D. 942) so colidly that the masonry is as strong now as when new, Its
Sri Pujf or priest gets a small allowance from the Darbir. The _townkconl:‘unl
1,100 houses and a population of 5,500 persons. ~ An annual fair tal ces nl(;e
at o temple of Rémdeo's built by one Rakki Singh in Sambat 1875 (A.D.
151g),

There are ten eonsiderable villages in Renf—

4 hangof, once the seat of 2 rival R4j& of "
-})::;:;:; ¢ Bikdnir (oo Histors, p. 37)
Giagir. Blojiwss
+ Zahiria. GanflLil .
Lobsna, Harpalar, B

Réjpici
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At Jasrdsar on 'the bth of cach month a small fair takes place at a shrine,

Chfird district.. ... The Chird district has thirteen villages, contain;
‘ ' it is said,— S 185 e,onfiammg)

Houses e . ‘ )

Men ... o . %iﬁ
Women e e
Kine W e 4004
Buffaloes '301
Horses . 26
Camels . o 821 ‘
Sheep und goats ... w2562
Wells - -2

Tlmk.‘i e T e ave (Y7 2

The principal villages of the pargana are—

(1) Ratangarh, (2) Rabia, (3) Bitia,
(4) Réngsar, (6) Ghisoli.

The hendquarters of the district of the same name is said to have been
Chirt founded by Chohar Jit two hundred and fifty years ago.’

' Chohar possessed the other twelve villages of the district.
as well, and paid revenue to the Imperial Subaddr of Hissdr. .. He is said to
have been killed at village Sdnifm in Reni, and to have been succeeded by his
brother, Diléwar, who fell fighting with Kdndhal’s descendant, Mdlde. M4lde’s
successor, Khushél Singh, is said to have built the fort in Sambat 1796
(A.D. 1739), and to have added to the prosperity of the town by giving
refuge to the Banyias of Fatabpir when they fled from the extortions of °
Nghar Singh Shekhdwat, the conqueror of the Kdim Khdn{s rulers of Fatahpur
in the present Sikar territory. -

The Chiird thikurs were constantly contending with the Darbér, and in
Sambat 1870 (A. D. 1813) the then thékur being besieged by a 14j force .
and reduced to great sfraits swallowed a diamond and died from the effects -
(vide History, p. 69), and Chird fell into the hands of the Darbér. T

The successor of the thikur just mentioned recovered his estate by the
aid of the Pinddr{ leader, Amir Khén.
force, finally took possession in A.D. 1818, In A.D. 1854 the thékar
again surprised and seized the fort, killing the r4j official in charge; but he - .
was immediately ousted, and surrendered to a British officer. Since then his-
family, the Banirot seetion of the Kéndhlots, have been out of possession, and
the fort is occupied by a hundred and fifty horse and foot and two gums
belonging to the Darbdr. Several trade lines converge at Chiird, namely, those
between the British districts to the east and Jodhpir and Bikdnir,so that -

it 1s for Bikdnir a mart of importance. :

A traveller approaching from the Shekhs . .
intervening sand hills, see the town #ill close to it, when the bright white -

chhatris, the large houses, and other signs of wealth and comfort, together
with the trees which grow in the town, have a most grateful aspect after -
the dreary waste previously passed through. It contains more than two thousand
houses, several fine chhatris, and magnpificent wells,, and hds - some wealthy

residents, - k N L s
The Sdjdngarh pargana is the only one regarding which it has been possi-

. - ble to obtain full and pretty reliable information

Stjdngarh district. 4 sonsequence of a political officer having been

resident there. . It comprises two hundred and ten towns and villages, of thcb‘ .

But the Darbsr, assisted by a British - .

awiti side does mot, owing to. =
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perhaps two or three. Sindwa has something of a bazaars the others, with
the exception of those to be mentioned below, are mere collections of huts,
with here and therea ““dhdlkot” or fort of sand supported Ly phoy stems.
This tract is often termed ¢ Bid ,” schich includes, b , Ratangarh not
properly in the pargana, The district is ten kos from north to south and
twenty-four kos from east to west. It adjoins the parganas of Cheird and the
“chfras” of Réjfhad and Jasrhsar and Gosdfnsar, aud stretches for twenty-five
kos along the Mdrwdr and Jaiptir borders.

Tt js remarkable as containing a strip of country ten kos long by four
kos broad, and extending northwards from’ the town of Stjdngarh, wherein
water is near, often very near, the surface; and nowhere in the pargana is it
necessary in search of water to delve down to the depths at which it is found
in other parts of the state, for it is always to be obtained within a bundred
and fifty feet from the level of the ground. Another noticeable feature is the
eight or nine rocky hills scattered over the distriet, which relieve the cye
wearied with the expanse of sand or sand hillocks. In one of these hills, near
the village of Dariba, copper ore is found, but the mine is not rich enougl to
repay working it. Two hills of the group near Gopalpira have shrines upon
them : they are of granite, and attain a height of seven or eight hundred feet
above the plain. Under one of them onee nestled the very ancient town of
Dronpiir, celebrated in the eatly history of the district and said to have been
founded by Drona, the tator of the Péndds.

Besides the towns and forts about to be mentioned, it is only necessary to
speak of the lake of Chdpar. Like all “sars” or lakes in the sandy tracts, it
is formed by a depression which receives the drai of the ding
country, and is about three kos long by a kos broad. In its neigbborbood salt
deposits ave found in a smaller hollow, and about twenty-five tons of salt is

oo ¢ e meesms Vo3 S oFap doferior quality, bitter and only
- ’ ' In years when the rains are favor-

, o .. sual bed, wheat is sown as the water
drics off, and pretty good crops are sometimes raised. A smaller quantity is
produced at a few villages where irrigation is possible. The excell
round the lake has been already mentioned.

Though trees are scarce throughout the district, there are signs that, if
protected, they could be advantageously mised At the village of Lotsar
shiskam prows spontaneously, and at Sijéngarh there is at least one fairly
fine tree of that kind,

Lime-stone is plentiful in many localities, but it is often eoft and does
not make good lime.  Sandstone is found in one or two localitics, and granite
at Gopslpdra; but the former will not form slabs, and the latter is too full
of flaws to be cut.

DBharit is the commonest grass of the pargana. Cattle are not s
numerous as in the conntry to the north and west, nor are sheep as plcn!xl‘u\
23 in the country round Bfkénir, Jits and Gdjars are the chief graziers.
The cattle of the town of Stjingarh, which I mention as a specimen, are
estimated at 200 buffaloes and 500 cows and bullocks, 850 camels, and
304 sheep.

grazing

o
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Sdjingarh was founded by -Mahdrdjd Sérat Singh, who in or-about the
year 1835 took for the purpose some small villages
. o : »on the Mérwér border from the’ Sindwa thékur,
indemnifying the latter by a grant elsewhere. . Inducements to’ settle in he -
new town were held out fo merchants, who received land on favorable terms, .
and some were excused the payment of “bach” or house-tax, graduated -
according to means; indeed, the wealthiest Seth in the town' pays none at -
the present day. C : S

Stdjingarh,

The cultivators, too, hold their lands on terms more advantageous, or at’

least nominally so, than those in the surrounding thikur villages, where it is

not unusual to find a Jit paying his landlord Rs. 20 for a hundred bighés in
addition to a fourth of his crop. o '

The “ chbattfs paun ™ or thirty-six castes which collectively form  Hindd
society are said to be all represented 1n Sdjdngarh. The total number of houses
is about a thousand, and as reliable general statistics of population are not pro-
curable, at least in detail, I take the opportunity of giving a specimen of thé
different castes resident in a Bikénfr,town. The figures were obtained from‘an
intelligent and well informed villager, and are distvibuted as follow :— - ‘

Brihmans . .. 100
Uswal w 157
Mahesri . ‘ . 8
Sardogi %Bamas 2 v 45
Aggarwild . - 100
Jay . - © e 65
Rajpit - . e . 45
Kaim Khéni (Musalmén Rajpats) .. 60
Vishnu or Sanjogi .. .. 10
Lohér (blacksmith) ... C e R e 1
Gijar o . - L 20
Khati or sutar (carpenter) e - . 15
"Pindra (cotton cleaner) w 16
Nilgar (indigo dyer) e 10
Chhipa (cloth printer) - w10
Darzl (tailor) R w6
Sinér (goldsmith) .. . 20
Manihar (lac-workers) e ‘w3
Dhobi (washermen) - ... oo .8
NA{ (barbers and cooks) . . 20

Balaf or chamar (these are chiefly Weﬁ\'rers of coarse cloth) 55
Khatik (tanners of sheep and goat skins) - 4

Regar (tanners of hides) w 80
Teli (o1l men) . w20 .
Dékot (professional beggars) e 15
Naik oo e 2
Bhori (a low thieving caste; also chaukidars)... '5
Mali (gardeners) . . 7
Kumbhar {potters) . lgg -

Muhammadan fakir .. i

Kalal (spirit-sellers) ’ .- . .3

Khati (a respectable trading caste). e 10
- Bhangi (sweepers)” : T

Mochi (shoemalers) ; IZ

.- Sikligar (tinker) - ..o . L 5

* . Ahir {a well-known great caste) ... 2
- Rebéri (camel-men) . - T ,

CPomar - .. 10820
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Theie ‘are tivo Derbdr forts here; both built by Mahdréi4 Shiab Singh. -

Neither have moats nor are of much strength. The smallest and least substan.

tial is on elevated ground; the ofher is somewhat larger than the: Sijangarh -
fort, which in height and thickness of walls it resembles. There are Euné“

in the forts, which are at present held by Jet Singh of Dundled, grantee of - |

Ratdingarh. . ‘ : _
Ratingarh, which T notice here as being in Biddwét{ though not in Svjn-

* Ratd h. .
Arangar village named Koldsar by Mah4rdj4 Strat Singh

at the end of the last century. 1t was improved by Mah4rdjd Ratdn Singh,

'who gave it his name. The number of houses is 1,200; and the character of.
the population may be assumed to correspond with that of Sdjingarh, than

which, however, it 1s somewhat wealthier.

There are two or three very rich men in the town, and about twenty more-

than well-to-do, besides many prosperous traders. The Aggarwilds are the

most numerous, class. The Oswils, which come next, have about a hundred .
houses. At present the town is not so thriving as it was, in consequence of - -

the bankrupteies which have of late years occurred in the great commercial

cities of India, and which affected the most remote towns; The bazaar i
straight and broad. In and near the town there are about ten masonry tanks.

and fwenty wells, some very handsome and adorned with ¢ chhatris.”” -
‘Water is more than a hundred feet below the surface, but it is very good,
and from thirteen of the wells vegetable gardens are irrigated. - :
There is one Jain temple in the town and: fifteen Vishnu and Shiv, of

which the former predominate. The stone used is granite from Raghdnathgarh -

.in Sfkar of Shekhawdti, which adjoins. The British post office established here
receives and despatches about two hundred letters a day. The town and its
land are at present held in grant by Jet Singh, Thakur of Dindlod .in -Shek-
héwéti, who is a relative of the Jate Mahdrdj4 Sardar Singh of Bikénfr. -

A number of wealthy Seths live here, chiefly Oswils, of whom there are
a hundred and fifty houses. Of Aggarwilds there:

garh, The town was founded on the site of a .

Biddsar. are about twenty houses. Perhaps thirty of these-

are rich men, Bidésar is not a place of manufacture or much trade. The

bazaar contains about a hundred shops, and there are seven or eight.temples -

and almost as many ¢ chhatris.” Water is obtained at about a hundred feet; 1t

is fairly good. Inferior sand and lime-stone is obtained in-the neighborhood.

There s a British post office at Bid4sar: »

A village of about two hundred houses and a few shops : eight or ten of the . -

Chi houses are of masonry. The place was founded in'. .
bapar. Mahdrdjs Ratén Singh’s time, the land required .

being taken from the Thékur of Charwas in order to establish a Darbér breeding -
stud, which however was not done. But, a body of horse are maintained here.

Good lime-stone, fit for building material as well as mortar, is found near Chépar.’

A village ten kos east of Sdjéngarh on the Jaipdr border is remarkable
" for a shrine of H4ndimsn, which has counsiderable

., Salosar  repute and aftracts pilgrims to its melds on -the
full moons of Kértik and Baisikh from distant places. Its trees and arcades
are spoken of with admiration by the people of the country. '

The Sardér Shahr district west of Renis said to contain 93 yiﬂagési 2,953 .
PV . houses, and 2,474 ploughs. . The Séran Jéits are
Sérde Shabr districh, _the principal inhabitants of - this region, which is .

. called “ Bhardtia* from the quantity of the “ bhardt? grass which grows there.
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The villages are very small; large cattle are not numerous, bat sheep and
goats are bred largely.
In the above computation the two  chfras” of Rajdhad and Khejran
are comprised, as well as Sard4r Shahr proper,
The headquarters of the pargana,” It was named after the Iate Mahgrdjd
Stedic Sk Sardér Singh, who before his accession bLuilt a fort
abr. N .
here, and called the town which grew up near it
Sdrddr Shahr, There are said to be men of wealth in the town, It has a
few tanks, which are filled in the rainy season, and the water lasts a while,
BikAnir district or tehsil comprises what is ealled

Dikasfs district, the Panchun pargana, together with villages from
other “chiras.”’
Bilanie city. The city of Bikanir was founded by Bikf in Sam-

bat 1543 (A. D. 1488). [Seep. 7 for details.]
Since its foundation it has ml(:re thﬁnl onccbbccn pl:ndcrc%byf.lﬁdhpﬁr

- . forees, but I believe no other. he following
Genersl description, deseription is a somc‘\yhnt medified extract from
“ Thornton’s Gazelleer 2'—

¢ The city is situated in a singnlarly desolate and elightly clevated spot,
““the soil beng hard, stony, and totally unfit for cultivation. Viewed from
“ some points it presents the appearance of a great and magnificent city, having
“a fige wall surmounted by many ronnd towers and crowned with the usual
“ Indian battlements. So imposing is its appearance that, when approached
“in A. D, 1808 by Elphinstone’s mission, there were disputes among his
¢ followers whether it or Dchli was the more extensive. Some high houses
“ and temples rising above the ramparts and the striking outline of the lofty
« part 2dd to the impressive appearance of the place.

¢ The wall is three and a half miles in circuit, built wholly of stone with
“fine gates and three eally ports, Itis six feet thick and from fifteen to
““ thirty feet high, including a parapet six feet high and two feet thick, the
¢ breadth of the terreplein varying from two to four fect. The names of the
¢ gates are—

“ Kot.
“ JichGsar.
 Nathdsar.
“ Siwal.
“ Goga,
“ Hammalon-kf-bari (the Porter’s Gate).
* Uston.ki-bin (the Builder’s Gate).
“ Kassdion-kf-bérf (the Butcher’s Gate).

* There is a ditch on three sides only, the ground on the southern face of
“ the city being intersccted by deep ravines, which have broken up the whole
“ plain in that quarter. As the soilis “kankar’ or calearcous conglomerato
* intermingled with siliccous pebbles, thesidesof the ditch, though not lined
¢ with masonry, are nearly perpendicular; the depth is about fifteen fuet, the
“ breadth twenty feet, the interval between the wall and the diteh from twenty
“ to thirty yards; but in some places the excavation has been quits filld up
“and obliterated.” .

The interior exhibits an appearance rather flourishing, there Loing many
ood louses, faced with red sand-stone, richly carved. Dr. Movre, Sngerin-
tending Surgeon, obscrves that the carved buillings ave merr famerns ia
BikAalr than in any of the Rijpit capitale. The tracery is ealled “Lhols ™
or “manbat.”” No houses are worth more than e 29670, and &
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best are situated in narrow ‘dirty lanes where they can searcely be seen,
The poorer kind of houses are hesmeared: with a sort of reddish clay
abundant in the ravines near the city, which gives the place an appearance of -
neatness and uniformity, the walls heing all red and. the doors and windows
white. There are distinet wards or sub-divisions allotted exclusively 1o
the respective trades and crafts.”’ : R

Dr., Moore, already quoted, remarks as follows regarding the interior of
the city :— 4 : :

“To the north and north-east within the walls there are large open .
“ spaces, not yet built over, or with only small houses here and there.
 Penetrating further, the more densely-populated portion of the town is
“ reached, aud this, from the extreme irregularity of the streets, lanes, and
“ spaces defies any clear description. Acquainted as I am with all the
“ capitals of Rfjpiitind and with most of the large provincial cities, I can
¢ safely state there is not one vieing with Bfkfnfr as regards the grotesque
“irregulavity of its thoronghfaves. After perambulating the city by both
“ highways and bye-ways, the conclusion was formed that the better way of -
“ attempting any description is commencing from the centre, or at least -
« from n Jamin temple near cnough the middle to deserve the fitle of central. -
“ From this {emple, or from very near the spot, five larger streets branch

“ off, which, following a tortuous course and often losing themselves in other .

‘¢ streets or open spaces, ultimately convey the bold experimentalist towards one |
¢ or other of the large gateways. The crooked alleys, open spaces, and
“ narrow lanes between these streets can only be described as a confused mass,
“ presenting the irregularity which one might imagine they would assume had
¢ some Cyclops cast them from the skies, and then rolled them about at
¢¢ random with the wand of disorder.” ‘ '
The details of its population, houses, temples,

Population, &c. and water-supply are, as represented by the Dar-

bér, as follow :— S

Inside city. Suburbs.

Men ... .. 10,311 2,165 © .. .. 12,466
Women .. 11,582 2,049 .. 13,631
Boys . e 4,421 1,053 v o 5474
Girls ... e 3,149 748 e 4197 »
TOTAL .. w 35768

Houses, of which 1,015 :

are MAasonry, &c’z 7,331 1,470 e 8,§01
ShOpS ver sre - 706 35 ™ see wes I‘.Ll
Temples (large) ... 13 . 13
Mosques . E 14 PP 0 ‘14, .

sweet, 2 swee sweet wells
Wells { khara, 8 13 24{ Zbrn;:]ll:ish.étin foré: ' } . 41 N
a small tank to wes -

Tanks 4 6{ of city in Amarsar. } 11

Tl;e most numerous classes are the Baniyas chiefly Oswéls and Mahesrs,
whose united numbers amount to ten thousand, and Bréhmans who exceed
ceven thousand, the great majority being Pokarna. The only other class which
number over one thousand are the Sewaks or servants of. the various temples.
The rich families are aboub sixty in number. These have houses of business .
in from two to nine different centres of trade. Besides these, there are
aid to be in the city scveral hundred men of position enough to give ‘4bxlls
of exchange (hdndis). ‘ : . :
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“from the size of a pea to that of an eze, composed of quartz. and’ "
“not round, yet with surfaces and ;'ngéles“ ‘sg smooi;hq,aasl'ti;agi}glﬁggg gtlé
:: the idea that they must at some time have been exposed to the action of
* Tunning water. Carter, the geologist, has, I believe, expressed the opinion,
“ﬁhaﬁ tl}e whole of this semi-desert portion of . Western .India did at .-
- some time form t}gq bed of an ocean, extending from the present shoresof
« phq sea to the In}e of the Arivalli Range, and the geological. character-
« 1stics shown to exist by the deep- wells' of Bflednir would seem to support - -
- this opinion. On this point I may also observe that I found an unmistak-
able fossil-shell mark on a stone of the wall of the old fort built by Biksji,
“and before alluded to. Although no companion marks were seen in other .
“stones examined, yet a more minute and scientific search than T could afford
““would probably prove successful. .
“As would naturally be supposed after a knowledge of its source, the -
“water of Bikdnir, if not plentiful, is most excellent in ‘quality. "It is cei- -
“tainly somewhat hard from excess of lime derived from the stratum of
¢ Iankar,” but it is otherwise pure and good, and when drawn from the wells -
““often presents a temperature of 85° Fahrenheit. Neither does it contain
““ organic impurities, or at least only to a small extent, for, contrary o what
“occurs in almost every other part of India with which I am acquainted, the -
“wells are carefully covered and’ guarded, perhaps not altogether with the |
“desire of protecting the wells from the enfrance of impurities, but'for the -
“ existing necessity of preventing accidents to those drawing water, for
“occasionally on the rope (raw hide—here used for strength) breaking, the
“leathern bucket has rapidly descended, taking with it (owing to someé acci-
“ dental entarglement) the person tending the rope at the mouth. But the -
“ stone coverings placed over all the wells effectually protects them from those
“impurities so often tainting well water, and thus serves -fwo useful purposes.’
¢ Another cause tending to the purity of the water is the absence of the
“bhishti’s ‘massak’ at Bikdnir. The water is drawn by bullocks, and it is; -
“then poured into large ©gharés® or jars, and- taken away.on -camels, or
¢“ponies or bullocks, for use. In the cold season it is sold in the city at one
¢ pakia pice per ¢ ghard,” or fifty-six ¢ ghards’ perrupee: in the hot weather it -
“1s. much more costly. . But it escapes the contamination of the never-opened;
“and therefere never thoroughly cleansed, bhishtis’ ‘massaks.’ The adoption
¢ of this Bikdnfr custom elsewhere in barracks or in private houses might -
“perhaps be conducive to a better water-supply,’and to a diminution of those .
“maladies supposed to be at least sometimes disseminated by the wuse of .-
¢ jmpure water. _ . - o
“The Bikinir water is also further maintained pure by the absence of
< the custom so prevalent in all other places of washing on the brink, or even
¢in the wells from which drinking water is procured. In Bikénir if’a person_’
¢is told he'is dirty, he immediately replies that water is scarce; and 1t may *
«“be doubted if the great majority of the inhabitants of Bikdnir ever wash
“at all, although some, from religious motives, may perform the motions of
¢ washing with sand. But this absence of washing, as compared with doing
g0 in the wells, is undoubtedly the least of two . evils;'so the. scarcity of
¢ water at Bikénir leads, paradoxical as it may appear, to a better supply, for' "
¢no such fouling of the wells as hourly witnessed at other places would there .
“be tolerated.” 4 - S
The peculiar importance of tanks and wells to Bikénir must be my ex- -
cuse for entering into. such minute details, which, I believe, will at a future
period be useful for purposes of comparison. i ‘ v
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The sanitary condition of the city is very bad. A native report says se—
“People use earthen vessels as night-stools, and
" “empty them into the strects from the house-tops
“in the morning regardless of the passers-by,” The condition of the strects
after a shower of_ rain msy be conceived, and a certain desire on the part of
the travelled Baniyas for some improvement of this state of thines is ome
of the few apparent, effects of their knowledge of well-ordered cr;tics, and
sinee Captain Burton, Political Superintendent, was at Bikénir, somethine has
been done towards keeping the streets clean bt

The institutions, religious and educational, have been already spoken of,
p- 89, 98, and brief notice only is necessary, In
1870 there were twelve ¢ patehélas” or schools for
teaching writing and accounts, and lately a large
Hindf{ and Urdd school has been established. There are seven Jain monasteries
i ), which p Sanserit works. Their names are—

1,—Upésard-bara,
2.~—Achsrajji Gachka.
3.~Chand do.
4.—Kesso do.
5.~Lonk do.

6 —Gides Lonk do.
7.—Tappe do.

Sanitary condition.

Religions and edacational in.
atitations, '

up

None of the monasteries are striking in appearance,

Nor do any of the temples possess any very striking beauty. The Jain
temple, with its lofty dome (sikri), is conspicuous
from a distance, and has much elaborate carving,
The “ Madan Mohan* is handsomely built; the other large ones are heavy,

tal buildings, The wes need no potice.

The wheat and rice, of which about 15,000 maunds are usually imported,

Trad come chiefly from Bhdwalpur: the better pulses,
e, about 2,000 maunds, sugar, 4,000 mannds, and
metals, 200 mannds, from Bhfiwénf in Hissdr.

The opiurs, worth one and a half lakh, comes from Kotah and Mdlwsh;
piece-groods to the value of about a lakh from Dehli, Calentta, and Bombay ;
kirdnd (spices and fruits) about a lakl’s worth from Kibul, rid Bhiwalpur
and the Desert. 'Tho exports are about Rs. 25,000 of purified sugar and
sweetmeats, a number of blankets, some brass-work, and miscellancous articles,

T again'quote Dr. Moore, who says: _“ Bikénir is famed for the production

“of a beantifully white variety of sugarcandy,

Temples.

Sagar. « erystallized on 8 succession of strings introduced
“into earthen pots. This we were always informed could only be produced
*“at Bikfnfr in of some peculiarity of the water, report poing

“8o far a8 o ssserk that the sugar manufacturers were obliged to obtain their
“water from one particular well; but investigation of the process proved
“this to be totally incorrect. The best sugar is made with rain.water
“collected and stored for that purpose, well-water producing an indifferent
“variety, 1t is strange that a Jocality where rain is €0 ecarce should thus be
“the place where rain-water is used for this purpose. But r{vmluhly the
“fint sugar made was mannfactured rather as a curiosity, perfiaps for the
“ Chief, and being approved of, the trade has ;:md_un)l_\' :u{umcd ite precent
“proportions, the talo about the water being fabricated with the dwsire of
“keeping the trade at Bfkdnfr.

o
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¢ Bikdnir is also fmnc(l“ for the manufacture of a fine kind of woollen -
Bloikets, ‘ }Jlﬂ'r,lket,,‘ giving employment to a number of
€ Qistrich. f'ptizllw?]?i I‘h?s last doubtless resulted from the
o ‘r‘fo"‘ic"; 1 t‘{"““‘l‘;m‘c? 10 . :f yl.fexf*‘cnt varieties of minute sweet grasses -
" ZM t“orm 11’1] : 1(} s.'m& ,.]zull(l ucm?r‘i\ ;n 'Y-] mell;mg-woolled sheep. The fine red .
o (yf‘éi I-U-:i‘ Y o}mni 1{3 - tl,f 1}(.15‘.1.)01 100d has also 1ed'to_ the establxshmf:nt
;,ob a darge number of potteries from which the distant villages are supplied.
'll:crc; are also many stone-cutters and carvers among the population; and
“the city containing the familics of numerous Seths, not a few are employed
“as domestic servants.” o

For further partienlars regarding trades, sec extract from Captain -
Burton’s Report in Appendix, in which will be found a return showing the
aud trade custom duties of the eity for 1872-73. :

Round the city arve twelve villages, called the “ bdrah bds,” occupied by

Suburbs, malis and low-caste people. ~

The fort of Bikinfr, which contains the Mah4rij&’s palace, is situated

about three hundred yards from the Kot gate of the
city, The palace buildings towering above the
battlements give the fort animposing appeavance, as already noted. It.is 1,078
yards in cireuit, has two entrances each of which has three or fotir successive gates
with different names; and its rampart is strengthened by numerous bastions,
about forty feet high, and a moat running all round in a direction parallel to
the curtains without following the curve of the bastions. The ditch is thirty
{;cct wide at the top but narrow at the bottom, and twenty or twenty-five feet
deep.™ ‘
The fort was built in Sambat 1645 by R4j4 R4i Singh (vide p. 29). It
has been ineffectually besieged several times bub has never been taken, I
believe, though the old fort once was. The palace buildings have been -
raised bit by bit by successive rdjds, nearly every one of whom has contributed
something., '

The elephants and horses are, as is usual in a R4jpiit fort, just under the
palace windovws, and one passes partly through the stables in going to visit the
Mahdrdjd.

The old fort, built by Bikd, is picturesquely situated on some high rocky

Ol fort ground, surrounded by ravines, outside the southern

' wall of the city. It is small, -and is now mote °

a shrine than a fort: within it are the cenotaphs of Bikd and his successors,
Liinkaranj{ and Jet Singh, together with some of less note., The place
is called * Bikdji-ki-Tekri.” Inscriptions record the dates of the funerals
and the number of “satfs® at each. The original stones were for the
most part renewed by Mahdrdj4 Ratdn Singh, bub two of the old ones are

remaining.
The cremation tan

Fart nud palnce.

k of Bfkinir since the time of Jet Singh; the grands'én
¢ Tedind or Devi S4 of Bik4, is situated three miles east of the city. Oxn
Devi Kiind or Devi Sigar- o1 6h side of the tank are ranged the- cenotaphs’ of

twelve chiefs from Kalidn Singh to Ratdn Singh. Several of them.are fine
buildings, and all are graceful pillared domes: the material is'the red sandstone .
of Khérf and Makrénd marble for the commemorative stones, on which are

sculptured in bass-relief the mounted figure of the chief, and on foot, standing -
in order of precedence before~ him, the wives, and behind and below him the

concubines who mounted his funeral pile. The date, names of the dead, and fn‘.

% The family of M&L Dés the axchitect and Engineer who biuilt the fort is still resident af
Bikénir. They preserve as an heir-loom their ancestors yard measure. : .
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some cases 2 line of Sanskrit besides is inseribed.  The * satfs” upto the time
of Gaj Singh average over twelve to each chief, and on Zordwar Singh’s pile
the largest number of women, riz., twenty-two, were burnt.

Tt is remarkable that his immediste successor, Gaj Singh, who died in
A. D. 1789, had no ** eati,” and only two persons were subsequently burned
alive. Both of these cremations are remarkable. The one as being the last
distingnished “ sal§” in BfkAnir, and consequently the one whose shrine is the
most honored.  She was sn Udepdr princess, named Dip Kanwar, the wife of
Mahardji Strat Singh's sccond son Moti Singh, who died in Sambat 1882
{A. D. 1825)  People still speak of the courage and devotion her bearing
ghowed as she wended her way with ancovered face to the Lurning place; and
n numeronsly attended fair in her honor snuually takes place in the month of
Bhédon fAngust) at Devf Kdnd. The other was that of & man, named
Sangrém Singh, who became “sato” with the corpse of RAi Singh in A, D,
1789, When surprisoat the fact of o man’s taking the place of & wife is
expressed, one i3 nformed that sex bas nothing to do with the matter—that
iLis o question of pure love; ond sn anccdote is told of a camel following
its desd master to the burning place, lying dosn on the pile beside bim,
and becoming *¢ sati?”  The female * satfs” are far from ali being the wives of
those with whom they were burnt.  Besides Réals, there are mistresses of the
first grade (khawas), those of nn inferior ome (ptrs), attendants of Rénfs
{Sabelfs), nnd bandmaids (knnfzaks) of mistresscs.

Not far from the tank there is a palace for the convenience of the chief
and his Indies when they have oceasion to attend ceremonies at Devf Kdnd.
The whole zanfnf sometimes goes in procession to worship at Devi Kdnd,
where, too, the tonsure of the chiel’s sons takes place.

About twenty miles gouth-west of the city isa favorite place of resi.
dence of Dikfair chiefs, It was founded by Mahsréjs
Gaj Siogh, Somethiog bas been said of the task or
lakelet under  Likes.”” "~ The palace or the tank was preatly added to by the
Iate Mabérdjé Sordr Singh, who spent large sums of money on it. It has
little beanty, Tts garden is stocked with orange trees and pomegranates, and
ornamental shrubs and froits nre produced.  There are boatson the water; wild
ducks are numerons li_u ﬂ}e colil-weather, and mid g lie ov the banks. A small
_ R B O sy

Cajoer,

T L L T L A R R IR T /3

Kolith. its tank ond fair, and it is sacred as havinp been the

residence of & teacher, called #* Muni Kapal Muanji,” and

as postessing o femplo built by another Mun{ by name Dhuaf N4th.” There

are numerens ghéts shaded by ““pipal ” trees and piers round and in the tank,

the water of which would be ¢lear but for the ablations of multitudes, The
fair takes place in Qctober, when there is most water in the lake,












APPENDIX 1.

NOTES ON BTRKANIR CUSTOMS AND TRADE COMPILED FROM
CAPTAIN BURTON'S REPORT FOR 1872-73.

'.I'lw “mandi " revenue consists of the following sources of income-—(1) customs and
certain other taxes on trade, (2) *khola” or taxr on the adoption of & son; (3) “chonth

pmin ™ or fax on the enleof Jand in tomae, [3) T eeimAl7 o progecds of wacleimed propyriys

The principal items under the head of “Castoms™ aro the import, export, and transit
daties. e principal cormercial lines now followed are—

From Delhi vid Bhiwinf in Hissde (th- — -+ ™ ¢ == -

ar e orir s PRI

in Bikénfr, whence two lines proceed, one to
Trasnt, trade, and tmports, {E:{;‘:‘ﬂ‘}zn - . ' . -

route in Bikiofr. Bﬂeit are conveyed from DBritish territory sngar in various shapes,
English piece-goods, Bendres silks, brocades, clothe, Debli tnx«m, gold and ailrer lace
roceries, grain (particularly nice from Dehli), glass-ware, metals, precious and other, gold
and silver thread, shoes, preserves, pickles, and sherbets. .

From Bhhwalptir rid Mojzark and Pdzal (whence a Jine branches off to Jafsalmfr) come
Kibul fruite, furs, horses, carpet, woollen clothe, drugs, grain, and groceries fo the city of
BikAnfr, whence some o on to halodf and other places tn Marwr,

With Jaiptir there it a considerable in}f:rt trade in Singénfr eloth, Singdrir paper,
Ripzhina carts, cotton, iron cooking-utensils, procious metals, precious stones, fruits, veze-

ables, Ke. .
Tares TR0t o tla cdboc gt of ATfu ey W2 M El aatem @1 (A

- . . - ' « ms =pds

- LY LR - - . L] L e

PEEEY

“ s . an . . -
T64 PUWUCL JOL URAS), 1VULY, UALLS, CULBLLULS, 12U 00U, ULJUN SuBL, TUSE JNil..ds, el
leaves, e,

From Mirwir, Jolbpdr tarbany, Mertia * Lhies panlhis,” and frery packbi Lasles
Malrina marble and marble articles, Nigor ivory.work '.:3 metal vereels.

Imported ﬁnin comes chiefly from Sind and Fizilks on the Satkj s=2 S =X 8
“eomes much gh

Kalt and cattle from Mirwdr; “ Malthaf mitf™ from M

el waten (LD a4

Trar Lt atem e oy

or smal

Sisi, e u
welow
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Between Shmbhar, Phalodi, Didwhnd, &c., in Mirwéir and the city of Bildnir, a pecu.

Penders liar class of fakirs, called the * Diwina filkirs,” & Sikh sect

ers. . from the Panjfib distinguished by their head-dress of pea-

cock feathers, are the principal traders. They nlso trade by the Bhiwdini and Mérwar line, -

on which, however, Aggarwilils are snid to do most business., Mulliriz Brihmans, so called

from their village Mullar near Phalod{ in Mdirwidr, are mosily found on the Phalodi, Bhéwal-

pir, and Sirsfi voutes. Chitvans, too, are great traders. They and the Diwénfi faldrs are
wllowed a remission of one.fourth the usual custom dues. '

Traders prefer the Bikénir route bchweens }Bh{l\w?'mi and Mérwér to the Shekhﬁxﬁﬁtfi one, |

, beeanse in Shekhfiwitl custom-dues are exacted by many
The Shekhdwif route. thitkurs, whereas by Bikéinfr the dues are settled once for all
at Réijgarh or Stjingark. A completo return of customs.dues and trade not being avail-
able, the following return of the city “mandi” or market for 1872-73 (Sambat 1929) is
alone given A
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APPENDIX II. :

JIAR TAXES BASED ON CAPTAIN BURTON'S REPORTS.

a tax levied on shops and on the sale of camels and cerfain goods

-saudi,” or license tax on Epec\ﬂ.'l!lous in the prices of opium: it is
ator, and vaties from s, 2 to Rt:
efsauds,” a license tax on :pecnlatmn on !ha pmbabnhty o!: lmnfap

od “sandés” are farmed to contrastore wha anllast Free fon
eculations . -
profits, md
sukdd ghi)” o ety e s Ul
,oF these amclcs 'lhcy are aleo farmed o contractors.
1 the shape of brokerage.
- 1 and silver.
— swee!mmts Ior feshva]s
gt — srman  gwnl ..
mongers, tatlors, shoe-makers, &e. I - . .
of each trade or section asseescs thes - s vasuais AL CONECLS Lne amount.

No register showing the names or numbers “of perscns taged is kept. The procesds of
{he taxes levied on certain trades are permanently placed at the disposal of the Pnbbc Works
Dcprlmcnt. whose own officers impose and collect them.
~* Kbola,” ot ndoph(m fee, is paid ‘?d the per]:]on adopling » son, and is generally
N “ to his means, but supposed fo be limited
Khuta* or tas on sdopion of 3 4,° Rs 1, ggcoe ’Hﬁs amonnt was much exceeded duringy
”:'w et e e, o ate MabErhi€s reizn. especialle wiie Ty the

.
- " iy 01 ana and baskds ldo* ;
o LR f?j».m e prpe
ividaals, ¢ first case, the whole of the proceed
second, only one-fourth is taken by the rs, ﬁ:gah:‘;of:fr:.ﬁ-‘j::’h’fi gl
mthwm. ro:nht appointment to ommg were soemsicmed £ cm*’ _r":z‘ m‘ﬁ T i
?prr;lmm::b in these maéh-n;.l indeed; property was dirposed ¢f, x=3 privres spier w—-“za_m
ered with, in & most arbitrs erson w—-‘ 3 =
rirty) . 3 o ok e e T £ e e
parchases were set aside and otherx b '{t ferwssd m e
oflicials. 'When landed property is lo!d within ety ::r m
eoncerned to bate the sale confirmed by & Fﬁ?f"-!!:-‘lltn h bl '.n:
was brooght to the “mandi” or ecoetomy cSer 4 remire £ = ,‘1‘- i fia
detained 5t till one or mors persons were fozed & jod v, Se
O ANy cceasions not only Jost big h_—.,..."i:.;
for the golis seljom th vecenary 1o U ey
frvm the new nrch:w:,ue‘h! ¥ TR =
WA=~ Galndl” or proseedy of waditend oy
" Guml ey whitued propery,  B0F of 2 et g
whea seeh ot L P
e persome die withauy Tarier 3 2L ¢
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12¢/.—* Dhian,” house-tax for each family.

13¢h.—* Kurar jhunkera,” tax for fodder for each famxly :

141h.—* Neota bich,” tax on presents on occasions of mamage at Rs. 7 and 7 takds.
(or 14 pice). :

15th “Talibab,” cess levied from non-agriculturist classes, at Rs 2 on each family and
Rs. 4 per camel.

162k, - Singhoti,” tax on sheep and goats, at the rate of Re. 1 for" every 14 heads.

17th.— Chaudrbab,” at Rs. 11 from each village chaudhii. ‘,

18£/L ;G—“ Kot and Khai bich,” tax occasionally levied for the repairs of ’che Bikénir

or :

19¢h.~—* Peshkash,” succession fee on pattds, which is generally equal to the yearly
“ yakm” payable by the pattds, but sometimes very much more. Thus, a lakh of rupees
with one lakh of takés (or 2,00,000 pice) is entered in the office records as the amount of
i‘ peshkash ™ leviable from M&h‘&J&ﬂ estate, but only half seems to have been sometimes
evied.

20th.—* Nazrind,” levied on occasion of change of pattas, and often arb1trar11y When .
the chief wants money.

21st.— R4j tilak,” a .present made to the chief on occasion of accession to the gadi.”
It consists of horses, elephants, gold-mohurs, &e.

29nd.— Salselari,” tax levied from Dheds (a very low caste), at 2 or 2& per cent,

per family.
Several other taxes or cesses of a peculiar nature mlght be mentioned. .



APPENDIX IIL

TREATIES.

Agricee 1,

Thero shall be ‘wq‘dm\ friendship, alliance, and unity of 1nterests between the Hon'ble
Company and !lﬂmrﬁf{x Sirat Singhand his heirs and suecessors, and the friends and ene-
mies of one party shall be the friends and enemies of both parties.

Azmicee IL
The Dritish Government engsges fo protect the principality and territory of
Dfkfnir,
Azxmcer ML

MahArdih Shrst Bingh and his heirs and Wl st i di D
with the British t and acknowledge its 'y, sod wall not hase any con.

nection with any other chicls or atates,

p

Axtices IV.

The MabArdj8 and his heirs and succecsors will not enter 1nto negotution with any
¢hief or fato withouot the knowledge and sanction of the British Government, Lut the asual
amicalle correspondence with friends and relations shall continue.

Articre V.

"The Mah4rdj5 and his heirs and suecensors will not commit aggressions on any one; if
by 2ccident any dispute arise with any one, the settlement of 1t shall be submitted to the
arbitration and award of the Dritish Government.

Axticee VIL

ACL ooy meda’e mmmgasg <P ih nie 2o iY iy of DL 2ot bava gdantal fha sull avgrses of

1 e ta I I . [ - 1" molest-
. I S TN L. e Ve nzesto
P H - . ER CR ot mes ©
LA L T ‘ . [ TR . feow e princs

I e L L Y R |

on ks appheation by the Bntsh Government, 1n which case the Mazarija wiul pay all the

expenees of furce employed 3 or in the event of his not findisg means to pay thote expeases,

be will in lien code ‘;um of his territory to the Dritish Government, which after the paymesnt
!

of those expenses shall be restored.
Agnicee VIL
T DA A e ahl gt n o L NLELE il peduee f0 mbjection
.o . . " . 1tad and thrown of tis
a - . . « 1 the force employed, or ia

. ‘. L. + temntory to tks British
Gorernment, which shall be restored after the payment cf those expesses
Axvierz VIIL

The Maddrdyd of Rldale will fursbh troops, at the reqairition of the Rathbh Govers.
ment, seerdiog to Lis t2eazs, -
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Artrcre IX.

Tl.le_ Mghéfréié and his heirs and successors shall be absolnte rulers é)f their conintry and
the British jurisdiction shall ot be introduced into-that principality.. .. - N

ArTIcie X.

It is the wish and intention of the British Government that the roads of Bikénfr and
Bhatner be rendered passable and safe for the transit of trade to and from the countries of
Kébul and Khorisin, &c. The Mahir4jd engages effectually to accomplish that object
within his own dominions, so that merchants shall pass with protection and safety and meet
with (Illodimpediment; and with respect to custom duties, the established rates shall not be
exceeded, : ~

- Articre XI.

This treaty of eleven articles having been concluded and signed and sealed by M. -
Charles Theophilus Metcalfe and Oujha Kashee Nath, the ratifications by His Excellency -
the Most Noble the Goverror General and R4j Rajheesur Mahérdji Sroomun Sree Strat
Sing, Bahadoor, shall be exchanged within twenty days from the present date. -

Done at Debli, this 9th day of March A. D. 1818.

(Signed)  C. T. MercarrFe. | I, S.

( » ) Ousma KasHEE Nars. L. 8. ‘

| Small seal of the Gov- (

) Hasrixes.
ernor (teneral. »

This treaty was ratified by His Excellency the Governor General in Camp near Patrassa -
Ghét on the Gogra on the 21st of March 1818, o

(Signed) "~ J. Apan,
Secretary to the Governor General.

EXTRADITION TREATY.

Azrmicte L.

That any person, whether a British or Forei, '.n §ubjegb, coml;liftipg a heinous offence in
British %errign%, and seeking shelter within the ts of the Bikénir state, shall be appre-:
hended and delivered up by the latter Government to the former on reguisition in the usual -
manner. : ,

Azrmicre I1.

t on, being a subject of Bikénir. .éomm'it'ting 2 heinous offence within the
ﬁinitsT};aé i?lﬁay- ]%?f{%hir si;a.tg, and’ é]eeking asylum’ in British territory, will' be apprehended
and delivered up by the latter Government to.the former on requisition in the usual manner.

A

R 18
bt = ( ’;eét, committing a heinous offence within the
it {*,'s11 h? ) ’ «.in British territory, will be apprehended,
nalthg o "« Gover: . ‘ipt may direct. As a general
?llle; such © lieal g nin _whom the political super-

vision of
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Axtrerx IV,

That in oo cass shall either t be bound to der any person sccused of &
Paltmeg o ffam e pymand o= A-lr ~ade by or by the anthority of, the Government
B « e as + « charged to havo been committed, and also upoa

e . TR the laws of the country in which the person
accused shall be Iound wouta jusuty ms spprebension and austain the charge if the offence
bad been there cormmitted.

AzticLe V.

That the following offences be deemed as coming within the category of beinous offences :—

p 3
3rd —Culpablo homicide under aggravating circumstances,
4th~Thuggee.
6th.—Poisoning.
€th.—~Rape,

TR —Causing grievous hurt
8tA.—Child-stealing
9th,—Selling females
10¢A. -—-D:cmty
11¢5.—TRobbery.
1203 —Burglary.
13¢A.~Cattle-theft.
14£A.—Arson,

36th—Forgery. N
FIt e - e - ¢ COll

. property

Apticis VI
d der, made jn virlce of the S

The expense of nn{
going stipulations, shal be Loma aud dcl’myed by tho Government making the rajeiciia

Axricie VIL

Tha above treaty shall continue 1n furee until either of the high costracting paties sk
gwe notice to the other of its wish to terminate it

Agricee VIIL

Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to affect any t:ntv £S5
high mntnu‘lmg partics, except so far as any treaty max be repmioset

Done at BikAnfr this third day of Febroary in the yrazeme

and sixty-nine.
LWODIVIETT
R R SO

Stgnature and senl of the Makdrdjd
of Ritdnir,
I E IEUTIRGT

Seal.
Srarrm e TR .

- e

This trealy wss ratified by His ErssTecer e
at Siwls on the 15th of June 1877,







APPENDIX 1V,

Mr. Blochmann's translation of the Afn Albadi and the fifth volame of Elliat's
Masalmén Historans came ta e too Ite to be aeed much in the body of the Gazettecr.
The fullowing is an extract from Mr. Blochmnnn 's \mrL —
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- anb, 093) Rk Singl's dacghter
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*Lim to court, but withoat allowioz him to attend 1he Darldry  Adtes some iz
" pindencd.

* 34ka wpust be eo230t I






APPENDIX 1V.

Mr. Blochmann’s trandlation of the Afn Akbari and the fifth volume of Elliot's
\nsalmén Historians came to me too late to be used much m the body of the Gazetteer.
Fhe fullowing i+ an extract from Mr. Blochmann's workh:—

PRIV Vi alo DA e e At L Yioaor v fogendant from R&

v .. . ' . .and paid jn the
- son, entered the
. Kalian Mal was

* 1 the fortieth year a commander of two thousand men.
e me oo oo ' » erush the rebel-
' - - event the rebels
. . . invaded Akbar’s
. . $o-i-Kalim, acd
. .. ds rehief, ard the
- . . Singh. Inthe
. : . ith Mchazmmad
* Husen Marza {p. 320, ')

+ In the nineteenth year Rdi Singh and Shdh Quli Mahram were ordered to purnich
MO e Te @ g f DASE AL Lt oo hey were unable to take Siwdnak, Chandr Sems

. which Akbar had eent them at B
. was called to court, and Ekabldr Kris
ume year, however, Rii Siogh a2l Timvm

WAoo e PRI

*ale Junig dend had marmed a da
* yours children, and prevented I3 Si
135 dingh stayed away from court for soeze
“eorslained of bita to Abbar. Theem
*eorald Eir, and gave out ke Fal rog awar,
® fur some time from the Darldrs 5 ¥
* puvermor ta Bir, with the order to 2ef,
~ L1 Siegh, Lowever, delayed in ECLE-
“rad to Sint. Albyr slvivd B to Lo gt
*Lim tn roart, bat withoot allowing Eim to grosms
* pardurad

R RV
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“In the forty-fifth year Rai Singh was ordered to accompan Sk bok ac
“his son Dalpat had caused disturbances in Bikénfr ( 'm'dl; P:V Q,Alils))umlg)?ol{lgiasslk }ft az
*“leave to go home. In the following year he went again to court. In the *fort; .gioﬁfh
* year he served under Prince Salim against the Ran4 of Udepdr., y-eight

“ At the death of the Emperor, Rai Singh was a commander of four-thousand. Jahéngir,
“on his accession, made him a commander of five-thousand. When the Emperor seb~out
* for the Panjib to pursue Khasran, R4i Singh was put in charge of the travelling harem
“but on the road he left without order and went to Bikinir. In the second year, when
“ Jahiingfr returned from Kdbul, RAi Singh, at the advice of Sharif Khan, presentéd him-
* self before the Emperor with a fautek round his neck to show his willingness to suffer
“ pumshrpent for his crimes, and was again pardoned. He died in 1021. ‘ .

- ¢ His sons.—_(l) Dalpat.—He was a commander of five-thousand. In the {hirty-sixth
“year he served in the Sindh war, but was looked upon as a coward. Tn the forty-fifth
¢ year, when Akbar was in the Dakhan, Muzaffar Husain: Mirza, in consequence of his
“ differences with Khwijagi Fathullah, had fled ; and Dalpat, under the pretext of following
“him up, had gone to Bikanir and created disturbances. In the forty-sixth year his father '
“ Eroughg him to his senses. Dalpat asked to be pardoned, and was orderéd again to come
** o court. ) . :

“In the third year of Jahingir's reign (1017), he appears to have offended the Emperor,
“but at the request of Khéin Jahin Lodi was pardoned. After the ‘death of his father
“ Dalpat came from the Dakhan to court, was appointed successor, and got the title of
“ ¢ R4, although his younger brother (by another mother), Sér Singh, claimed the right
“of succession, which Réi Bingh had promised him from affection to his mother, Sér
* Singh, however, disgusted Jahangir by the bold way in which he preferred his claim.

“ Dalpat was then ordered to join M. Rustam-i-Safawi, the Governor of :Sindh. In the
“ eighth year it was reported to Jahéngir that Sir Singh had attacked and defeated his
*“ brother, who in consequence had created disturbances in Hisér. Héshim, the Foujdér
¢ of that Sirkér, caught him and sent him fettered to court, where he was gxecuted as a warn- -
“ing to others. K

“ For Dalpat’s son, Mahes Dés, and grandson, Ratan (vide PApism{mNAimaR, pp. 635,
“ 723, 684, 729). /

“ After the death of his brother, Str Singh, he rose to favor, . In histories he is gene-
“ rally called RAo Sir Singh, a title which he received from Shébjahén. He died in 1040.
“ He had two sons, Karan and Sater S4l, the former of whom inherited the title of Rio
¢« (vide PAdishdhndmah II, page 727).” ‘

The Akbarnimah mentions that the Emperor Huméyiin, when contending with Sher
Shab, passed through BikAnir in 949 H., A. D. 1542 (p. 211, Note, Vol. V, Mus. His.).
When Akbar's famous minister, BairAm Xhan, was after his fall prevgnt'eﬂ' by Maldeo of
Jodhptr from marching on Gujardt, he proceeded from Négor to Bikinir, where the
zamindar of that country, R&i Kalian Mal, and his son, Rai Sitigh, received him with great
kindness, and kept him some days at BikAnfr, treating him most hospitably (Tabakdt,
p- 265, Vol. V, Myus. His.).

The Tabakit mentions that in 978 H. (A. D. 1570) Akbar went to Nigor, where he
received both Chandr Sen of Marwér and Kalian Mal of Bikénir. The latter, who “f'{‘i
accompanied by his son R4i Singh, came to present his tribute. As Kalian Mal was too fa
%o sit on horseback, bie was allowed to go home, but R4i Singh was kept in attendance on |
His Majesty (p. 335, Vol. V, Mus. Hrs.). i

In the second Gujarit war R4i Singh and Bhagwén Dés of Amer were sent with the
advance detachment (p. 361, Vol. V, Mus. His.). . - e

During an engagement it being feared that the prisoners would escape, .R:}:.Sm{é tog;
his people put to death Muhammad Husain Mirza (mentioned above) who was 1n his ot ’
(p. 368, Vol. V, Mus. His.).

Dalpat is mentioned in the Tabakéit as one of the leaders of
eighty kos in two days (p. 463, Vol. V, Mus, His.). : —

« Abulfaz] says in the Akbarniméh (events/of the twenty-first year) that th‘:; ol dnas .
“of Abugarh was Arbuda Achal—Arbuda being the name of a spirib who, dl’SOTRANSLA'
¢ female, shows wanderers the way, and Ackal meaning mountain (BIOChmanzshalo-arh in
- 110N oF Afn-ABAR, p. 358, Note). This accouats for the use of tho word Achalg
connection with RAi Singl’s Sirobi campaign at page 27 of the KrrixT. ¢ the

On the whole, these authentic histories seem to indicate the general correctngs{‘;1 gntion
main statements in the KxvAxT, though the omissions therein are sertous. ThI\;S,_ rI‘l,lm Khin's
is made of the fact of Humiyin having been at Bikdnir, nor of the great Baire

5 detachment which marched
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entertainment there, nor of the Sindh war in which Réi Singh figured; but if Dalpaz Sinch
was discraced in that war, the non.mention of the expedition by the KrrixT wnglte
sccounted for. That Ri Sirsh was made a Rijh by Akbar seems dovttizk v wm mly
is_be styled Rii Dii Singh, but his son and grandson were, it appesrs, respacaivdy seomad
“B3f"and “ Rio" .

However, in the Mazeadir Lst of the Tabakét, though ro? in the Amitist I
Singh is styled R3j4 Rdi Sizgh of Bikénir and Négor, and on that Est the pompre of The
empire, be racked far abore sevezal Bijis (p 530, Blochmann's TrensleSar).

No Hindds except the three—Amer Kachwihas, Bihdrl Mal, Brerviz Dis mi Xk
Singh—father, ron, and dson, were above him, and while Eis rrensr® vroied Sroe Jome.
:!l;ousmg to five-thousand, the Hindd next below him was a Mymaddir o Im fhves

onsand.

As Professors Blochmann and Dawson progress with their habors, % vl be ey Frcfier
o check the Dikinfr poems, proge o R
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§ APPENDIX V. .

T.0GICAL TREE OF THE BIKANIR STATE.
N. Il.—~The Names of the Chicls arc in Capitals.
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